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Developing Rating Scale Descriptors for Assessing the Stages of Writing Process:

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study is to develop appropriate scoring scales for each of the 

defined stages of the writing process, and also to determine to what extent these scoring 

scales can reliably and validly assess the performances of EFL learners in an academic 

writing task. 

Two hundred and two students' writing samples were collected after a step-by-step 

process oriented essay writing instruction. Four stages of writing process – generating ideas 

(brainstorming), outlining (structuring), drafting, and editing – were operationally defined. 

Each collected writing sample included student writers' scripts produced in each stage of the 

writing process. Through a detailed analysis of the collected writing samples by three raters, 

the features which highlighted the strong or weak points in the student writers' samples were 

identified, and then the student writers' scripts were categorized into four levels of 

performance which were holistically defined as VERY GOOD, GOOD, FAIR, and POOR. 

Then descriptive statements were made for each identified feature to represent the specified 

level of performance. These descriptive statements, or descriptors, formed rating scales for 

each stage of the writing process. And finally, four rating scales, namely brainstorming, 

outlining, drafting, and editing were designed for the corresponding stages of the writing 

process. Subsequently, the designed rating scales were used by the three raters to rate the 202 

collected writing samples. 

The scores thus obtained were put to statistical analyses. The high inter-rater reliability 

estimate (0.895) indicated that the rating scales could produce consistent results. The 

Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) indicated that there was no significant difference among the 

ratings created by the three raters. Factor analysis suggested that at least three constructs, 

–language knowledge, planning ability, and idea creation ability – could possibly underlie 

the variables measured by the rating scale.
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Editor’s Note
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It is a glorious moment for us in the 
history of Language Teaching and 
Translation Studies in IRAN to introduce the 
Journal of “Language and Translation” 
(JLT). It is also our pleasure to present the 
very first issue of the JLT hoping that we 
would gain attention among our professional 
and distinguished readers.

In this very first edition, eight papers on 
various topics on ELT and Translation are 
presented. Mojgan Rashtchi and Lili 
Gharanli examine the noticing through input 
enhancement. Kourosh Akef under the 
supervision of Parviz Maftoon scrutinizes 
the constructs underlying student’s writing 
performances. Mehdi Mahdavinia evaluates 
the UNICEF  global education project as a 
case study in Iran. Seyed Esmaeil Arib 
investigates the effects of the English 
language instructors’ majors on their 
orientation toward teaching reading 
comprehension. Ahmad Mohseni and 
Alireza Ameri propose inhibition revisited 
in EFL learning / teaching. Seyed Reza 
Behafarin and Kourosh Mahdavi assess 
reading comprehension strategies under 
three learning conditions. Ali Rabi Tafreshi 

analyzers the stylistic analysis of a poetic 
text: A case from persian. Last but not least, 
Mohammad Reza Sadrian describes parody: 
another revision.

On behalf of my dear colleagues who 
have strived to put together this first issue of 
JLT, I would like to invite all professionals, 
scientists and professors within the field of 
appl ied Linguis t ics  to  contr ibute  
perspectives on defining aspects of our field 
as well as comments on any quality of the 
journal, since receiving any comments and 
feedback on JLT from our dear readers is to 
encourage our improvement and progress.

Editor - in - chief
Hossein Vossoughi
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