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Abstract 

In Contemporary modernism and postmodernism Period, classic fiction 

cannot remain in its original form without altering its structure and 

content. Hence, since the late seventies of the twentieth century, fiction in 

the West has undergone changes in the narrative components and the 

volume of the stories. The hardships of work, the precipitation and lack of 

time, led contemporary writers to minimize and even write thirty-second 

stories. This group of writers diminished the volume of stories by 

understanding the necessities of time and tended to simplify the 

expression and use of less complexity and fictional artifacts. This style of 

story writing, which sought the easiest way in writing, was called 

"minimalism".  Among American writers, Ernest Hemingway is the first 

writer to write a minimal on war.  In Iran, too, the writers have written 

minimal on the subject of imposed war.  In this study, while expressing 
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... Investigating the Minimalist Components of War in 'The Old Man 

components of the minimal stories, the analysis of these components in 

the chosen minimal by Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man on the Bridge 

and the Comparative Analysis of two examples of minimal on Holy 

Defense have been addressed. In examining these works, it can be 

concluded that Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man on the Bridge is a 

model and a perfect example of the minimal that has many of its 

components, while in the Holy Defense literature, due to the repetition of 

the themes, emotions, and slogans, and structural disadvantages, have 

lessened the fundamentals of this literary genre.  

Key words: Minimalism, Ernest Hemingway, War literature, Holy 

Defense, Comparative study.  
 

1. Introduction 

Today's pluralistic world, which embraces new beliefs in art and 

literature, has undergone many changes in the principles and rules of 

aesthetics.These developments in art and literature are the result of the 

conditions provided by artists and theorists of the 1960s with the help 

of formalism and structuralism . These conditions have given rise to 

profound and far-reaching developments in various intellectual, 

philosophical, political, and social fields since the First and Second 

World Wars following these developments. The twentieth-century 

man has promised what reason and wisdom promised in modern 

times. He hesitated and reconsidered the principles and concepts of 

art, and laid the foundations for new structures, in which the art of 

miniaturization was summarized, and in storytelling, 'Minimalism 

writing' played an important role in the formation of modern art. 
2. Methodology 

In this research, the method of data collection is of the library method, 

the data analysis method is a qualitative method, and the 

argumentative method is based on the inductive reasoning method .  

3. Discussion 

Since the late 1970s, storytelling in the West has been a turning point 

in the use of provincial elements and storytelling. A group of 

storytellers have been greatly reduced and easily articulated. In these 

stories, at least, the complexities and nuances of previous stories were 

not known. This new style of storytelling, which sought the simplest 

form of storytelling, was called 'minimalism'. Ernest Hemingway from 

the United States (1961-1899) saw two world wars and the Spanish 

Civil War, and after becoming acquainted with writers such as 
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 Schroeder-Ederson and Gertrude Stein, he chose the simple and 

conversational style of writing. Three Stories and Ten Poems was 

published in 1923. His second work, In Our Time, was published in 

Paris in 1924, which included fifteen short stories. His other works 

include The Sun also Rises, Men without Women, A Farewell to Arms, 

Death in the Afternoon, and The Old Man and the Sea. 
 In the structure of cultural change, fiction entered a new phase of 

modern writing style, the most significant of which was the coherence 

and evolutionary form of short story, which first appeared in the West 

and the United States and later in the East, including Iran. The modern 

storytelling in Iran is influenced by the West.  As soon as a new style 

of storytelling was shaped, Iranian writers began to write. It was from 

the press  . In Iran during the 1360s, due to the atmosphere of war and 

political, revolutionary, and cultural upheavals, the groundwork was 

not laid for short stories, especially minimalist ones.  The 1380s are 

the peak of miniature writing in Iran.    َ mong the authors of this period 

we can mention Belqis Soleimani, Hossein Ali Jafari, Mohammad 

Qaderpour and Mohammad Ali Mohammadi. 
4. Conclusion 

The serious and principled beginning of minimalist writing in Iran 

follows writers such as Ernest Hemingway as the father of world 

minimalism in the 1970s. In the field of Sacred Defense fiction, 

Iranian storytellers have been trying to decipher the values and 

realities of war with fiction for decades. Make it lasting. Examining 

the selected stories of the Holy Defense, one can see some of the 

elements of minimalist stories, but in terms of story depth, it has been 

weakened due to repetition of themes and emotions, and sometimes 

chanting slogans. He said that some of the components of minimalist 

stories can be seen in such Persian stories. Components such as: 

silence, conversation, structure of sentences, brevity, and imagery . 

The repetition of the theme and superficiality are also features of 

selected Iranian stories with the theme of war that are lessened in the 

examples of Western war. 

Key words: Minimalism, Ernest Hemingway, War literature, Holy 

Defense, Comparative study.  

 
References [In Persian] 

Abbott, A. (2008).Minimalism. (M. Torfeh, Trans.). Golestaneh, 73. 

Archive of SID

www.SID.ir

http://www.SId.ir


 

 

 

 

... Investigating the Minimalist Components of War in 'The Old Man 

Ahmadi, N. (2000). The structure of short story. Shiraz: Mirzai 

Shirazi. 

Akbari Sharve, H., & Borzoi, M. (2018). Selected Lirav minimalism. 

(First ed.). Rasht: Samam. 

Aminol-Islam, F. (2002). A glance to minimalist stories. (First ed.). 

Tehran: Mahi. 

Barret, G. (2002). A short talk about minimalism. (K. Parsinejad, 

Trans.). Fiction, 61, 60-61. 

Danglof, S. (1991). Images for Hemingway stories. (Y. Ghanbar, 

Trans.). Culture and Arts, 27, 54-55. 

Goharin, K. (1999). The future of the novel and the acceleration of 

times. Adineh, 132, 18-20. 

Golshiri, A. (1990). Story and story critique, selection and 

translation. (First ed.). Isfahan: Jey Nashr-e Sepahan. 

Haririan, N. (2010). The central role of minimalism in the end of 

modern times and the use of light in the work of Dan Flaven. Jornal of 

Fine Arts, Visual Art, 41, 82-94. 

Hemingway, E. (1985). The old man and the sea. (Fourth ed.). (N.  

Daryabandari, Trans.). Tehran: Kharazmi. 

Hemingway, E.  (1990). Story collection and story critique. (First 

ed.). (A. Golshiri, Trans.). Esfahan: Jey Nashr-e Sepahan. 

Irani, N. (2001). The art of the novel. (First ed.). Tehran: Abangah. 

Jackson, Sh. (2000). Novel of resistance: Themes and necessaries. 

Journal of the Faculty of Humanities,Tehran university, 156, 465-

480. 

Jazini, M. (2008). The morphology of minimalism stories. Karnameh, 

1 (6). 

Jazini, M. (2009). Familiarity with minimalist and detective stories. 

Tehran: White Lotus. 

Jazini, M.  (2015). The morphology of minimalist stories. (First ed.). 

Tehran: Sales  

Karver, R. (2005). The cathedral and a few other stories. (F. Taheri, 

Trans.). Tehran: Niloofar. 

Kassi, F. (2002). An analysis of contemporary stories. (Unpublished 

master's thesis). Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, Kerman, Iran. 

 Keshavarze pakseresht, N. (2003). Table of contemporary American 

fiction. Karnameh, 39, 18-20. 

Archive of SID

www.SID.ir

http://www.SId.ir


 

 

 

 

...Investigating the Minimalist Components of War in 'The Old Man  

 

 

 Khademi Kolaei, M. & Rahimi Abokhali, R. (2014). A review of 

minimal Persian stories from the beginning to today. (First ed.). 

Tehran: Mitra.  

 Khalifeh, B. (2010). A talk about short story with reference to the 

book ' until now', a 55-word  story of Sacred Defense, Monthly Book 

of Literature,43. 

Moareknjad, R. (2006). written, personal website. moarek@gmil.Com 

Mohammadi, K. (2000). The candles do not go out. Tehran: Fictitious 

Literature Studies Office. 

Okhovat, A. (2015). The third voice, selected stories  from the third 

generation of America. Tehran: Mahi. 

Parsa, A. (2006). Minimalism in Persian literature, Journal of the 

Faculty of Humanities, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, 20, 36-

40. 

 Parsi nejad, K. (2003). Short story of minimalism or post card story. 

Fiction, 74, 58. 

Parsi nejad, K. (2008). The identity of contemporary literature and 

literary disciplines. Tehran: Center of Young Thought. 

Payandeh, H. (2001). The literary genre of fiction and its ability to 

critique of culture. Literary Research Quarterly, 12-13, 37-48. 

Payandeh, H. (2009). literary criticism and democracy. (Second ed.). 

Tehran: Niloufar. 

Tavakkoli, A. (2010). Sad East. Tehran: Akhavan. 

Rahbar, A. (2012). Minimalism and its applications in the performing 

arts. Specialized Monthly voice of Iran, 11 (67), 175-176. 

Rahmandoost, M. (2000). Novel resources and topics. Journal of the 

Faculty of Literature, Tehran, 156, 465-486. 

Sanapoor, H. (1999). Hemingway style and Carver innovation. Kian 

magazine, 43, 76-80. 

Sayyadi, A. & Rahmati, A. (2012). Literary minimalism. Roshd 

journal of Persian Language and Litrature Education,104. 

Westland, P. (1993). Story telling techniques. (M. Abbaspour 

Tamijani, Trans.). Tehran: Mina. 

Yang, F. (1994). Ernest Hemingway. (First ed.). (Sh. Safavi, Trans.). 

Tehran: Neshaneh. 

Archive of SID

www.SID.ir

http://www.SId.ir

