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Abstract
In this paper, a new form of the homotopy perturbation method (NHPM) has been adopted
for solving integro-differential equations. In the present study, firstly the NHPM is used to
the integro-differential equation, which yields the Maclaurin series of the exact solution.
By applying the Laplace transformation to the truncated Maclaurin series and then the
Padé approximation to the solution derived from the Laplace transformation, we obtain
mostly the exact solution of this kind of equations. Illustrative examples are given to
represent the efficiency and the accuracy of the proposed method.
Keywords: Homotopy perturbation method (HPM); Integro-differential equations; Padé approxi-

mant

——————————————————————————————————

1 Introduction

Since many physical problems are modeled by integro-differential equations, the nu-
merical solutions of such integro-differential equations have been highly studied by many
authors [8,23]. In recent years, numerous works have been focusing on the development
of more advanced and efficient methods for integro-differential equations such as Wavelet-
Galerkin method [4] and Tau method [22] and semi analytical-numerical techniques such
as Taylor polynomials [28,29], Adomians decomposition method [6], and the HPM [1,3].

Perturbation techniques are widely used in science and engineering to handle linear
and nonlinear problems [26]. The HPM was first proposed by He in [18] and further
developed and improved by him [17,19]. This method is based on the use of traditional
perturbation method and homotopy technique. In this method, the solution is considered
as the summation of an infinite series which converges rapidly to the exact solutions.
The applications of the HPM in nonlinear problems have been demonstrated by many
researchers, cf. [2,5,7,9,10,12,27,30,31].
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Several authors have proposed a variety of the modified homotopy perturbation meth-
ods. E. Yusufoğlu in [32] proposed the improved homotopy perturbation method for solv-
ing Fredholm type integro-differential equations. M. Javidi in [25] proposed the modified
homotopy perturbation method (MHPM) to solve nonlinear Fredholm integral equations.
The result reveals that the MHPM is very effective and convenient. In another study, he
applied the MHPM for solving the system of linear Fredholm integral equations [24]. A.
Golbabai in [15,16] used the MHPM for solving Fredholm integral equations and nonlinear
Fredholm integral equations of the first kind. In another work, he introduced new iterative
methods for nonlinear equations by the MHPM [14].

In this paper, we introduce the NHPM to solve integro-differential equations. Basically,
the NHPM is the same as the HPM. In the HPM, in order to find the solution, the series
components are to be calculated and the sum of the partial series of these components is
considered as an approximation of the solution. However, in the NHPM, the method is
designed in such a way that only one term of the series is calculated. In this work, firstly
the NHPM is applied to solve integro-differential equations. By this method, we get a
truncated series solution that often coincides with the Maclaurin expansion of the true
solution. By applying the Laplace transformation to the truncated Maclaurin series and
then the Padé approximation to the solution derived from the Laplace transformation, in
most cases, we obtain the exact solution of this kind of equations.

2 Description of HPM

To illustrate the HPM, consider the following integro-differential equation [11]

A(u(x)) = y(r(x)), r(x) ∈ Ω, (2.1)

with boundary conditions

B(u(x),
∂u(x)

∂n
) = 0, r(x) ∈ Γ, (2.2)

where A is a general integral operator, B is a boundary operator, y(r(x)) is a known
analytic function and Γ is the boundary of the domain Ω . The operator A can be
generally divided into two parts L and R, where L is an identity operator and R = A−L.
Therefore, Eq. (2.1) can be rewritten as follows

L(u(x)) +R(u(x)) = y(r(x)) (2.3)

He in [20] constructed a homotopy which satisfies

H(v(x), p) = (1− p)[L(v(x))− L(u0(x))] + p[A(v(x))− y(r(x))] = 0, (2.4)

where r(x) ∈ Ω, p ∈ [0, 1] that is called the homotopy parameter, and u0 is an initial
approximation of Eq. (2.1). Hence, it is obvious that

H(v(x), 0) = L(v(x))− L(u0(x)) = 0, H(v(x), 1) = A(v(x))− y(r(x)) = 0, (2.5)

and the changing process of p from 0 to 1, is just that ofH(v(x), p) changing from L(v(x))−
L(u0(x)) to A(v(x)) − y(r(x)). While in topology, this is called deformation, L(v(x)) −
L(u0(x)) and A(v(x))−y(r(x)) are called homotopic. Applying the perturbation technique

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

E. Babolian, et al / IJIM Vol. 4, No. 4 (2012) 353-363 355

[26], due to the fact that 0 ≤ p ≤ 1 can be considered as a small parameter, we can assume
that the solution of (2.4) can be expressed as a series in p, as follows:

v(x) = v0(x) + pv1(x) + p2v2(x) + · · · (2.6)

when p −→ 1, Eq. (2.4) corresponds to Eq. (2.3) and becomes the approximate solution
of Eq. (2.3), i. e.,

u(x) = lim
p−→1

v(x) = v0(x) + v1(x) + v2(x) + · · · . (2.7)

The series (2.7) is convergent in most cases, and the convergence rate depends on A(u(x))−
y(r(x)) [21].

Note that in the HPM in order to obtain an approximate solution, the components
vi(x) for i = 0, 1, . . . must be calculated. Specially for i ≥ 3, it needs large and sometimes
complicated computations and, in the case of nonlinearity, the use of He’s polynomials
[13]. To obviate this problem, the NHPM is introduced, in which v0(x) is calculated
in such a way that vi(x) = 0 for i ≥ 1. So, the number of computations decreases in
comparison with that in the HPM. The NHPM for linear integro-differential equations
will be discussed in detail in the following section.

3 NHPM for integro-differential equations

In order to illuminate the solution procedure of the NHPM, we consider the Fredholm
integro-differential equation

u′(x) = g(x) +

∫ b

a
k(x, t, u(t))dt, a ≤ x ≤ b (3.8)

where a, b are constants, g(x), k(x, t, u) are known functions and u(x) is a solution to be
determined. By considering the convex homotopy defined in Eq. (2.4), we have

H(v(x), p) = L(v(x))− L(u0(x)) + pL(u0(x)) + p[R(v(x))− y(r(x))] = 0, (3.9)

which can be written in the following form

L(v(x)) = L(u0(x))− pL(u0(x))− pR(v(x)) + py(r(x)). (3.10)

where L(v(x)) = v′(x), L(u0(x)) = u′0(x), R(v(x)) =
∫ b
a k(x, t, v(t))dt and y(r(x)) = g(x).

An equivalent expression (3.10) is

v′(x) = u′0(x)− pu′0(x) + pg(x)− p
∫ b

a
k(x, t, u(t))dt. (3.11)

Suppose that the initial approximation of Eq. (3.8) has the form

u0(x) =

∞∑
n=0

anFn(x), (3.12)
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where a0, a1, a2, . . . are unknown coefficients and F0(x), F1(x), F2(x), . . . are specific func-
tions depending on the problem.. Denote d

dx by G, we have G−1 as a integration from 0
to x. By applying G−1 to both sides of Eq. (3.11), we have

v(x) = T (x) + (u0(x)− a0)− p(u0(x)− a0) + p

∫ x

0
g(x)

−p
∫ x

0

∫ b

a
k(x, t, v(t))dtdx, (3.13)

where T incorporates the constants of integration and satisfies GT = 0. According to the
HPM, we assume that the solution of Eq. (3.13) can be represented as a series in p

v(x) =
∞∑
n=0

pnvn(x). (3.14)

By substituting Eqs. (3.14) and (3.12) into the Eq. (3.13), we obtain

∞∑
n=0

pnvn(x) = T (x) + (

∞∑
n=0

anFn(x)− a0)− p(
∞∑
n=0

anFn(x)− a0) + p

∫ x

0
g(x)dx

−p
∫ x

0

∫ b

a
k(x, t,

∞∑
n=0

pnvn(t))dtdx. (3.15)

Comparing coefficients of terms with identical powers of p leads to

p0 : v0(x) = T (x) +
∞∑
n=0

anFn(x)− a0,

p1 : v1(x) = −(
∞∑
n=0

anFn(x)− a0) +
∫ x

0
g(x)dx−

∫ x

0

∫ b

a
k(x, t,

∞∑
n=0

pnvn(t))dtdx,

p2 : v2(x) = −
∫ x

0

∫ b

a
k(x, t, v1(t))dtdx, (3.16)

...

pj : vj(x) = −
∫ x

0

∫ b

a
k(x, t, vj−1(t))dtdx,

...
Now, we solve these equations in such a way that v1(x) = 0, then Eq. (3.16) results in
v2(x) = v3(x) = · · · = 0. Therefore, the exact solution may be obtained as the following

u(x) = v0(x) = T (x) +
∞∑
n=0

anFn(x)− a0. (3.17)

Similarly, the NHPM are applied for the Volterra integro-differential equations. Note that,
the advantage of this method in comparison with the HPM is that only one term of the
series is calculated. To show the capability of the method, we apply the NHPM to some
examples in the next section.
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4 Examples

In this section, we present four examples to illustrate the efficiency of the NHPM for
integro-differential equations. It is indicated that through the NHPM, in most cases, the
exact solution to these types of equations can be figured out.

Example 4.1. Consider the Fredholm linear integro-differential equation [8]

u′(x) = xex + ex − x+

∫ 1

0
xu(t)dt, (4.18)

with the initial condition u(0) = 0 and the exact solution u(x) = xex. In order to apply
the NHPM to Eq. (4.18), consider the convex homotopy (3.10), where L(v(x)) = v′(x),
L(u0(x)) = u′0(x) R(v(x)) =

∫ 1
0 xv(t)dt and y(r(x)) = xex+ex−x. Therefore, considering

Eq. (3.10) one gets

v′(x) = u′0(x)− pu′0(x) + p(xex + ex − x)− p
∫ 1

0
xv(t)dt. (4.19)

Denoting d
dx by G, we have G−1 as a integration. Using the operator G, Eq. (4.19)

becomes

Gv(x) = u′0(x)− pu′0(x) + p(xex + ex − x)− p
∫ 1

0
xv(t)dt. (4.20)

Applying the inverse operator G−1 to both sides of Eq. (4.20) and using the initial condi-
tions, we obtain

v(x) =

∫ x

0
u′0(x)dx− p

∫ x

0
u′0(x)dx+ p

∫ x

0
(xex + ex − x)dx

−p
∫ x

0

∫ 1

0
xv(t)dtdx, (4.21)

By replacing u0(x) =
∑∞

n=0 anFn(x), where Fn(x) = xn in the above equation, we obtain

v(x) = (
∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0)− p(

∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0) + p

∫ x

0
(xex + ex − x)dx

−p
∫ x

0

∫ 1

0
xv(t)dtdx. (4.22)

Substituting v(t) =
∑∞

n=0 p
nvn(t) into Eq. (4.22), considering the Maclaurin series of the

excitation term

ex ≃ 1 + x+
x2

2
+
x3

6
+
x4

24
+

x5

120
, (4.23)

and equating the terms with the identical powers of p give

p0 : v0(x) =

∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0,

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

358 E. Babolian, et al /IJIM Vol. 4, No. 4 (2012) 355-363

p1 : v1(x) = −(
∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0) +

∫ x

0
(1 + x+

3

2
x2 +

2

3
x3 +

5

24
x4 +

1

20
x5)dx

−
∫ x

0

∫ 1

0
xv0(t)dtdx, (4.24)

p2 : v2(x) = −
∫ x

0

∫ 1

0
xv1(t)dtdx,

...

pn+1 : vn+1(x) = −
∫ x

0

∫ 1

0
xvn(t)dtdx,

...
Solving the above equations for v1(t) leads to the result

v1(t) = (1− a1)x+
1

5040
(2520 + 1260a1 − 4200a2 + · · ·+ 252a9)x

2 + (
1

2
− a3)x3 + · · ·

+420a4 + 360a5 + 315a6 + 280a7)x
2 + (

9

2
− a3)x3 + (

27

8
− a4)x4 + · · · . (4.25)

Eliminating v1(t) lets the coefficients an for n = 0, 1, 2, · · · take the following values

a0 = 0, a1 = 1, a2 = 1, a3 =
1

2
, a4 =

1

6
, a5 =

1

24
, a6 =

1

120
, · · · (4.26)

By substituting the above values into v0(t), we obtain

u(x) = v0(x) = x+ x2 +
x3

2
+
x4

6
+
x5

24
+ · · · (4.27)

which is the partial sum of the Taylor series of the exact solution at x = 0. In order to
obtain a more accurate solution, we use the truncated series of (4.27). Consider five terms
in u(x) as

φ(x) = x+ x2 +
x3

2
+
x4

6
+
x5

24
. (4.28)

By applying the Laplace transformation to both sides of Eq. (4.28), we have

L[φ(x)] =
5

s6
+

4

s5
+

3

s4
+

2

s3
+

1

s2
. (4.29)

If s = 1
x , then

L[φ(x)] = x+ 2x3 + 3x4 + 4x5 + 5x6. (4.30)

All of the [ LM ] Pade approximant of Eq. (4.30) with L ≥ 2, M ≥ 2 and L+M ≤ 10 yield

[
L

M
] =

x2

1− 2x+ x2
. (4.31)

Replacing x = 1
s , we obtain [ LM ] in terms of s as

[
L

M
] =

1

(1 + 1
s2− 2

s

s2)
. (4.32)

By using the inverse Laplace transformation to Eq. (4.32), we obtain the exact solution
xex.
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Example 4.2. Consider the Fredholm nonlinear integro-differential equation [8]

u′(x) = 1− 1

3
x+

∫ 1

0
xu2(t)dt, (4.33)

with the initial condition u(0) = 0 and the exact solution u(x) = x. In order to apply
the NHPM to Eq. (4.33), consider the convex homotopy (3.10), where L(v(x)) = v′(x),
L(u0(x)) = u′0(x), R(v(x)) =

∫ 1
0 xv

2(t)dt and y(r(x)) = 1 − 1
3x. Therefore, considering

Eq. (3.10) one gets

v′(x) = u′0(x)− pu′0(x) + p(1− 1

3
x)− p

∫ 1

0
xv2(t)dt. (4.34)

Denoting d
dx by G, we have G−1 as a integration. Using the operator G, Eq. (4.34)

becomes

Gv(x) = u′0(x)− pu′0(x) + p(1− 1

3
x)− p

∫ 1

0
xv2(t)dt. (4.35)

Applying the inverse operator G−1 to both sides of Eq. (4.35) and using the initial condi-
tions, we obtain

v(x) =

∫ x

0
u′0(x)dx− p

∫ x

0
u′0(x)dx+ p

∫ x

0
(1− 1

3
x)dx

−p
∫ x

0

∫ 1

0
xv2(t)dtdx, (4.36)

By replacing u0(x) =
∑∞

n=0 anFn(x), where Fn(x) = xn, in the above equation, we obtain

v(x) = (

∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0)− p(

∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0) + p(x− x2

6
)− p

∫ x

0

∫ 1

0
xv2(t)dtdx. (4.37)

Substituting v(t) =
∑∞

n=0 p
nvn(t) into Eq. (4.37) and equating the terms with the identical

powers of p give

p0 : v0(x) = (

∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0),

p1 : v1(x) = −(
∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0) + (x− x2

6
)−

∫ x

0

∫ 1

0
xv20(t)dtdx (4.38)

p2 : v2(x) = −
∫ x

0

∫ 1

0
xv20(t)v1(t)dtdx,

...Solving the above equations for v1(t) leads to the result

v1(x) = x− x2

6
− xa1 +

1

6
x2a21 − x2a2 +

1

4
x2a1a2 +

1

10
x2a22 + · · · . (4.39)

Eliminating v1(x) lets the coefficients an for n = 0, 1, 2, · · · take the following values

a0 = 0, a1 = 1, a2 = 0, a3 = 0, a4 =, · · · (4.40)

By substituting the above values into v0(x), we obtain

u(x) = v0(x) = x (4.41)

which is the exact solution Eq. (4.33).
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Example 4.3. Consider the Volterra nonlinear integro-differential equation

u′(x) = 1 +

∫ x

0
u(t)u′(t)dt, (4.42)

with the initial condition u(0) = 0 and the exact solution u(x) =
√
2∗Tan[ x√

2
]. The Taylor

series of the exact solution at x = 0 is

u(x) = x+
1

6
x3 +

1

30
x5 +

17

2520
x7 + · · · . (4.43)

In order to apply the NHPM to Eq. (4.42), consider the convex homotopy (3.10), where
L(v(x)) = v′(x), L(u0(x)) = u′0(x), R(v(x)) =

∫ x
0 u(t)u

′(t)dt and y(r(x)) = 1. Therefore,
considering Eq. (3.10) one gets

v′(x) = u′0(x)− pu′0(x) + p− p
∫ x

0
v(t)v′(t)dt. (4.44)

Denoting d
dx by G, we have G−1 as a integration. Using the operator G, Eq. (4.44)

becomes

Gv(x) = u′0(x)− pu′0(x) + p− p
∫ x

0
v(t)v′(t)dt. (4.45)

Applying the inverse operator G−1 to both sides of Eq. (4.45) and using the initial condi-
tions, we obtain

v(x) =

∫ x

0
u′0(x)dx− p

∫ x

0
u′0(x)dx+ px− p

∫ x

0

∫ x

0
v(t)v′(t)dtdx, (4.46)

By replacing u0(x) =
∑∞

n=0 anFn(x), where Fn(x) = xn, in the above equation, we obtain

v(x) = (

∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0)− p(

∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0) + px− p

∫ x

0

∫ x

0
v(t)v′(t)dtdx (4.47)

Substituting v(t) =
∑∞

n=0 p
nvn(t) into Eq. (4.47)and equating the terms with the identical

powers of p give

p0 : v0(x) =
∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0,

p1 : v1(x) = −(
∞∑
n=0

anx
n − a0) + x−

∫ x

0

∫ x

0
v0(t)v

′
0(t)dtdx (4.48)

p2 : v2(x) = −
∫ x

0

∫ x

0
v1(t)v

′
1(t)dtdx,

...

pn+1 : vn+1(x) = −
∫ x

0

∫ x

0
vn(t)v

′
n(t)dtdx,

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

E. Babolian, et al / IJIM Vol. 4, No. 4 (2012) 353-363 361

...
Solving the above equations for v1(x) leads to the result

v1(x) = (1− a1)x− a2x2 + (
a21
6
− a3)x3 + (

a1a2
4
− a4)x4 + · · · (4.49)

Eliminating v1(x) lets the coefficients an for n = 0, 1, 2, · · · take the following values

a0 = 0, a1 = 1, a2 = 0, a3 =
1

6
, a4 = 0, a5 =

1

30
, a6 = 0, a7 =

17

2520
, · · · (4.50)

By substituting the above values into v0(t), we obtain

u(x) = v0(x) = x+
1

6
x3 +

1

30
x5 +

17

2520
x7 + · · · (4.51)

which is the Taylor series of the exact solution at x = 0.

5 Conclusion

In this work, we applied an improvement of the HPM to the integro-differential equa-
tions. The NHPM yielded the Maclaurin series of the exact solution. By applying the
Laplace transformation to the truncated Maclaurin series and then the Padé approxi-
mation to the solution derived from the Laplace transformation, we obtained the exact
solution of some of these equations. Note that in the above process, the obtained solution
did not depend on the number of the selected terms in the truncated Maclaurin series. The
analyzed examples illustrated the ability and the reliability of the NHPM and revealed
that the presented improvement of the HPM was a simple but very effective factor for
calculating the exact solution of this kind of equations.
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