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Introduction:

Crop damage caused by weeds is more than crop failure due to pests and diseases.
As a consequence, half or more of farmers" efforts is directed towards weed control
(Rashed-Mohassel et al.,2001). Weeds inflict damage to crops through competition
for light, water and nutrients, as well as via exerting allelopathic effects, leading to
crop loss and decreased yield quality and quantity, which, in turn, results in losses
among farmers (Zand et al., 2002). Weed control is of significant importance in
corn production, particularly, during the early stages of corn growth when weeds
can naturally outcompete young corn stands. Increasing crop density can be used
as an effective factor to enhance availability of resources for crops in competition
with weeds. With increased corn density, growth and seed production ability of
weeds are diminished in the production system (Bayat et al., 2009). Application
of chemical herbicides is a major way to curb weeds in crop production systems.
However, excessive use of herbicides can pollute environment and contaminate
underground water and put the health of humans and animals in jeopardy. Hence,
integrated management of weeds is considered to be an important approach in
terms of reducing consumption of chemical herbicides. The present study was
conducted to evaluate the role of integrated weed management practices in the
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control of weeds in the corn field as well as its effects on corn yield performance.
Materials and Methods:

Integrated weed management in corn (Cordona variety) was studied in an
experiment conducted in 2016-2017 growing season in Dehloran region, Ilam
province, Iran. The experiment was performed in split-split plots based on a
randomized complete block design with three replications. The main plot was
tillage systems with two levels (tillage (cultivator) and no-tillage), corn density
at three levels (65, 75 and 85 thousand plants per hectare) assigned to sub plots,
and two herbicide applications (herbicide and no- herbicide) in sub-sub plots.
Frequency and density of weeds, dry weight grain yield, biological yield, harvest
index, 100 seed weight, grain number per ear, protein percent, fiber and ash were
measured. The data from the experiment were analyzed using SAS ver. 9.4 and
all the figures were drawn by Excel. Means were compared by LDS test at 5 %
probability level and interaction effects between traits were sliced.

Results and Discussion:

Small-flowered nutsedge (5.2 plants m?), ground cherry (4.4 plants m?), and
redroot pigweed (6.8 plants m?) were found to be dominant weed species in the
field. Increasing the corn density from 65 to 85 thousand plants m~led to a reduction
0f 102% and 129% in weed density and biomass, respectively. The results showed
that weed density and biomass were decreased by inter-row tillage system. The
highest grain yield (5720 kg ha') was associated with the highest maize density +
herbicide + tillage treatments. Inter-row tillage increased biological yield of maize
by 17% as compared to non-tillage. The highest protein content of grain (9.78%)
was obtained at 75000 plants m?density using herbicide. Fiber and ash percentage
were higher at higher densities with the application of tillage and herbicide. The
greatest harvest index (52.88 %) was achieved with no tillage treatment, 65000
plants m?density and herbicide application. The lowest harvest index was related
to tillage treatment, 85000 plants m? density and no herbicide application. The
highest corn grain fiber content was recorded from tillage treatment and herbicide
use when sowing density was 85000 plants m, which did not show any significant
difference with sowing densities of 65000 and 75000 plants m-2.

Conclusion:

Our results showed that increase in planting density of corn reduced the number
and dry weight of weeds. This could be a suitable strategy as an alternative to
the excessive use of chemical herbicides, which causes a lot of environmental
issues. Also, it was observed that tillage practices resulted in reduced density and
dry weight of weeds. Therefore, inter-row tillage could be used to keep the weed
population at the lowest level throughout the growing season.
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