
Iranian Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Spring 2011: 7(2): 117-121
ijps.sums.ac.ir  

R

Original Article

In vitro and in vivo Production of Gingerols and Zingiberene in
Ginger Plant (Zingiber officinale Roscoe)

Imaneh Dehghania, Akbar Mostajerana, Gholamreza Asgharib,*

aPlant Science Division, Biology Department, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, I.R.Iran.
bIsfahan Pharmaceutical Sciences Research Center, School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical

Sciences, Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan, I.R.Iran.

Abstract
Ginger plant, Zingiber officinale Roscoe, is an important tropical plant used as

spices and well known for its medicinal properties. It has a pungent and aromatic
rhizome rich of zingiberen and gingerols. Many secondary metabolites are known
to accumulate in the plant cell culture systems. So, in this research, gingerols and
zingiberene production of callus cultures were compared with regenerated plant in
vitro and glasshouse cultivated ginger in vivo. The experiment was conducted in a
randomized treatment design with 4 replicates. Ginger rhizomes were imported from
china and were cultured in dark at 28±2 °C for 30 days for sprouting and then were
cut to small pieces (2-3 cm) and sterilized, and then the rhizomes were cut into 5
mm sized pieces. Bud explants were inoculated on different sterile medium at
25±2 °C under 16 L/8D photoperiod for 2 months. For in vivo culture, the ginger
rhizome’s surface was sterilized by using 1 g of l-1 of benomyle fungicide solution
then was cut into small unique pieces and kept in perlite in control condition for 2
weeks for germination. Then unique sprouting seedlings were transferred to
hydroponic system including Hoagland’s solution for 3 months. Fresh calli, in
vitro and in vivo gingers rhizomes were used for extraction with dichloromethane
and analyzed by TLC. No gingerols and zingiberene spots on calli plates were
detected, but in vitro and in vivo ginger rhizomes produced gingerols and zingiberene.
Therefore, callus culture of ginger is proposed for rapid proliferation of plant cells. 
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1. Introduction
Ginger plant, Zingiber officinale Roscoe, is

an important medicinal horticultural crop in
South East Asia and has a pungent, aromatic

rhizome that is rich in secondary metabolites
such as oleoresin, phenolic derivates,
zingiberene and gingerols [1]. Ginger has
been traditionally used for treatment of
headaches, nausea, colds [2], arthritis,
rheumatism, muscular discomfort [3], and
inflammation [4]. Ginger therapeutic effects
such as anti-inflammatory activities and
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moderate pungency have been attributed to the
mixture of gingerol derivatives in oleoresins
[5]. Recently, the production of secondary
metabolites using plant cell and organ culture
has been considered as a major research area.
Micropropagation [6], organ culture [7],
somatic embryogenesis [8], organogenesis
[9], protoplast culture [10], and germplasm
preservation [11] of ginger have been
reported. Many compounds are known to
accumulate in plant cell culture systems (in
vitro), and their concentrations were equal
to or higher than that of the plant (in vivo)
[12]. Dornenburg  and Knorr (1995) reported
that cell culture have a higher rate of
metabolism than intact differentiated plants
because the initiation of cell growth in culture
leads to a fast proliferation of the cell mass and
to a condensed biosynthetic cycle [13]. 

It is reported that production of gingerol
and zingiberene in callus culture of Z.
officinale is correlated with some sort of dif-
ferentiation [14]. Lack of information on in
vitro and in vivo differentiation related to the
secondary metabolite production in Zingiber
officinale Rosc. was the reason for conducting
this experiment. In this research, secondary
metabolite (gingerols and zingiberene)
production of callus culture (in vitro) and
regenerated ginger has been compared with
the ginger which was cultivated in greenhouse
(in vivo).

2. Materials and methods
2.1. In vitro culture

Ginger rhizomes were obtained from China
and then kept in dark at 28±2 °C for 30 days
for sprouting. The ginger rhizomes were cut
into small pieces (2-3 cm) and sterilized in 2%
NaClO solution with 4 drops of Tween 40 for
5 min, after tap washing and treatment with
70% ethanol for 30 sec. After a thorough
wash in sterile distilled water, the rhizomes
were surface sterilized with 0.2% (w/v)
mercuric chloride solution enriched with few
drops of 1 N HCl for 10-15 min. Following

repeated washes with sterile water (4 washes,
3 min) the rhizomes were cut into 5 mm sized
pieces having at least one bud. The outer
sheaths covering buds were further removed
[15]. The buds as explants were inoculated on
a different sterile medium with 4 replicates
[16]. 

2.2. Callus induction and plant regeneration
The basal Murashige and Skoog (MS)

medium, containing 3% sucrose and 0.7%
agar, pH 5.8, supplemented with 2,4-dichloro
phenoxy acetic acid (2,4-D) and Kinetin (Kn)
as plant growth regulators (PGRs) were used
as the medium for different treatments
(Table1). The buds of rhizomes in the medium
were incubated for 2 months at 25± 2 °C
under 16 L/8D photoperiod for callus
establishment. The medium with 1 and 0.2
mg.l-1 of 2,4-D and Kn, respectively (M4),
was used to obtain the highest percentage of
callus induction. Each treatment resulted in
callus formation accounted as positive results
on callus induction. Then, the callus mass
was also sub-cultured to hormone free
medium M1 for 3 months in order to obtain
shoot development and leaf emergence that
lead to ginger regeneration [17]. 

2.3. In vivo culture
The ginger rhizome’s surface was sterilized

using 1 g/l of benomyle fungicide solution
then cut into small pieces in such a way that
each piece contained one vegetative bud. The
rhizomes were planted in control condition in
glasshouse (30±5 °C, 55±5% RH and 16
L/8D photoperiod) in small pots filled with
perlite for germination. After 2 weeks, the
unique sprouting seedlings were transferred
to hydroponic system including Hoagland’s
solution for 3 months [18].

2.4. TLC analysis
Fresh calli, in vitro and in vivo ginger's

rhizomes were cut into smaller pieces and
macerated with dichloromethane (5 ml), at
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room temperature, then shaked for 20 min.,
filtered, and concentrated under nitrogen gas
to give at least 1 ml of the extract, dehydrated
by anhydrous sodium sulfate and chro-
matographed on a pre-coated TLC silica gel
plate (silica gel G 06o F254 plates). The TLC
plates were put inside the development tank
for the solvent to run up. N-hexane:diethyl
ether (40:60 v/v) was used as developing
solvent system. Then the plates were taken out
before the solvent front reach to the top. The
dried plates were then visualized by heating
at 110 °C after spraying the reagent. The
reagent used was sulfuric acid and vanillin.
The individual zones were detected and
identified in comparison with standards and
the relevant literatures [19]. 

3. Results
3.1. Effect of PGRs on callus induction

The results indicated that different PGRs
treatment has different effects on callus
establishment. Using 0.2 mg/l of Kn had the
lowest effect with 30%, but 1 mg of 2,4-D
caused production of 50% of callus. The best
results were obtained when the combination
of 2,4-D and Kn were used. In this case 70%
callus was produced (Table 2).

3.2. Effect of in vitro and in vivo on gingerols
and zingiberene production

TLC analysis showed several spots with
different Rf values in which gingerols and
zingiberene spots were identified. No
gingerols and zingiberene spots on calli was
detected (Table 3), but two very apparent
spots on plates related to in vitro regenerated
and in vivo greenhouse cultivated ginger

rhizomes were observed. Gingerols, was
revealed as a light violet spots which was
equal to standard spot at Rf 0.3 and
zingiberene as a dark purple spot at Rf 0.9.
Indeed, results showed no more spots in
regenerated in vitro ginger compare to in
vivo.

4. Discusion
Despite positive effect of high

concentration of 2,4-D on cell proliferation
rate and consequently callus induction (70%)
at M4 medium (Table1), no gingerols and
zingiberene was detected in callus samples.
Petiard et al. (1985) had reported that a
number of physical and chemical factors
could influence secondary metabolism in
plant cell culture [20]. They concluded that the
concentration of plant growth regulating
hormones (PGRs) such as auxin (e.i 2,4-D)
increases the cell growth, and higher
concentrations of these hormones are
deleterious to secondary metabolite
production [20]. Similar results were reported
by Ma and Gang (2006) on secondary
metabolites formation in callus of ginger [21].

Indeed, the sites of secondary compounds
synthesis and storage in plant cells often are
located in individual or separated
compartments such as highly specialized
structures containing secretory and
accumulatory elements and oil glands. In
undifferentiated callus cultures, these
accumulation sites are missing and probably
due to the sites missing in calli, very low or
no detectable yields of the secondary
components were obtained [13]. According to
Zarate and Yeoman (1994), the number of
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Table 1. The treatments consisted of Murashige and Skoog
(MS) medium and supplements for callus induction.
Medium PGRs (mg/l)

2,4-D Kn
M1 - -
M2 1 -
M3 - 0.2
M4 1 0.2
PGRs: plant growth regulators; 2,4-D: 2,4-dichloro phenoxy acetic acid; Kn:
Kinetin

Table 2. Percentage of callus induced in different mediums. 
Medium    PGRs (mgL-1)      Callus induction (%)

2,4-D Kn
M1 - - -
M2 1 - 50
M3 - 0.2 30
M4 1 0.2 70
PGRs: plant growth regulators; 2,4-D: 2,4-dichloro phenoxy acetic acid; Kn:
Kinetin
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pigmented cells (cells containing the essential
oils) is higher in mature rhizomes than in
immature ones. Furthermore, they observed
that there is a reasonable correlation between
the number of pigmented cells and gingerols
accumulation sites in the mature and immature
rhizomes [22]. The finding of Zarate and
Yeoman (1994) may support our results on no
production of gingerols and zingibnerene in
callus culture of ginger due to lack of
morphological differentiation.

The amount and composition of secondary
metabolites production in plant cells have
been shown to be variable [23], and they
often change due to physiological conditions
[24]. Also, alterations in the environmental
factors such as nutrient levels, light and
temperature may affect the amount and
composition of secondary metabolites [25].
Funk and Brodelius (1994) reported that
higher amounts of N-sources in MS medium
(in vitro) than in Hoagland's Solution (in vivo)
play an important role in secondary products
accumulation in ginger cells as well as in
Vanilla planifolia [26]. Anasori and Asghari
(2008) also reported that the presence of light
is necessary for the gingerols and zingiberene
production in differentiated Z. officinale [14].
So, in vitro and in vivo different physiological
conditions such as nutrient solution
components, light, temperature, pH, O2 and
CO2 uptake would caused differences between
two environments and may influence
gingerols and zingiberene production.
However, no variation in composition of these
two secondary metabolites was observed
when different conditions were used in differ-
entiation of Z. officinale in this experiment.
It seems that in vitro conditions have not
been effective on gingerols and zingiberene
production resulting from variation of medium
nutrients or morphological differentiation.  
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