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1. Introduction

Reaching the sustainable development of the country requires much attention to the
sustainable development of the rura areas. Therefore, the present study aims to
measureand assess the current sustainability level along with the understanding of
the differences between the regions with regards to the sustainability indicators in
order to make optimal decisions regarding the rural development. Taking this into
account,, sustainable development is considered as a dominant approach towards
development, henceforth, addressing this issue is of great importance in the realm
of development studies.

2.Theoretical Framework

Sustainability is known as a delicate balance between the economic, social, and
environmental dimensions of a community whether at the local, regional, national,
or at the international level. In this respect, sustainable development of a country
depends on the balanced development of all parts of it. Despite the fact that rural
community is one of the most important economic hubs of the country as it can
have a leading role in Gross domestic production, food production to meet the
needs of population, raw material production, and finally the economic agrowth and
development of the country, less attention has been paid to it in various fields of
studies. However, the development of the rural areas of the country has faced many
challenges.

Therefore, addressing the issues related to the rural planning and the rura
development as well as reviewing and evaluating these issues seems to be essential.
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This article studies the stability condition of the rural areas of Falavarjan county in
Isfahan city. Also it surveys the dimensions and indicators that would mostly affect
the sustainable rural development of this region.

3- Methodology

The present study uses a combination of descriptive and analytical methods. First
the theoretical bases and the background literature was reviewed based on which
and regarding the data from the region under the study, 87 indicators were
classified into the five dimensions of Economic, Social, Environmental, Formation,
and Access. The data was gathered through a field research and a survey, using
interviews and the questionnaire that was prepared for this purpose. The validity of
the prepared questionnaire was obtained by using comments from the related
experts and the university teachers to make the required changes. The reliability
coefficient of the questionnaire 0.79 was obtained through a preliminary test using
SPSS software Cronbach apha coefficient. The statistical population consisted of
56 villages of Falavarjan County each having more than 20 families. The
population rate was 93285 people (27024 families) selected from 378 families of
47 villages through a random level-sampling method using Cochrane formula.

4- Discussion

In order to assess the stability condition in the different villages of Falavarjan
County as well as ranking different rura areas of this region TOPSIS and Multi
Criteria Decision Model (MCDM) are used through which 87 indicators from
different dimensions of Economic, Social, Environmental, Formation, and Access
are identified. In the phase of normalizing and weighing the indicators, Fuzzy and
Entropy methods are employed while for the ranking of the villages TOPSIS
method is applied. The obtained results regarding the values of CL in TOPSIS
model indicate that Mosian and Karsangan villages from Abrisham rural area with
the sustainability values of 0.890 and 0.732, respectively, have the highest ranks,
and VazirAbad and RahimAbad villages from Garkan Shomali rural area with the
sustainability values of 0.187, and 0.138, respectively have the lowest
sustainability ranks. In order to study the differences between the different rura
areas of the region in terms of the sustainable indicators, Multivariate Analysis of
Variance (MANOVA) and Dunken test are performed. Results show that there are
significant differences across different rural areas of the Falavarjan County in
terms of sustainability regarding the four dimensions of Economic, Environmental,
Formation, and Access. Therefore, they can be grouped differently in each of these
dimensions.

5- Conclusion and Suggestions

The results of relative ranking of the rural areas of the region show that
sustainability is largely influenced by the environmental factors, especially water
resources. Due to the frequent droughts in the country particularly in the province
of Isfahan, it is required to manage water resources of the region more efficiently
to decrease its negative impact on the sustainable development of the rural aress.
According to the field observations, employing high efficient irrigation systems,
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and changing the pattern of cropping in the region are among the two possible
approaches to reach this end. Empowering local economy and creating various
employment opportunities to reduce the reliance on merely agricultura activities
can improve sustainability indicators in the region. The increase of the social
welfare through the development of health services, education, communication,
and supporting services such as agricultural and unemployment insurances can
increase the sustainability level. Development is a dynamic process affected by
many factors. Achieving sustainable development requires continuous assessment
of its indicators to be able to monitor the current state, and consequently to make
correct decisions along with taking the necessary steps to preserve the devel opment
pace.
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