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1. Introduction 
The increasing growth and the development of the cities  along with the 
consequences of modernism and urbanism necessitate the growth of green spaces 
and parks which play and effective role in improving the conditions and quality of 
citizen’s life and their peace and enjoyment; however, nowadays public parks, 
which are one of the most important elements of such public spaces, have created 
numerous problems for the safety of the citizens, endangering the health of all the 
citizens, especially the children and the elderly. Thus, all over the world, the issue 
of safety in such spaces is of paramount importance and concern regarding the 
latest incidents in these places, specifically public parks in metropolises which 
necessitates a scientific review while considering its relation to all of their 
operators and beneficiaries. To this end, the present research aims to review the 
safety of public parks in Mashhad according to five factors including perception of 
safety, hygienic safety, physical safety, psychological safety, and physical 
accessibility. 
 
2. Theoretical Framework 
As one of the fundamental elements of the physical space of cities, public spaces 
are an important social and communal concept. Such spaces, as one of the places 
that can provide a peaceful and tranquil resort for the citizens, have always been at 
the center of urban managers’ and planners’ attention. From a social-cultural 
viewpoint, public spaces are places which are created with the aim of producing 
and fostering extrinsic relations, interactions, engagements along with experiencing 
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social changes where various groups with different demands and tastes are 
gathered. In this respect, social interactions aiming at creating a means of public 
communication for the specific purposes in public spaces are among the major 
prerequisites for categorizing a public space as an urban public park which can 
play a crucial role in the health of the city and its citizens. This is based on Farley’s 
theory that physical activities of citizens who think they are living in an unsafe 
environment is less than those who deem outdoors as a safe place. According to 
this theory, utilization of such urban spaces, including parks, is directly correlated 
with the individual’s sense of safety. As a result, special attention is required to be 
paid to this crucial issue. Moreover, according to the domino theory, incidents 
happen due to some factors and elements which should be identified and mitigated 
to prevent the formation of the unsafe spaces. Hence, urban planners and managers 
are expected to have a clear mandate to create safe places by conducting scientific 
studies along with following fully operational programs. 
 
3. Methodology 
The study uses the document analysis as well as the observation method to provide 
both a descriptive analysis along with the quantitative survey based one. In this 
respect, to study and evaluate the safety level of the two parks from the visitors’ 
perspective, document analysis was utilized for the theoretical aspect and the field-
survey was applied in the phase of data collection.  The participants included the 
visitors of the two mentioned parks for whom owing to the lack of precise statistics 
regarding the number of visitors, Cochran formula was used for calculating the 
sample size due to the lack of precise statistics regarding the number of visitors 
leading to the sample size of 384. As a result, around 200 questionnaires were 
distributed in each park. 
 
4. Results and Discussion 
Considering the importance of parks in the urban space, the issue of safety is 
among the most significant points which have to be borne in mind in planning, 
implementing, managing, and maintaining in order to satisfy the visitors’ needs and 
to avoid the occurrence of any unpleasant incident. .  In this respect, the aim of the 
present research was to do a comparative analysis of the safety factors in the public 
parks, namely perception of safety, hygienic safety, physical safety, psychological 
safety, and physical accessibility. Regarding the evaluation and analysis of safety 
in the two parks, the findings of the study revealed that the visitors of Kuhsangi 
Park in Mashhad feel much safer compared to the ones visiting Basji Bustan. 
Kuhsangi Park is in a reasonable condition as it provides a higher level of safety 
compared to Basij Park. Although the general public is somehow satisfied with the 
safety of Kohsanig Park, more attention should be paid to the issues of planning 
and designing urban green spaces. Using t-test to testify the third hypothesis of the 
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study demonstrated that a significant difference exists between the parks under 
study. Generally it can be said that the level of safety in parks under study is 
positively correlated with their district’s level of development; the more developed 
the district, the higher the safety coefficient. 
 
5. Suggestions 
For the purpose of improving the condition of the parks under study, and with 
regards to the mentioned factors, following suggestions are made: 
1. Due to the lower-than-average level of safety, Basij Park should be equipped 
with the much better lightning system 
2. Designing and checking principles of physical safety 
3. Investigating and supervising the  physical accessibility of Mellat Park 
4. Taking the factors of perception of safety in Mellat Park into account 
5. Since reaching a satisfactory safety condition in parks requires participation of 
citizens and visitors, increasing  the  people’s awareness and teaching in this 
respect seems necessary 
6. Considering the fact that safety is one of the major issues in the public’s 
reception of urban green spaces, identifying the influential factors, holding 
educational classes for the people in charge as well as conducting research 
regarding this issue is suggested. 
 
References 
1. Abbaszadegan, M. (2005). Social and psychological dimensions of urban 

environment. Journal of Engineering Sciences, 16(1), 84-69. [In Persian] 
2. Adibi Sadinejad, F., & Azimi, A. (2011). Determination of security in urban 

environment based on the physical and design parameters (A case study of 
Babolsar). Amayesh Journal, 4(15), 81-106. [In Persian] 

3. Arjomandi, R., Jozi, S. A., Nouri, J., & Afsharnia, A. (2008). Health, safety and 
environment management in urban parks. Journal of Environmental Sciences 
and Technology, 1(10), 75-89. [In Persian] 

4. Azadi Nejat, S., Jalali, S. G., & Ghodsipour, S. H. (2009). Prioritizing the design 
criteria in planning and safety management of urban parks and green spaces 
using the multi-criteria decision analysis (MCDM). In Sh. Rafiefar (Ed.), The 
proceedings of the 2nd Conference on Tehran Safe Community (pp. 73-86). 
Tehran, Iran: Nashre Shahr Press. [In Persian] 

5. Barker, R. G. (1968). Ecological psychology. Stanford, CA: Stanford University 
Press. 

6. Department of Research Planning and Urban Stable Development and Research 
Management. (2009). Achieving the appropriate parks: A step towards stable 
development in Mashhad. Mashhad, Iran: Mashhad's Office of Governor. 

Archive of SID

www.SID.ir

http://www.sid.ir


 Journal of Geography and Regional Development  Vol 13,  No. 1(2015) – S.N.24                                      46 
  
7. Dunnett, N., Swanwick, C., & Wooly, H. (2002). Improving urban parks, play 

areas and green spaces. London, England: Department of Landscape. 
8. Farbodnia, M., Hosseini, M., & Minaie, F. (2014). Investigating the safety 

indexes in urban parks (A case study of Mellat Park in Mashhad). In A. Keivani 
(Ed.), The proceedings of the International Congress on Structure, Architecture 
and Urban Development (pp. 8-16). Tabriz, Iran. [In Persian] 

9. Fiissel, D. G., Pattison, G., & Howard, A. (2005). Severity of playground 
fractures: Play equipment versus standing height falls. Injury Prevention, 11(6), 
337-339.  

10. Ghasri, M., Kalantari, M., Jabari, K., & Ghezelbash, S. (2010). The impact of 
type and composition of urban land uses on forming the spatial patterns of 
crime. A case study: Drug-related crimes in CBD of Tehran. Geopolitics 
Quarterly, 7(3), 174-202. [In Persian] 

11. Hayati, B. A., Taghizadeh, M., & Mohammad Rezai, R. (2011). Investigating 
the factors affecting the satisfaction of visitors about the quality of services 
offered in Tabriz's parks. In N. Shahnooshi (Ed.), The proceedings the First 
Conference on Urban Economy (pp. 1-17). Mashhad, Iran. [In Persian] 

12. Hilborn, J. (2009). Dealing with crime and disorder in urban parks. USA: U.S. 
Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, Center 
for Problem–Oriented Policing.  

13. Jafari, H. R., Salehi, A., & Sadeghi Naini, H. (2010). Play areas safety: An 
approach to environmental planning. Journal of Environmental Studies, 36(56), 
13-24. [In Persian] 

14. Khakpour, B., Rafie, H., Salehifard, M., & Tavangar, M. (2010). Examining 
the urban management performance in public parks and green spaces using the 
TOPSIS method: A case study of Mashhad. Journal of Geography and 
Regional Development Research, 8(14), 1-27. [In Persian] 

15. Laghai, H., & Asghari Tabari, M. (2003). Safety management in Tehran's parks 
and green spaces. Journal of Environmental Sciences and Technology, 5(4), 29-
38. [In Persian] 

16. Loder, R. (2008). The demographics of playground equipment injuries in 
children. Journal of Pediatric Surgery, 43(3), 691-699.  

17. Majnounian, H. (1995). Debates about parks, green spaces, promenades. 
Tehran, Iran: Tehran Parks & Green Space Organization. [In Persian] 

18. Piri, A., Zali, N., & Taghilou, A. A. (2012). The analysis of the capability of 
using empowerment strategy in regularization of informal settlements of 
Golshahr, Mashhad. Urban-Regional Studies and Research, 3(12), 119-134. [In 
Persian] 

19. Rabani, R., Nazari, J., & Mokhatari, M. (2011). Sociological explanation of 
urban parks function (A case study of Isfahan). Urban-Regional Studies and 
Research, 3(10), 111-134. [In Persian] 

Archive of SID

www.SID.ir

http://www.sid.ir


 Journal of Geography and Regional Development  Vol 13,  No. 1(2015) – S.N.24                                      47 
  
20. Rabare, R. S., Okech, R., & Onyango, G. M. (2009). The role of urban parks 

and socio-economic development: Case study of Kisumu Kenya. Theoretical 
and Empirical Research in Urban Management, 3(12), 22-36 . 

21. Rizvi, N., Luby, S., Azam, S. I., & Rabbani, F. (2006). Distribution and 
circumstances of injuries in squatter settlements of Karachi, Pakistan. Accident 
Analysis & Prevention, 38(3), 526–531.  

22. Roustai, S., Torkaman Nia, N., & Hosseini, M. (2014). A comparative study of 
spatial justice in safety indicators in urban parks (A case study: Koohsangi and 
Vahdat parks in Mashhad). Urban-Regional Studies and Research, 6(22), 109-
126. [In Persian] 

23. Saruj, S. (2011). Safety and health. Tehran, Iran: Industrial Research & 
Training Center of Iran Press. [In Persian] 

24. Statistical Centre of Iran. (2010). Iranian population and housing census for 
Khorsan Razavi province in 2010. Tehran, Iran: Statistical Centre of Iran. [In 
Persian] 

25. Statistical Centre of Iran. (2011). Iranian population and housing census for 
Khorsan Razavi province in 2011. Tehran, Iran: Statistical Centre of Iran. [In 
Persian] 

26. Tabari Kouchaksarani, S., Laghai, H., & Hosseini, S. M. (2012). Assessment of 
Ghaemshahr's urban parks and optimizing for use of citizens. Amayesh Journal, 
5(19), 75-99  . [In Persian] 

27. Taghvai, M., Moradi, G., & Safarabadi, A. (2010). Investigation and evaluation 
of Isfahan's parks base on the existing conditions and criteria for the access of 
the disabled and the crippled. Geography and Environmental Planning, 21(2), 
47-64. [In Persian] 

28. Vollman, D., Witsaman, R., Comstock, R. D., & Smith, G. A. (2009). 
Epidemiology of playground equipment-related injuries to children in the 
United States. Clinical Pediatrics, 48(1), 66-71.  

29. Wheater, C. P., Potts, E., Shaw, E. M., Perkins, C., Smith, H., Casstles, H., . . . 
Bellis, M. A. (2007). Urban parks and public health exploiting a resource for 
healthy minds and bodies. A report from the Department of Environmental and 
Geographical Sciences, Manchester Metropolitan University and Centre for 
Health, Liverpool John Moores University. 

 
How to cite this article: 
 

Husseini, M., Mahdian Behnamiri, M., & Sedighi, A. (2015). measuring and 
analyzing the safety in public parks (Case studies of Kohsangi and Basij 
Parks in Mashhad). Journal of Geography and Regional Development, 13(24), 
185-207.  
URL  http://jgrd.um.ac.ir/index.php/geography/article/view/42142

Archive of SID

www.SID.ir

http://www.sid.ir

