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Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor-in-Chief

Iranian J Parasitol

I read the recent report by Asgari et al. (1)
with a great interest. They studied on the
seroprevalence of 7. gondii in chicken and
concluded that *“Based on cultural and food
habits in our area, the meat and viscera of
chicken may be important sources of infec-
tion in human when consuming semi-cooked
meats” and also mentioned for several
means to control of the transmittable 7.
gondii from chicken. There are some con-
cerns on this report. Indeed, the 7. gondii as
a food borne disease is recently proposed
and chicken were proposed as important
sources of infection in many countries (2 —
3). Dubey recently reported that very high
prevalence of the parasite could be found in
chickens raised in backyards and free-range
organic establishments [2]. In the report by
Asgari et al., the in depth analysis for these
backgrounds might give more useful
information. In addition, although the
suggestions by them are useful not all arise
from their seroprevalence study. There is no
complete assessment on the human
seroprevalence in that area as well as the
chicken eating behavior of those people. It
should also be noted that statistically signifi-
cant correlation of 7. gondii infection was

found with cat, chicken and pig contact but
none with consumption of meat, milk, and

eggs (4).

Sincerely
Professor Viroj Wiwanitkit
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