Archive of SID.ir

N\

553

/

/luéﬁo’!“j

1A
»

LI =

Bu —A]l Sin
University

A

Iranian Scientific ®
Archaeological
Association

2
7]
<
z
5]
T
%
Z
s
2
<
o
@
o
<
=
=
7
@
T
S
=]
N
E

Vol. 12, No. 35, Winter 2023

P. ISSN: 2345-5225 & E. ISSN: 2345-5500
Homepage: https://nbsh.basu.ac.ir/

1. Ph.D. in Art Research, Department of Art
Research, Faculty of Art, Alzahra University,
Tehran, Iran .

2. Professor of Art Research Department,
Faculty of Art, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author).

Email: a.dadvar@alzahra.ac.ir

Citations: Khani, S. & Dadvar, A., (2023), “A
research on Persian goddesses associated with
cow (in comparison with cow-goddesses in
Egypt, Mesopotamia and India)”. Pazhoheshha-
ye Bastan shenasi Iran, 12(35): (33-58. doi:
10.22084/nb.2022.24940.2380).

Homepage of this Article: https://nbsh.basu.
ac.ir/article_5057.html?lang=en

PAZHOHESH-HA-YE BASTANSHENASI IRAN
Archaeological Researches of Iran
Journal of Department of Archacology, Faculty of Art and

Architecture, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan, Iran.

Publisher: Bu-Ali Sina University. All rights
reserved.

@Copyrighl©2022, The Authors. This open-
access article is published under the terms of
the Creative Commons.

A Research on Persian Goddesses Associated
with Cow (In Comparison with Cow-Goddesses
in Egypt, Mesopotamia and India)

Khani, Sh.!

, Dadvar, A.?

&) https://dx.doi.org/10.22084/NB.2022.24940.2380
Received: 2021/09/16; Accepted: 2022/03/14
Type of Article: Research
Pp: 33-58

Abstract

The worship of cattle, especially bull and cow was common in ancient
cultures, from Egypt to the Indus valley, and many of its signs can be seen
in images, texts and myths. Many of the gods and goddesses were bull or
cow. The religion of the indigenous peoples of the Plateau are similar to the
mentioned cultures and the image of a cow goddess on the Elamite seal the
third millennium BC has been obtained. But in Iran, due to the arrival of
the Aryans and the emergence and domination of the Zoroastrian religion
and the changes that occurred in the sources of the Zoroastrian religion,
there are various ambiguities and opinions about the Iranian goddesses.
It is assumed that due to centuries of proximity of the indigenous peoples
and newcomers and cultural ties with other areas, religious interactions
have taken place. The main question is which goddesses can be a good
example for a cow goddess like other civilizations? The aim of this study
is to select two or three cow goddesses in Mesopotamian, Egyptian and
Indian cultures and by comparative study and using the three universal
and widespread symbols of cow, milk and tree of life as the main criterion
and characteristic of the great goddesses, we will show that some of these
characteristics can be matched with the goddesses; Drvasp (GoSurvan),
Anahita and Sepandarmaz. The two symbols of the milk and the tree of life
have been seen in all ancient times and their association with the symbol
of the cow in most cultures provides a good criterion for knowing more
about the goddesses of Iran. This article has been done by descriptive-
comparative and analytical method and using library resources. The
lack of a study focused on the leading Iranian goddesses necessitates a
comparative study.

Keywords: Cow, Milk, Tree of Life, Goddess.
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Introduction

“Of all the great religions of the world, Zoroastrianism contains the most
difficult issues.” Zaehner writes in the preface to his book “The rise and
fall of Zoroastrianism”. (Zaehner,2005:12) One of the difficult points is the
existence of goddesses in the religion of ancient Iran, which is mentioned
in recent Zoroastrian and western resources, but the connection of many of
them with the pre-Aryan past remains more or less obscure. The existence
of the cow goddesses is known in almost ancient cultures. Despite the
Elamite seal with the image of a cow goddess, the question arises which
of the goddesses of ancient Iran can be associated with this symbol? this
research is based on the hypothesis that the existence of different religious
connections between ancient civilizations as well as the influence between
the religion of the indigenous peoples of the plateau and the Aryan tribes has
been accepted by most scholars, and based on some evidence that is briefly
mentioned in this discourse, the three Iranian goddesses are in harmony
with selected symbols. This research is an attempt to know more about
Iranian goddesses using three important global symbols of cow, milk and
tree of life. These symbols are often associated with the great goddesses.
For this purpose, two or three goddesses have been selected from each
civilization and the symbolic relationship of these goddesses with the
cow, milk and tree of life has been shown by descriptive- analytical and
comparative methods and by using library and images sources. Obviously,
the study of this symbol and its associated goddesses in Iran requires
independent research, but before that, a valid and cognitive criterion of the
subject under discussion in similar civilizations is needed, which provides
a comparative study. This research is an interdisciplinary research based
on archaeological findings. The existence of these symbol in countries
like Iran shows that the ancient patterns that the indigenous peoples of
the plateau and elsewhere believed in, continued to exist in later periods.
Regarding the connection of these three symbols and their comparative
study in four civilizations and the relationship of these symbols with the
Persian goddesses, no study has been done so far. The only notable source
is the book “The migration of symbols”, which deals with the Connection
between the goddesses of the Egyptian cow; Hathor and nut and their
relation to the milk and tree of life are mentioned relatively briefly.

Article text
The Egyptian goddesses, Nut and Hathor often depicted as cows whose
bellies form the arch of the sky. Nut, Hathor and Isis have also connected
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with the underworld and in many tombs; for example, Hathor is depicted as
a cow breastfeeding the dead baby Pharaoh. In Mesopotamia, Nin-hursag
and Inana were the cow-goddesses. Vedic goddesses; Aditi and Vac, as
well as Kamadhenu, are also cow goddesses and related to the soma. Soma
is sometimes associated with cow’s milk in Hindu texts. The goddesses
selected in this study are also associated with the tree of life. The tree of
Egyptian life was the sycamore, the sap of which is milky, and is matched
with the goddess- cow’s milk. In Mesopotamia, many Sumerian kings
boasted that they drank the milk of the goddess Nin- hursag. Inana/Ishtar
and Nin-hursag are also associated with the tree of life. In India, Aditi is
the embodiment of the tree of life, And Va¢ and Kamadhenu are associated
with the sacred plant, soma. In Iran, according to the authors, there are
three suitable options for a cow-goddess; Drvasp, Sepanta Armaiti and
Anabhita; a goddess with cow legs has been seen on an Elamite seal from
the third millennium BC. Ackerman considers this figure to be Drvasp or
Gosurvan. Some scholars interpret the words “go0$” and “urvan” to mean
“mother- earth spirit”. In Iran, Sepanta Armaiti is known as earth. Aditi
and Kamadhenu, in some texts are also equated with the earth in India.
The moon is also associated with the “unique created cow”, and in some
texts, it is assumed to be female, and according to Ackerman, it is Drvasp.
Columns with cow heads have also been found in temples attributed to
Anabhita. Anahita is also associated with the; pomegranate and white homa
or geokerena.

Conclusion

The cow is an ancient symbol that is often equated with the Great Goddess,
associated with the moon, earth or sky in different cultures. The oldest
goddesses of the ancient world were the embodiment of the cow and
were often equated with the tree of life. The milk of the cow (goddess)
has also become universal symbol as the nourisher of mankind. In the
two civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotamia, the cow goddesses, such as
Hathor, Nut, Isis, Inana/Ishtar and Nin hursag show the clearest pattern of
the union of the cow- milk- tree of life. In India, these symbols took on
more complex forms.; Aditi, Vag and Kamadhenu whose milk is considered
identical with soma, the sacred plant. In Iran, a cow goddess has been
observed on the Elamite seal from the third millennium BC. The three
goddesses; Drvasp, Anahita and Sepandarmaz are the authors suggestions
for the cow goddesses in Iran. The meaning of GoSurvan, which some

scholars today interpret as “earth-mother spirit”, is appropriate to both Goos$
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urvan and Sepandarmaz, the earth guardian angel. In the temple attributed
to Anahita, headstones with cow heads have been found and geokerena tree

and pomegranate have also related to Anabhita.
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Fig.9: A. Theimageofthegoddess Nuton coffins
and as the tree of life (source from the right:
(Wilkinson, 2003 161; Wilkinson, 1994: 102)
(Quirke, 1992: 491).
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Fig. 9: B. Hathor as the spirit of the tree
(Ivans, 1375: 128).
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Fig. 9. C. Isis as the spirit of the tree (Hook,
1372: 225).
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Table 1: Comparative table of three symbols: Cow, Lion, tree of life with Cow-Goddesses (Authors, 1400).
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