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Extended Abstract  
 
Introduction 
Sustainable development and urban sustainable development has converted to a new and 
dominant paradigm in scientific and theoretical literature that is prevalent about urban 
development and planning. However, this paradigm has various perceptions and interpretations, 
but totally emphasize in the stability and continuity of development for public and for future 
generations, during the time, and a comprehensive view in economic, social and environmental 
complicated dimensions and the development process in a country and a city (Rahnamee et al. 
2005, 178). 

Sustainable urbanity or urbanization is a kind of urbanization that it provides a possibility of 
life, based on human dignity, in present and future, and for subsequent generations and on the 
other hand, it is compatible with environmental considerations and is environment friendly too. 
Thus, sustainable urbanization and urbanity advance the urban social- economic development in 
the way that it leads to protecting the environment and earth resources and it prevent from 
destructing natural environment. I the other words, sustainable urbanization and urbanity form 
and develop, based on coordination with the capacity of ecosystem or natural system (Piran, 
2008: 201). 

Environmental problems are one of the most basic issues of today's city and it is the result of 
their conflict and contrast with natural environment. Whereas, urban development necessarily is 

  ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ
∗ E-mail: Ali.firouzbakht@Yahoo.com  Tel: 09123607377  

Archive of SID

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


 Human Geography Research Quarterly, No. 80, Summer 2012 31

comparison with the dominance if buildings, transport industries and economic activities in the 
natural spaces, and during the time, this dominance, has changed to the dominance of the city on 
nature and cause to the widespread urban pollutions. The result of this process will be the 
unbalance between human and nature and also id disorder in the relations of ecosystem. By 
developing the cities appearances and values of natural environment has exposed in the more 
destruction and erosion and citizens have excluded from natural attractions, and psychological 
and social problems have appeared. The focus of population in cities and urban areas of cities 
and mismatch between developing services and urban infrastructures, especially in developing 
countries, converted urban areas to the unsanitary and polluted areas and faced them with the 
problems of the waste and garbage disposal, providing hygienic water and so on. (Zebardast, 
2004: 153-156). 
 
Methodology 
Generally, dominant approach of this research is quantitative and qualitative, and the kind of 
research is "applied research" and the method id descriptive- analytic and data collecting were 
conducted via accurate library studies and using evidences and documents and field 
observations and perceptions for data registering, and during it, the environmental structure of 
Karaj city has studied and then SWOT technique has used, in order to analyze findings. In order 
to this, internal and external environments of Karaj city studied and then, for completing 
obtained information, a questionnaire used with statistical population of 25 persons of former 
and current urban managers, urban researchers and experts, in order to weighting and giving 
points to the current situation for all of internal factors( threats and opportunities ). And finally 
QSPM matrix used to prioritizing the strategies and also GIS software used for map production.  
 
Results and Discussion  
In contemporary capitalism, the city as an appropriate location and urbanization as a way 
favorable to the environment is considered. Penetrate and influence the culture of capitalism in 
the Third World, including Iran Heterogeneous urban concentration caused rapid urban 
population growth and massive migration of rural - urban. In fact, a process that causes 
population transfer to the cities is largely poor. 

Clear example of such confrontation can be in the old tissues and rural contexts in towns like 
the city of Karaj being seen today. Karaj one hand, according to the specific location of their 
placement means of communication route Highway West Country and the vicinity of Tehran 
and environmental talents and having factories and industrial areas And the other hand, due to 
rapid urbanization process in the country, changing consumption patterns and develop 
community exogenous country, the massive influx of refugees from surrounding towns and 
villages were The tangible outcome of this influx of urban crises created And Following the 
physical development of cities and the destruction and loss of agricultural land and gardens 
around the city.Today the city of Karaj, with numerous environmental issues including, for the 
existence and activities inconsistent and annoying in the city, over industrial development in 
Karaj, a city sewage disposal system was not, despite the massive landfill in the south of the city 
center, etc. has been met. 
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Conclusion 
In this paper, Environmental structure the city Karaj of using SWOT techniques have been 
evaluated. And according to research findings, strengths and opportunities of properly obtained 
in order to overcome weaknesses and threats are not used. The strengths weaknesses and 
Threats on the opportunities are dominant. And type of strategy, (contingency) diversity 
strategies will show. And in the end priorities QSPM matrix based on strategies and is 
suggested. 
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