
Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Urban - Regional Studies and Research Journal 
4th Year – No. 13 - Summer 2012 

 
 

URS Journal 

A Survey on Role of Small Towns in Rural Economic-Social 
Development (Case Study: Ghir-karzin region) 
 
M. Hosseinabadi, M. Poortaheri, A. Mohit Sekeravani 
Received: April 20, 2011/ Accepted: January 16, 2012, 29-32 P 

 
 
 
 
Extended abstract 
1- Introduction 

Numerous researches have shown that 
small urban centers have a significant 
influence on hinterland rural district and 
agricultural development; they offer a nearby 
market for agricultural products, offer job 
opportunities, provide a center for social 
services and help in the diffusion of news and 
information on products and services. 
Promoting market-oriented development 
strategies and their emphasis on the export of 
agricultural products of economic showed that 
links between agriculture and foreign markets 
are efficient. Accordingly, the growth of small 
towns in rural development planning process 
cannot be ignored. Small cities are competent 
regions for non-agricultural investment in 
order to reduce density and increase costs in 
big cities. 
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2- Theoretical bases 

If adequate working conditions can be 
provided in small towns as well as big cities, 
these cities can control immigration flows. 
Development of small cities can be helpful in 
adsorbing the increasing  part of labor that can 
not to be employed in agriculture section and 
thus plays an important role in employment of 
labors in developing countries.  Criteria 
provided by the UN to recognize the small 
towns from other urban groups is the number 
of inhabitants less than 100000 in it, but in 
every country and regional conditions and 
requirements with regard to demographic, 
social and economic, this criterion is different. 
In the area  under the focus of this study, 
twenty-five thousand population towns were 
considered as small towns. 

 
3- Discussion 

In the current study, we have analyzed the 
relationships between hinterland villages near 
the city of Ghir and their economical and 
social development. The geographical 
positioning of the villages was also taken into 
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consideration.  We have used statistical 
inference model in order to evaluate the 
indexes. 15 villages and 300 families in Ghir-
Karzin Township were chosen as our case 
study. Numerous fieldtrip were made in order 
to collect the required data. The methodology 
used was descriptive-analytical and the choice 
of indexes was chosen according to the social-
economical aspects of rural development. 

 
4- Conclusion 

We have used statistical model in order to 
determine the correlation between the 
relations of the villages and Ghir and the 
social-economical development. Using SPSS 
software, 16 indicators of quality were 
assessed by Spearman correlation coefficient 
and Pearson. Our study shows that for most 
indexes a correlation exists. Among the 
economic indicators, two indicators of job 
satisfaction and stability in relation to their 
calorie intake has been stable and for other 
indicators such as income, housing 
satisfaction, and the capital, household assets, 
household amenities, agricultural development 
a significant positive relationship was 
observed. The status of social indicators also 
show the relationship between the city and 
social development indicators; the most 
meaningful relationship was positive and only 
for extroversion and social interaction, 
responsibility and sense of deprivation, no 
relation was observed.  

These results indicate that the research 
literature that has emphasized the positive role 
and development of small cities is consistent 
with reality and at the local level. On the other 
hand, the role of rural relationship with the 
geographical factors is also assessed. Based on 
studies conducted, there has been a significant 
negative relationship between geographical 

factors such as remoteness and proximity to 
cities and typology of villages with the degree 
of connection to the city. In other words, the 
villages which are located at a closer distance 
have more relationship with the city and vice 
versa. In addition, a more careful analysis of 
the typology of the villages confirms this 
assumption in that rural mountain villages 
have less relationship with the City of Ghir. 

 
5 – Suggestions 

According to the results of this study and 
confirmation of the positive and 
developmental role of small towns, we offer 
the following suggestions: 

Providing facilities in small towns for rural 
working population and unemployed can 
prevent migration of the rural unemployed to 
the metropolises. 

Good access to rural services and shopping 
centers, especially in small towns. 

Development of local markets emphasizing 
agricultural products in small towns. 

Improvement of transport and 
communications infrastructure between rural 
areas and small towns. 

Providing facilities and incentives to 
encourage private sector investment in small 
cities to invest in these cities 
Keywords: small town, economical-social 
development, rural-urban relationship. 
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