
Abstract/  
________________________________________________________________     

 

21

 
 
 
 

Another Look at Literary Tazkares (A discussion about the typology of literary 
tazkares and proposing a model for classifying them) 

 
 
 

Saeed Shafieiun ∗ 
 
 

Abstract  
Tazkares (anthologies), besides being one of the most basic research sources in 
literary sciences and being among original historical cultural sources, have generally 
artistic values due to their literary content and skill of their authors. Moreover, since 
they are sequential sources and under the influence of previous works, they also 
follow explicit and implicit criteria and patterns which sometimes promote them 
even to the level of a genre. Finding structural criteria and generic patterns of 
Tazkares is not an easy task because the nature of literary Tazkares is to some extent 
non-literary and overlaps with history and other human sciences and always wants to 
return to its main non-literary origins.  
On the other hand, since poetry and literature have been super-media in the classic 
world and consequently various groups of people in different periods liked them, an 
enormous fair of them has come into existence throughout time which has had 
different color and description for its customers and visitors. This matter creates 
many problems in the so-called literary decadence period. Due to this, generic 
criteria of Tazkares either remained unknown or were forgotten after the appearance 
of non-poets. At this point, the researcher faces contradictions repeatedly because he 
cannot eliminate such instances, on the one hand, and cannot gain theoretical 
coherence by considering them, on the other. Thus, the best possible solution is to 
consider separate validity for each research example and, indeed, consider 
prototypical and standard examples as the base of research and evaluate weaker 
examples as indication or extension of the main issue. 
 Assuming that constituents of a genre, from the most trivial and secondary to the 
main ones, can be studied regarding form, content and presentation, literary Tazkares 
can be explored as following: regarding the form, elements such as order and 
organization, volume, independence, literary aspect and shape can be investigated; 
regarding the content, macro factors like title of the work and its chapters, preface 
and examples, subject, tone, originality and accuracy can be studied. Accordingly, 
there are detailed and brief Tazkares (with regard to volume), independent and 
implicit Tazkares (regarding independence), simple, elaborated and poetic Tazkares 
(with regard to literary aspect), and plain and illustrated Tazkares (with regard to 
shape). If content is considered, Tazkares are classified into general and exclusive 
(regarding inclusion), parodied and serious (regarding tone), research-critical, 
Talkhisi, Montahel, Motarjam and Zeili (regarding originality). The criterion of 
presentation is mostly influential in the process of generic evolution and 
transformation.  
 
                                                 
∗ Assistant Professor of Persian language and literature, University of Isfahan.  

Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

www.SID.ir

www.sid.ir


    /Abstract 
ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ   

 

22

References 
1. Arezoo, Seraj od-Din Alikhan  (2004). Majma’ al-Nafayes. Zib an-Nessa 

(emend.). Islamabad: Institute of Persian Researches of Iran and Pakistan. 
2. Azad Balgerami, Ghoam Ali (1817). Khazane ‘Amere. Kanpour, Lithographic 

printing. 
3. Ahmadi, Babak (1991). Structure and Interpretation of Text. Tehran: Markaz. 
4. Ohadi Baliani, Taqi ad-Din (2011). ‘Arafat al-Asheqin va ‘Arasat al-Arefin. 

Zabih Allah Sahebkar and Fakhr Ameneh (emend.). Tehran: Written Heritage 
and Library of Islamic Parliament.  

5. Badaouni, Abd ol-Qader Ibn Molookshah (1999). Montakhab at-Tavarikh. 
Ahmad Ali Saheb (emend.) with introduction and annotation by Tofiq H. 
Sobhani. Tehran: Association of Cultural Works and Figures. 

6. Hazin Lahiji,  Mohammad Ibn Ali Ibn Abi Talib (1995). Tazkaret al-
Mo’aserin. Ma’soumeh Salek (emend.). Tehran: Written Heritage. 

7. Khazanedarloo, Mohammad Ali (1995). Persian Books of Verses. Tehran: 
Rozane. 

8. Samarqandi, Doltashah (2003). Tazkaret ash-Sho’ara. Edward Brown 
(emend.). Tehran: Asatir. 

9. Ravandi, Mohammad Ibn Solayman (1984). Rahat as-Sodur va Ayat as-
Sorour. Muhammad Eqbal (emend.). Tehran: Bookstore of Aliakbar Elmi. 

10. Shafiee Kadkani, Mohammad Reza (2007). Social Context of Persian Poetry. 
Tehran: Akhtaran. 

11. --------------- (1996). A Poet under the Assault of Critiques. Teharn: Agah. 
12. Shamisa, Siroos (1994). Literary Genres. Tehran: Ferdows. 
13. Shafieiun, Saeed (2012). Arafat, a distinguished Tazkare, The Mystic 

Sacrifice: In honor of ‘Aref Noshahi. Tehran: Publication of Islamic 
Parliament Library. 

14. Fotuhi, Mahmood (2006). Literary Criticism in Hindi Style. Tehran: Sokhan. 
15. -------------- (2008). Theory of Literary History. Tehran: Sokhan. 
16. Qasemipour, Qodrat (2010). Aspect against genre, Literary Criticism, Vol. 

10, No. 10: pp. 63-90. 
17. Qorbanizarin, Baqer (2001). Persian Tazkare writing, Encyclopedia of 

Islamic World (Vol. 6). Tehran: Foundation of Islamic Encyclopedia. 
18. Kashani, Mir Taghi ad-Din (2007). Kholasat al-Ash’ar va Zobdat al-Afkar 

(Isfahan section). Tehran: Written Heritage. 
19. Golchin Ma’ani Ahmad (1984). History of Persian Tazkares. Tehran: Sanaee 

Publication. 
20. ----------------------- (1990). Caravan of India. Tehran: Astan-e Qods-e Razavi 

Publication. 
21. Loudi, Shir Ali Khan (1998). Mer’at al-Khial. Hamid Hsssani in 

collaboration with Behrouz Safarzade (emend.). Tehran: Rozane. 
22. Encyclopedia of Islamic World (Vol. 6). Tehran: Foundation of Islamic 

Encyclopedia. 
23. Monfared, Afsane (1380).  Persian Tazkare writing, Encyclopedia of Islamic 

World. (Vol. 6). Tehran: Foundation of Islamic Encyclopedia. 
24. Motrebi Samarqandi, Soltan Mohammad (1998). Tazkarat ash-Sho’ara. 

Asqar Janfada (emend.). and annotated by Ali Rafiee). Tehran: Written 
Heritage. 

25. Nezam ad-Din Ahmad Heravi (1935). Tabaqat Akbari. Muhammadhusein 
Hedayat (emend.). Calcutta: Asiatic Society Bengal. 

26. Nezami Arouzi Samarqandi, Ahmad Ibn Omar (2002). Four Essays. 
Muhammad Moin (emend.). Tehran: Zovar. 

27. Valle Daqestani, Ali Qoli (2005). Riaz ash-Sho’ara. Mohsen Naji Nasrabadi 
(emend.). Tehran: Zovar 

 

Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

www.SID.ir

www.sid.ir

