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Abstract 

Before Abdolghaher Jorjani, “rhetoric” term has been expressed in rhetorical books 

and literary criticism but the limits of eloquence or eloquent speaker have not been 

explained. In the works after Jorjani, they have considered a word or words eloquent 

that they have no particular imperfections; but they have not explained about the 

eloquent speaker except a vague and general statement. In this research, the 

presented subjects  from the point of view of the rhetorical scholars, from the 

beginning until now, that were incommensurably given about the eloquent speaker 

was studied, criticized and compared; finally in addition to state the conditions for 

speaker to be eloquent, a definition has been presented for it. By considering the 

views of early thinkers and the scholars before Jorjani, it shows that based on the 

given definitions for rhetoric, the speaker should have the following characteristics to 

be considered eloquent: 

 - To be brave and to have peace of mind 

- To speak according to the condition requirement of the speaker 

- To consider the condition requirement of the audience  

- To select the right words 

- To avoid abstruseness and indulge in speech 

Based on what is said about the criteria of rhetoric and eloquence in rhetorical 

books after Jarjani by Meftah al-olum Sakaki and his commentators and followers to 

contemporaries is an eloquent word or  speech that is free from certain imperfections 

and the eloquent speaker must be able to create a speech by using such words that are 

free from imperfections. Considering the abovementioned criteria in the views of the 

first rhetorical thinkers and jorjani and according to the messengers’ criteria after 

Jorjani for rhetoric and eloquence it seems that the speaker who both has a 

personality-specific character and has a complete knowledge about speech, audience, 

and context and uses the following features in his own words is eloquent: 

- The bravery of the speaker and having peace of mind 

- Understanding the word or speech style 

- Recognizing the audience (recognition of the circumstances and characteristics 

of the types of audience) 

- Recognition of the situational context or current context (recognition of the 

characteristics of time, place, environment _ social, political, cultural) 
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Therefore, based on the views of the scholars about the concept of rhetoric and 

considering the definitions of rhetoric, the speaker who knows the conditions of 

creating word is eloquent and he must create an eloquent speech that is 

correspondence to all requirements affecting the process of making speech; that is he 

must be aware of the features of speech, the characteristics of the types of audience 

and the conditions of the situational context and set his own word in accordance with 

their current requirements.   

 

Keywords: Rhetoric, Speaker, Speech, Audience, Situational context, Condition 
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