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Introduction: Today, in many developing and even developed countries, some border cities
towards the central towns and provinces are losing their population and economic, social,
and cultural capital, which is the phenomenon of urban shrinkage.

Data and Method: The study is practical in terms of its purpose and qualitative-quantitative
in terms of its method. The required data and information have been collected by library
methods (identification of variables and drivers) and the Delphi survey. The study is
practical in terms of its purpose and qualitative-quantitative in terms of its method. Mic Mac
software and Morphol scenario have been used to analyze the data.

Results: The findings show that the drivers of poverty and unemployment, lack of
government facilities, lack of attention to border cities, and migration have the highest
impact on the process of the urban contraction in Arkavaz.

Conclusion: According to the results, the process of the urban shrinkage of Arkavaz will not
have unfavorable future because many scenarios are in unfavorable situations (8 Scenarios).
According to these situations, the grounds for the migration of its population, human, and
financial capital are available. Catastrophic scenarios are ahead of the significant drivers in
various economic, social, natural, and political dimensions. Therefore, with the current trend,
the urban shrinkage situation is inevitable. This situation may change with planning,
changing strategy, and the impact of unpredictable macro variables. Of course, regarding
infrastructure development and management, intermediate to favorable scenarios have been
presented that can affect other drivers.
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Introduction

The rapid growth of the urban population and the sustainable economic prosperity in industrialized
countries have caused theoretical models and practical policies in urban research to be based on the
extensive and even permanent growth of cities.

However, since the end of the 20th century, under the influence of globalization, suburbanization,
reshaping of local financial crises and social changes, "shrinkage" is becoming a "new normal™ and
expansion and growth are no longer the only standard path to city success. Relevant research shows that
between 1990 and 2000, more than a quarter of the world's urban population, especially in Europe, the
post-socialist countries of Eastern Europe, and the cities of the United States, Japan, South Africa, and
South Korea, have experienced "shrinkage" ( Wu, 2019: 44-46).Urban shrinkage can be considered as
signs of fundamental transformation of economy and society, signs of "end of growth™ or "end of society"
(Gribat, 2010: 12).

In other words, today the issue of shrinking or shrinking cities is widely discussed in the public space. So
that governments and local authorities are looking for a solution on how to cope with the negative effects
of demographic, social and economic changes in cities (Bartosiewicz et al, 2019: 91); Because the
phenomenon of city shrinkage is a multi-dimensional process that includes cities, parts of cities or entire
metropolises that have witnessed significant deterioration and degeneration in their economic and social
fields. Urban shrinkage is often a challenge on a wide level of cities and causes urban deterioration and
loss of job opportunities and leads to population migration (Pallagst, 2009: 1).

Data and Method

The research method is structural analysis. Structural analysis method is a method that is used to analyze
the relationships between variables, especially in extensive systems with multiple dimensions. The
advantage of this method in using qualitative data along with quantitative data has caused this method to
become one of the most widely used methods in future research (Rabbani, 2012: 259). The study is
practical in terms of its purpose and qualitative-quantitative in terms of its method. The required data and
information have been collected by library methods (identification of variables and drivers) and the Delphi
survey. The study is practical in terms of its purpose and qualitative-quantitative in terms of its method.
Mic Mac software and Morphol scenario have been used to analyze the data.

Results

The findings show that the drivers of poverty and unemployment, lack of government facilities, lack of
attention to border cities, and migration have the highest impact on the process of the urban contraction in
Arkavaz.

Conclusion

According to the results, the process of the urban shrinkage of Arkavaz will not have unfavorable future
because many scenarios are in unfavorable situations (8 Scenarios). According to these situations, the
grounds for the migration of its population, human, and financial capital are available. Catastrophic
scenarios are ahead of the significant drivers in various economic, social, natural, and political
dimensions. Therefore, with the current trend, the urban shrinkage situation is inevitable. This situation
may change with planning, changing strategy, and the impact of unpredictable macro variables. Of course,
regarding infrastructure development and management, intermediate to favorable scenarios have been
presented that can affect other drivers.
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Indirect influence graph
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