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A Review of Some Termsfrom " Adab al-Harb wa al-Shaja'a”
Golpar Nasri (Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Y azd University)

Abstract: The book "Ad4b al-Harb wa al-Shaj4'a," written by Mohammad ibn Mansir ibn Said (known as
Mubarak Shah and famously known as Fakhr Mudabir), is one of the important works of the seventh century
AH, which, apart from its linguistic value, has a special place in terms of historical and social aspects. The
contents of the book, as its name suggests, mostly relate to battle tactics, army organization and training,
descriptions and uses of weapons, presentation and order of the army, allocation of battlefield, royal ceremony,
sending messengers and sending gifts, and similar issues. The author has also given advice to the king, army
commander, and the people. The knowledge that " Adab al- Harb wa al-Shajda " provides about the color and
shape, defects and causes of horses, and the treatments of their diseasesis valuable, and through it, new entries
can be added to the vocabularies of the Persian language or complements to existing definitions. Nearly sixty
years ago, Ahmad Soheili Khansari made an effort to edit this work, and he published hiswork in 1346 SH. In
this article, we have reviewed some terms from this book.

K eywor ds: Ad4b al- Harb, Fakhr Mudabir, Mubarak Shah, Horsemanship.
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1. Ananiasz Zajaczkowski.
2. Letraité Iranien de I'art militaire Adab al- Harb wa-S-Sagaa du XI11° siécle, Introduction et édition en
fac-similé (Ms. British Museum, Londres), Warszawa, Poland, 1969.
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2. AnneBlunt.

3. APilgrimage to Nejd.

4. “However other points might differ, every horse at Hail had its tail set on in the same fashion, in
repose something like the tail of a rocking horse, and not as has been described, “ thrown out in a
perfect arch.” In motion the tail was held high in the air, and looked as if it could not under any
circumstances be carried low. Mohammed ibn Aruk declared roundly that the phenomenon was an
effect, partly at least, of art. He assured us that before afoal is an hour old, itstail is bent back over a
stick and the twist produces a permanent result. But this sounds unlikely, and in any case, it could

hardly affect the carriage of thetail in galloping” (Blunt, 1881: 2/11).
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Blunt, Lady Anne (1881). A Pilgrimage to Nejd, London: John Murray.
The Faras- Nama of Hashimi, Edited in the original Persian with English notes by
Lieut Colonel D.C. Phillott, Calcutta: Baptist Mission press, 1910.
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