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Water is a strategic and scarce resource that has become increasingly
limited in recent years due to a variety of national and transnational
factors, significantly impacting security, stability, development, and
prosperity in various countries. The profound influence of water on
these domains has positioned it at the forefront of the foreign policy and
hydropolitical relations of numerous nations, including those in South
West Asia. In recent years, despite the prominence of the water crisis
and its implications for the relations between Iran and Iraq within
scholarly, political, and media discussions, the complexities of this
issue remain poorly understood, leading to disparate interpretations.
The current research, which is exploratory in nature, utilized library
methods for data collection with the aim of achieving a qualitative
understanding of the multifaceted hydropolitical relations between Iran
and lIraq. This study not only seeks to identify the content and
methodological characteristics of existing literature but also aims to
uncover research gaps in this field employing a qualitative meta-
analysis approach. Through this method, the research examined 34
studies published between 2014 and 2023, including domestic scientific
articles, theses, and contributions to reputable international journals.
The findings indicate that a comprehensive analysis of the various
dimensions of hydropolitical relations between Iran and Iraq has yet to
be undertaken. In this context, the absence of accurate and reliable data,
alongside the inadequacy of theoretical and cognitive frameworks,
represents significant deficiencies in the existing research on the
bilateral relations of these two countries.
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Introduction

The continuity and dependence of life and habitat on water resources have been salient
since the emergence of the first human societies. The sustainability of human life and other
living organisms is fundamentally incompatible with conditions of dehydration. This study
explores the background of the water crisis and examines the interactions of political and
spatial units, particularly countries, regarding common water resources within the context
of power relations. The geographical location of Iraq, situated in the southwest of Asia, is
characterized by a significant expanse of desert. In this region, permanent rivers originating
from within the country are scarce, and its water supply is predominantly derived from
rivers that flow from upstream countries. Notably, a portion of the water entering the Tigris
River is sourced from rivers originating in Iran. Irag's water demands from these rivers
coincide with Iran's own challenges, as Iran is also experiencing water scarcity.
Consequently, hydropolitics has been, and will continue to be, a persistent aspect of the
bilateral relationship between Iran and lIraq. This research addresses the question of the
shortcomings in existing studies on the various dimensions of hydropolitical relations
between these two nations. Therefore, the objective of this study is to analyze the research
conducted in the field of hydropolitical relations between Iran and Irag, identifying and
critiquing the contributions made in this area.

Material and Methods

This research employed the meta-analysis methodology, which offers a comprehensive
overview and interpretation of the existing data and studies pertaining to a specific topic.
Meta-analysis aims to identify the fundamental factors and variables present in the
examined research by integrating and synthesizing the methods, findings, and results of
these studies. This process facilitates the conceptualization of their outcomes and
overarching trends in a new framework, ultimately leading to the interpretation and
explanation of these elements and findings. For this purpose, qualitative meta-analysis was
utilized.

Results and Discussion

The studies concerning the hydropolitical relations between Iran and Iraq during the years
1384 to 1402 were reviewed, revealing a temporal increase in research activity. The
majority of these studies were conducted by faculty members, with internal research
primarily emerging from the fields of political geography and political science, while most
ISI-listed studies were conducted within the realm of water resources engineering. Internal
studies predominantly employed library and field methods, whereas ISI studies primarily
utilized library methods. The findings derived from the reviewed research warrant
considerable attention. Various outcomes emerged from the examined studies, with the
identification of hydropolitical challenges in the relations between Iran and Irag
representing the highest percentage of research results. This aspect was particularly
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prevalent in internal research, including scientific articles and dissertations, while 60% of
ISI articles indicated cooperation between Iran and Iraq as a significant outcome.

Conclusion

Research on the hydropolitical relations between Iran and Iraq has garnered significant
attention from scholars over the past decade, reaching its peak in 1401. However, there
remains a notable deficit in research within this field, particularly given the sensitivities
and realities facing both countries in the low water region of Southwest Asia. The primary
focus of most recent studies has been the identification of factors influencing the
hydropolitical relations between Iran and Iraq. The repetition of research efforts and the
lack of a comprehensive approach in studies related to hydropolitical relations can be
attributed to several factors:

a) The absence of accurate information and data, the failure to develop a systematic model,
the lack of a theoretical foundation in the conducted studies, the nascent nature of
hydropolitical research, reliance on descriptive and normative claims, and the involvement
of multiple disciplines.

b) Hydropolitical issues are inherently multi-level and multi-scale, involving various
stakeholders. Addressing the complexity of these issues necessitates the application of
sophisticated models. In this context, the approach and logic of networks can provide
substantial added value to hydropolitical research.

c) Given the significance of hydropolitical relations between Iran and Iraq and its
implications for their political interactions, the establishment of a scientific-specialist
association that encompasses all relevant disciplines in this field, along with the promotion
of information exchange, could enhance the applicability of studies conducted in this
domain.
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