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Geotourism is one of the important types of ecotourism with a
responsible and conservation-oriented approach that emphasizes the
popularization of earth sciences and the cultural, social, and economic
development of the local community. In order to evaluate and explain
the geotourism conditions of a region and the capabilities of a
destination to become a geopark, it is necessary to present and explain
the optimal and desirable model for the development of geotourism
destinations. Firouzkouh County, with its numerous earth heritage
assets, is considered one of the areas susceptible to geotourism. Given
the high potential of geotourism for development as a geopark and the
lack of necessary utilization of these capabilities in the development of
the county, it is necessary to present an optimal model for analyzing
the development of geopark capabilities in the county. In this research,
through library and survey methods and using geotourism evaluation
methods including the Facilas method, the GAM method, and the
terrestrial diversity sites method, the county's geosites were evaluated
and analyzed from the perspective of different values. The results show
that most of the geosites in the region, despite their high representation,
educational potential, and aesthetic value, have a weak connection
with the local community, and their vulnerability and risk of extinction
are increasing. Also, from the perspective of assessing the geopark
capabilities, it was determined that this county currently does not have
the capability to become an independent geopark. Accordingly, a
model for developing the county's capability to become a geopark has
been presented, which mainly emphasizes participatory management,
entrepreneurship, multipurpose tourists, and geotourism typology, etc.
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Introduction

Geotourism can be regarded as a subset or a mechanism for the preservation of Earth's
heritage, including geological heritage and geoparks. More broadly, geotourism falls under
the category of geography-based tourism, which is grounded in geomorphological and
geological processes and formations. The primary objective of a geopark is to conserve
geological heritage while promoting the sustainable development of regions with limited
economic opportunities ‘A pivotal inquiry within the context of geotourism pertains to the

potential for a tourist destination to evolve into a geopark. It is important to note that not all
geotourism destinations can be classified as geoparks, as geoparks are characterized by
distinctive attributes related to size and scale, management practices, community education,
infrastructure and services, economic benefits, geological diversity, and other factors.
Therefore, the transition of a geotourism destination into a geopark is contingent upon
fulfilling various conditions and criteria that are influenced by multiple determinants To

evaluate and analyze the potential of a geotourism destination for designation as a geopark,
it is essential to identify and examine the relevant values and components, as well as the
relationships and impacts of each factor. This objective can be achieved through the
development of a model. Such a model should encompass a comprehensive set of factors
and components, their significance, impacts, and interconnections. A geopark development
model can serve as an appropriate framework for delineating the vision of a geopark within
a specific destination.

[ Downloaded from jgs.khu.ac.ir on 2024-12-30 ]

Material and Methods

This research encompasses both fundamental and applied objectives, employing a
guantitative approach to data collection. The methodologies utilized include both
documentary and field-based techniques. The target population comprises experts within the
field of geotourism. A sample of 10 specialists from geology, geomorphology, tourism,
sociology, and natural resources, all of whom possess familiarity with the Firouzkooh region,
was selected. Evaluation of the geosites was conducted through qualitative expert
assessments and field studies, supplemented by data and information gathered from
interviews with local residents and experts knowledgeable about the region. For data
analysis, qualitative analysis utilizing geotourism models was implemented. The data
analysis method adopted is descriptive-analytical; research experts conducted field surveys
and evaluations of all geosites to collect the necessary data. This information was
subsequently integrated with library-based data pertaining to the geosites according to
specific criteria. Ultimately, through a qualitative synthesis of all gathered information, the
final score of each geosite for each criterion was determined by the experts.

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.22287736.1300.0.0.156.9 ]

Results and Discussion
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Geotourism is one of the most important types of ecotourism with a responsible and
protection-oriented approach that emphasizes the popularization of earth sciences and the
cultural, social and economic development of the indigenous community.In order to assess
and explain the geotourism conditions of an area and the capabilities of to become a geopark
, it is necessary to become a geopark. Optimal and desirable model of geotourism
development of tourist destinations should be presented and explained. Firoozkooh district
is one of the suceptible areas for geotourism with its numerous Geoheritage. Given the high
geotourism potential for development as a geopark and the lack of necessary use of these
capabilities in the development of the city, it is necessary to provide an optimal model for
analyzing the development of geopark capability in the city. In this study, through library
and survey methods and using geotourism assessment methods including Fasilas method,
GAM method and land diversity methods method, the city's geosites were evaluated and
analyzed from different perspectives.

Conclusion

The results show that the major geosites of the region, despite having high visibility and
educational capability and aesthetic value, have a weak relationship with the indigenous
community and their level of vulnerability and risk of extinction is increasing. Also, based
on measuring the capabilities of Geopark, it was revealed that this district does not currently
have the capability to become an independent geopark. Therefore, a model has been
proposed to develop the capability of the district to become a geopark that This model is
mainly participative management, entrepreneurship, etc. Geotourism emphasizes tourists
versatile and typology.
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