Archive of SID.ir

JH

Journal of Philosophical Investigations

Journal of Philosophical Investigations

e

Print ISSN: 2251-7960  Online ISSN: 2423-4419 University of Tabriz

H

E page: https:/phil

phy.tabrizu.ac.ir

| —

4

John Hare's Assessment of Kant's Theism Regarding the Moral Gap

Marzieh Rezaeian™?!

| Nafiseh Sate?"") | Marzieh Sadeghi®

1. Corresponding Author, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Comparative Philosophy, University of Qom, Iran. E-mail:

Mrz63.rzn@gmail.com

2. Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and Theology, University of Qom, Iran. E-mail: Nafise.sate@yahoo.com

Associate  Professor, Department of Philosophy and Theology, University of Qom, Iran. E-mail:
marziyehsadeghi@yahoo.com

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: John Hare interprets the moral gap according to Kant's teachings that is in practical

Research Article

Article history:

Received 26 June 2023

Received in revised form 19
December 2023

Accepted 14 February 2024

Published online 20 March

reason and between moral will and human desire. He considers the first step to
bridge this gap with the help of two categorical imperative: general law and the
end in itself. The categorical imperative requires us to obey moral laws, because if
it were not within our power, we would not be commanded to do so. So, we have
to choose a rule that we can consider as a general law and act according to it; then
we should be able to put humanity as our goal and prioritize other people's goals
and objectives over our own desires; However, despite the evil that is inherent in
humans, preferring our happiness over the happiness of others is dangerous. Using

2024 these rules leads to an internal revolution that is not possible except with divine
assistance. That is, one should believe that there is a supreme good that if a person
prefers the happiness of others to his own happiness and leads a virtuous life, he

Keywords: ~ will be given a happiness commensurate with his virtue.
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Extended Abstract

In this article, we get to know the moral gap in Kant's teachings .To get rid of this gap, John
Hare mentions two of Kant's formula that the categorical imperative always obliges us to
comply with. Paying attention to these two rules is the first step to get rid of the gap. These two
rules, one is the rule of the general law and the other is the rule of the end in itself. Based on
these two rules, people should be able to choose a rule that they consider to be the general rule
and everyone should be subordinate to it so that no one violates that rule. Another rule requires
people to consider the wishes of others more than their own, so humanity should be the goal of
people. With these two rules, a step is taken in the revolution of the will, which of course, due
to the difficulty of the path, this revolution cannot come from people alone, so they must get
help from a divine assistance to be able to come out of this path proudly. With the revolution
of will, duty puts us under the greatest good, so that the happiness of others becomes our
priority. Of course, if someone prefers his own happiness over the happiness of another, no one
should be condemned, because we are needy creatures and our desires should be trained in such
a way that they are gradually compatible with the moral law. According to Kant, if we really
put ourselves under the principle of good, we can see a fundamental improvement in our way
of life, which is judged based on moral standards. The question that arises is whether the
revolution of the will and overcoming the moral gap is within the human ability? Kant puts
forward the principle that "ought to indicate being able" and he believes that people should act
according to their moral will. One of the problems faced by Kant is that if according to the
teachings of Christianity we are born under the dominion of the principle of evil, how can an
impartial God reward us for a virtuous life? While interpreting the doctrine of atonement, Kant
rejects it, because he believes that humans are responsible for their sins, and no one can
compensate for another's sin and be punished for it. Now that vicarious atonement cannot
punish people for their actions as they should, Kant's method is to solve this problem with
practical reason. We can accommodate God's justice by rewarding our efforts through virtue.
Suppose morality requires us to believe in the existence of a system in which eternal happiness
is the reward of virtue. He insists that despite the inclination to evil, a good seed remains in us
and this seed remains pure and uncorrupted. What Kant has to do is to show that revolution is
possible and do this by referring to the possibility of supernatural help. The moral law forces
us to consider the supreme good as the link between virtue and happiness as the principle of the
matter, certain and necessary. Because without the idea of the highest good, law and moral
duties will be empty and meaningless. Kant needs divine assistance to fill the moral gap. A
moral person must believe that the revolution is really done in his will. Man needs God's help
for this inner revolution, which is one of the important factors in transformation and overcoming
his desire, and also to achieve the supreme good that duty requires of us to achieve happiness.
To persevere in a moral life requires something called "moral faith.” Another place where Kant
assumes the existence of God and emerges from it proudly, according to Hare, is to solve what
he calls "Antinomy of practical reason". Two cases can be considered for the thesis; One is to
consider the highest good possible in a more ambitious and ideal sense, and the other is to
consider it real in a less ambitious sense. Kant's main goal is the less ambitious meaning that
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the highest good is a system in which virtue is rewarded with happiness, and its more ambitious
meaning is that the highest good is the order that everyone is virtuous and happy. Ideally, my
virtue compels me to recognize the possibility of everyone's virtue. A world where moral evil
is largely absent. The second mode of the thesis is the less ambitious meaning of the supreme
good. It is assumed that a person's virtue is compatible with his happiness even without the
virtue of other people. Belief in the actuality of the highest good, in a less ambitious sense,
entails the belief that my virtue will be rewarded, whether or not everyone else is virtuous. Hare
claims that Kant first faced with a lack of coherence in practical reason with his particular
interpretation of Christian doctrine. Although he confirms divine assistance from above, he
denies its application to such thoughts in the principles of practical ethics or theoretical reasons.
According to Hare, this act of Kant is a kind of incompatibility with his theory. But in the
following, Hare considers Kant's moral faith and his solution in Antinomy as an innovator,
because this faith requires the mental existence of the supreme good. As Hare states, Kant's
intention is not to present an argument to prove the objective existence of God, but he wants to
show perseverance in moral life by believing in the existence of the supreme good, which his
mental imagination is also sufficient for this perseverance. Although Kant doesn't seem to pay
attention to the end, but the end is an integral part of Kant's duty.
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