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_ The present study was conducted with the aim of investigating the relationship
Received: between the physical and social space of the city on the feeling of security among
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Received in revised form: the citizens of Qazvini. In order to achieve this goal, first, the theoretical
04/09/2022 framework of the research was determined according to the appropriateness of the
Accepted: subject under investigation, and then the main hypothesis of the research was
15/01/2023 . o A
Publisher online: extracted from it. The research method in this research is a survey and the data
11/03/2023 collection tool are a researcher-made questionnaire with validity and reliability.

The statistical population of the research is the citizens of Qazvin city. And the
sample size of 321 people was obtained by multi-stage cluster method, then using
B b SPSS and Amos software, it was used for hypothesis testing and data analysis. The
i results of the research indicate that there is a positive and significant relationship
between the physical and social space of the city and the sense of security.
Geography In the regression analysis to explain the dependent variable, among the
I Sp;‘;;mngmm independent variables, the variable of the residence area had the most effect, and
the variable of the physical space of the city, gender, age, social space of the city,
number of years of residence and socio-economic base were the most influential.
Also, according to the indicators obtained from the Amos software, the
collected data supports the proposed theoretical framework.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Security is one of the basic needs of the city and the main platform for human growth and development, which
becomes more important with the expansion of the urbanization process and the increase in population density
(Soltani et al., 2014). Feeling safe is an emotional response to violent social crimes and physical injuries. In
today's era, unfavorable urban environments create many problems for citizens and are effective in the growth
of social harms. With the spread of these damages, security loses color and increases the amount of crime;
People act cautiously in social actions, and with every incident, their fear and apprehension doubles, and as a
result, they feel insecure (Mousavi et al., 2019). The physical space of cities, as one of the most important
products of urban design, must be able to meet the needs and expectations of its users, and if the result of urban
design cannot satisfy this need, spaces will be created in the city where people do not feel safe. and the ground
for the emergence of abnormal behavior and urban crimes is provided (Lak&Bahmani,2019). In fact, in this
direction, there have been many researches, each of which has been carried out with a special purpose and in a
specific society, which shows the great importance of investigating this issue. But since the city of Qazvin has a
special position in terms of geographical location (close to the capital and the communication passage from
Tehran to the west of the country, facing the increase of the immigrant population from the neighboring
provinces) and on the other hand, field studies have shown the existence of empty lands in In the city, there
were dilapidated and old residential units, defenseless spaces, dimly lit areas, etc., which in fact, the
combination of these factors had created fear and a sense of insecurity among citizens and crime in urban areas.
Therefore, the current research tries to examine the components of the physical-social space as two separate
and independent and important factors on the sense of security and its four dimensions with a new and
composite view from the perspectives of urban planning and urban sociology and addresses the following
question Answer: Is there a relationship between the physical-social space of the city and the sense of security?

Study Area
The area under study is Qazvin city.

Material and Methods

The survey research method and data collection tool are a researcher-made questionnaire with reliability
(Cronbach's alpha) and validity (confirmatory factor model). which has been selected and collected with a
sample size of 321 people from the 3 regions of Qazvin municipality with a multi-stage cluster method.

Result and Discussion

Among the most important findings of the research, in the comparison between the two average scores of the
physical and social dimensions of Qazvin city space, the physical dimension of the city space had a higher
average score than the social dimension. Regarding the medium to high average score obtained from the sense
of security, we were indicating a relatively good situation of security and sense of security in the city of
Qazvin. It has been evaluated by citizens in this city. In examining the hypotheses of the research in the
hypothesis of the relationship between the social space of the city and the feeling of security, this relationship
was confirmed. In other words, the less the social atmosphere of the city and in terms of the human dimension
such as noise, the presence of special groups of young people, crowding, etc., the less the feeling of security,
and the healthier this space, the greater the feeling of security. Also, in the study of the relationship between the
physical space of the city and the feeling of security, this relationship was also confirmed. In other words, the
more the physical space and morphology of the city, such as the presence of abandoned and ruined areas, etc.,
the more it leads to a sense of security among the citizens and vice versa. Also, the data obtained from the
research showed that the average sense of security is also different according to the region of residence. Based
on this, the residents of the lower areas of the city feel less safe than other areas of the city, and it is an
emphasis on the theories put forward in the research that violence and incivility have led to victimization for
high-risk residents and also create a sense of insecurity among them.

Conclusion

Since urban physical and social spaces are actually the container and platform of social interactions, they
should be able to ensure the safety of their users. Security in the public spaces of a city will lead to the vitality
and dynamism of the space; Its manifestation can be seen in the active presence of people, the creation of a
culture of cooperation and interaction, reducing stress and anxiety, the presence of different age and gender
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groups, and night life. (Jahanbakhsh-Ganjeh etal., 2015) Otherwise, the lack of security, sense of danger and
fear of crime in urban environments will reduce the use of public spaces and their inefficiency, and we will no
longer witness the presence and social interactions of citizens; This can reduce the dynamism and vitality of the
mentioned spaces and eventually turn them into dead spaces without social supervision(Shakuri-Asal,2016). In
fact, in order to maintain and create urban security, which is considered one of the important and necessary
components of today's world, urban planners, architecture, urban planning, urban sociology, etc. should create
peace and a sense of security in the shade of cooperation and mutual cooperation. Provide urban spaces for
citizens.

Key words: security, feeling of security, feeling of insecurity, urban space

References (Persian)

Abdulahi, AliAsghar. & Sanami, Ehsan. (2019), "Evaluation of the factors affecting the security of urban
public spaces and efforts to improve them (Case study: Shiraz's Park Besat)", Two Quarterly Journal of
Urban Social Geography, Volume 7, Number 1, Page 16, pp. 212 -232 .

https://jusg.uk.ac.ir/article 2345.html

Akbarshahi, Manijeh. & Soheili, Jamaluddin. (2020), "Explaining the relationship between physical factors and
the quality of the concept of secondary territory with the level of social security of residents in residential
environments in crime prevention based on the CPTED approach; Case study: Chaharseddastgah residential
complex of Qazvin city", Journal of Housing and Village Environment, No. 176, Summer 2016-45-2020.

https://iranjournals.nlai.ir/handle/123456789/916046.

Amin-Sarmi, Nozer. & Daiyani, Ali. (2018), "ldentification of the management processes of the
implementation of the neighborhood-based security plan in Shahre Ray region”, Police Management
Research Quarterly, 1(2), pp. 297-316.

http://ensani.ir/fa/article/468314

Azizi, MohammadMahdi. & Shaban-Jola, Elahe. (2013), "Evaluation of the body of old urban neighborhoods
in response to the feeling of security (case example: Malekabad neighborhood of Qazvin city)”, Human
Geography Research, Volume 46, Number 4, Winter 2013. Pg. 79-808.

http://ensani.ir/fa/article/346835

Bakhshandeh-Zahmati, Somaiyeh. Behian, Shapoor, & Haghightian, Mansour. (2019). "Comparison of
women's sense of social security in Tehran", Research Journal of Order and Social Security, 13th year,
number 1 (49th consecutive), spring 2019, pp. 115-140.

https://www.sid.ir/paper/381151/fa

Banizahmati, Rugaiyeh. Mirkhatib, Asma, & Arkak, Mehdi. (2016), "Evaluation of child-friendly city
indicators with an emphasis on safety and security indicators (Study example: Region 1 of Mashhad
Municipality)", Proceedings of the 3rd International Congress of New Horizons in Architecture and urban
development. 15 and 16 January 2015, Tehran.

https://civilica.com/doc/661896

Darzi-Ramandi, Mohammad-brahim. Rajabi, Azita. & Mahdavi-HajiLoui, Massoud. (2017), "The effect of
creating sidewalks on the mental and movement security of citizens, presenting a practical model in urban
planning. (Case example of Durkeh, Sattarkhan and Hamila neighborhoods in Tehran)", Scientific-Research
Quarterly of Geography (Regional Planning), Year 8, Number 2, Spring 2017.

Farkhani, Mania. Sheikhuleslami, Alireza. & Nowrozi, Milad. (2019). "Redesigning urban spaces with an
emphasis on the approach of improving the feeling of security (a case study of the historical and old context
of Khorramabad city)", Geography and Human Relations, Summer 2019, Volume 3, Number 1.

Haselnejad, Mohammad. Shamsoaldini, Ali. & Rezaei, Mohammad Reza. (2018). "Analysis of indicators


https://jusg.uk.ac.ir/article_2345.html
https://iranjournals.nlai.ir/handle/
https://www.sid.ir/paper/381151/fa
http://www.jgeoqeshm.ir/article_61481.html
https://www.gahr.ir/article_110862.html
http://www.SId.ir

Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement £ 88 Vol. 13, No. 46

affecting the feeling of insecurity in dilapidated urban contexts (case study: dilapidated context of
Dogonbadan city)", Two Quarterly Journal of Urban Social Geography, 6(2), 129-144

https://jusg.uk.ac.ir/article 2257.html

Hatami, Yasser. and Zaker-Hagiqi, Kianoosh. (2019), "The influence of physical spaces on the feeling of social
security in urban areas, case study: Hamedan city", Journal of Geographical Analysis of Space, 10th year,
No. 36, pp. 218-197.

http://gps.qu.ac.ir/article 117954.html

Iran Statistics Center (2020). Qazvin province - Qazvin city

https :// www. Qazvin. ir/home.

Iranmanesh, Nasim. (2012), "Civil Life and Urban Spaces”, Housing and Revolution, No. 102.

Jahanbakhsh-Ganjeh, Sadeq. Taheri, Zahra. Mozaffarinia, Sohrab. and Ghasemipour, Maryam. (2015), "The
effect of crime experience on the feeling of security”, Social Security Studies, No. 47, pp. 53-79.

https://www.sid.ir/paper/512440/fa

Kamran, Hassan. & Shoa-Barabadi, Ali. (2008), "Investigation of security in border towns, case study: Taibad
city”, Geography, Scientific-Research Quarterly of the Iranian Geographical Society, Year 8, Number 95.

http://ensani.ir/fa/article/192334/

Lak, Niloofar, & Bahmani, Siamak. (2019), "Analysis of the impact of physical components on the feeling of
security in the open spaces of residential complexes; (Case example: Mehr Pasargad Housing), Urban Design
Studies and Urban Researches, Volume 3, Number 13, pp. 43-55.

http://ensani.ir/fa/article/450584/

Mahdanjad, Hafez. Parhiz, Faryad. Rezaei, Noor-Mohammad. and Mavadati, Ali. (2020), "The application of
the neuro-fuzzy model in the analysis of the sense of security of the residents of dilapidated urban structures
(case study: Area 12 of Tehran metropolis)", Social Order Quarterly, 13th year, 2 (Summer 1400), pp. 1-22.

http://ensani.ir/fa/article/475922

Mohammadi, Mahmoud. Shahyvandi, Ahmed. & Konani, Delavar. (2017), "Using the SWOT model in
assessing the security potential of foreign tourism in Isfahan city”, Police Science Research Quarterly,
Volume 14, Number 1.

https://civilica.com/doc/1301136

Mousavi, Seyyed Chamran. Reyazi, Seyyed-Abulhasan & Sadeghi, AliAkbar. (2019), Investigating the impact
of urban space on children’s safety and sense of social security (case example: Central part of Tehran), Social
Security Studies, No. 61, pp. 187-218.

https://www.sid.ir/paper/968380/fa

Nasiri-HendeKhale, Ismail. Jalalian, Eshaq. RezaAli, Mansour. & Jamali-Hangani, Fahima. (2022),
"Investigation of the physical-environmental components affecting the safety of tourists in the historical
contexts of Yazd City", Geographical Explorations of Desert Regions, Volume 10, pp. 101-119.

http://grd.yazd.ac.ir/article_2598.html

Rasouli-Shurestan, Jalil. (2017), "Investigation and analysis of the role of physical and social factors on the
feeling of security in the urban spaces of Gorgan™, Police Science Quarterly, 9th year, 3rd issue, pp. 56-33.

http://journals.police.ir/article 20224.html.

Rezadoost, Karim. Zakavi, Ismail & Asgari, Ehsan. (2020). "Investigation of social factors related to the
feeling of social security (case study: residents of the 2nd district of Ahvaz city)", scientific journal of social
order, 13th year, 2nd issue, summer 1400. pp. 185-216.

https://www.sid.ir/paper/952906/fa



http://gps.gu.ac.ir/article_117954.html
https://www.qazvin.ir/home
https://www.sid.ir/paper/968380/fa
http://www.SId.ir

Vol. 13, No. 46 Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement £ 89

Ruosta, Maryam. & Ahmadi, Pardis. (2018), "Investigation of environmental factors on women's sense of
security (a case study of Sahl Abad neighborhood of Shiraz)", Iran's strategic researches on social issues
(Strategic researches on security and social order), volume 8, number 1, 24 pages 85-96.

http://ensani.ir/fa/article/419180/

Salari-Far, Mahiya. & Masoumi, Messiahollah. (2016). "Investigation of the effect of environmental physical
factors of the design of urban open spaces on the promotion of social security of informal settlements in
Sabzevar city", Journal of Urban Research and Planning, 8th year, number 30, page 147.

http://ensani.ir/fa/article/377613

Salimi-Soban, MohammadReza. Babazadeh-Eskoui, Solmaz & Zare, Elham. (2020), "Explaining factors
affecting women's sense of security in urban public spaces (case study: Esko city)", Journal of Police Order
and Security, Volume 15, Number 1.

https://www.magiran.com/paper/2438982

Shahsawari, Mohammadsina, Samadzadeh, Hassan, Mohammadi, Alireza and Ghorbani Sepehr, Arash. (2018).
"Evaluation and monitoring of the impact of environmental design in crime prevention and its effect on
citizens' sense of security with the CPTED approach (case study: Nemat Abad neighborhood, Tehran)",
Journal of Police Geography, 2018, Volume 7, Number 26, Pages 114-89.

https://www.sid.ir/paper/399623/fatdownloadbottom

Shakuri-Asal, Shideh. (2016), "ldentification of environmental characteristics affecting women's sense of
security in urban spaces, a case study: special and health neighborhoods, district 11 of Tehran", Urban
Studies, No. 21, pp. 77-91.

http://ensani.ir/fa/article/446467

Soltani, Leila. Beyk-Mohammadi, Hassan. & Heydari, Somaiyeh. (2014). "Spatial analysis of the sense of
security in different neighborhoods, a city under study: Quds city", strategic researches on security and social
order, fifth year, number 14.

http://ensani.ir/fa/article/360789

Taheri, Zahra. Rabbani, Rasoul. & Adibi, Mehdi. (2012), "The relationship between the role of the police and
the sense of security in Isfahan city in 2011", Strategic Researches on Security and Social Order, Isfahan,
Year 1, Issue 1, pp. 21-38.

https://ssoss.ui.ac.ir/article 17056.html

Taleshi, Marzieh. Aghaeizadeh, Ismail. & Jafari Mehrabadi, Maryam. (2018). "Structural analysis of the
livability of dilapidated urban tissues with a future research approach (Case study: dilapidated tissue of an
area of Qazvin city"), Urban Research and Planning Quarterly / Year 10 / Number 39 / Winter 13.

https://jupm.marvdasht.iau.ir/article 3734.html

Yaran, Ali. Arjmand, Hani. & Mesgarian, Maryam. (2018), "The effect of physical components on women's
sense of security in urban tourism open spaces (a case study of Tehran's 3-tier streets)", Manzar Magazine,
11(47), 24-37.

http://www.manzar-sj.com/article 89020.html

References (English)

Adu-Mireku, Samuel. (2012). Fear of Crime among Residents of Three Communities in Accra, Ghana,
International Journal of Comparative Sociology. 1JCS 43(2):153-168.

https://catalog.ihsn.org/citations/39364

Baumer, T. L, (1985)." Testing a General Model of Fear of Crime: Data from a National Sample.' Journal of
Research in Crime and Delinquency, Volume: 22 Issue: 3:239-55.


https://www.magiran.com/paper/2438982
https://catalog.ihsn.org/citations/39364
http://www.SId.ir

Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement EJ1 90 Vol. 13, No. 46

https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/testing-general-model-fear-crime-data-national-sample

Becho, Rabira. (2016). Creating sidewalk for crime prevention, the case of AMCE area. Addis, A Thesis
submitted of the Ethiopian Institute of Architecture, Building Construction and City Development in Partial
Fulfillment of Master of Science in Urban Design and Development. Addis Ababa Uiversity Libraries.

http://etd.aau.edu.et/handle/123456789/3309

Foster, S. Knuiman, M. Villanueva, K. Wood, L. Christian, H. Giles-Corti, B. (2014) “Does Walkable
Neighbourhood Design Influence the Association between Objective Crime and Walking?”, International
Journal of Behavioral Nutrition and Physical Activity, 11:100.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/264245594

Garofalo, James. (1979). "Victimization and the Fear of Crime.” Journal of Research in Crime and
Delinquency 16:80-97.

https: // heinonline-org. libaccess. Hud .ac .uk

Gert, Van Beek. (nod). Feeling (un) safe and (in) secure in the risk society.
http:// stuies/ac084_en.pdf.

Igbal, Asifa. & Ceccato, Vania. (2016) “Is CPTED Useful to Guide the Inventory of Safety in Parks? A Study
Case in Stockholm, Sweden,” April 2016, International Criminal Justice Review 26(2).

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1057567716639353

LaGrange, R. L., Ferraro, K. F., & Supancic, M. (1992). Perceived risk and fear of crime: role of social and
physical incivilities. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 29 (3), 311 - 334.
https://psycnet.apa.org

Mak, B.K.L., Jim, C.Y. (2018). “Examining fear-evoking factors in urban parks in Hong Kong”, Landscape
and Urban Planning, 171: 42- 6. doi .org /10.1016/ j. launderable.2017.11.012.

https://agris.fao.org

Matijosaitiene, 1., & Dambriunas, M. (2015), Possibilities of Application of Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design (CPTED) in Lithuanian Commercial Objects. European Scientific Journal, 7881 (5),
11-20. S.

https: // eujournal. org/ index. php/ esj/ article/ view/6515

McCrea, Rod. Shyy, Tung-kai. John, Western and Robert J. Stimson. (2005). Fear of Crime in Brisbane: Social
and neighborhood factors in perspective, Journal of Sociology, 2005 The Australian Sociology Association,
Volume, 41(1) :7-27.

https: // journals. sagepub. Com /d0i/10.1177/1440783305048381

Nemeth, J, Schmidt, S (2007), Toward a Methodology for measuring, the security of publicly accessible
spaces, journal of the American planning association, vol. 73. No. 3, pp. 283-297.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249051886

Schweitzer, J. H. et.al. (1977), The Impact of the Built Environment on Crime and Fear of Crime in Urban
Neighborhoods, Journal of Urban Technology, Vol.6, n.3.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10630739983588

Van den Berg, Leo, Pol, M. J., Mingardo, Giuliano and Speller. J. M. Carolien, (2020), The safe city: safety
and urban development in European cities, Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing Ltd 334 pp. Published December
7, 2020 by Routledge.

https: // www. taylorfrancis. com/ books/mono/10.4324/9780429060625.



https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/testing-general-model-fear-crime-data-national-sample
http://www.aau.edu.et/library
http://etd.aau.edu.et/handle/123456789/3309
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/264245594
https://heinonline-org.libaccess.hud.ac./
https://psycnet.apa.org/
https://agris.fao.org/
https://agris.fao.org/
http://www.SId.ir

