Security and Social Order Strategic Studies Journal
2" Year, Vol. 5, No1, spring & summer 2013

pp. 19-22

Received: 17.1.2013 Accepted: 16.9.2013

Regional Inequalities in Security
Research Subjects: women aged 15 and above living in Yasouj City

Arman Heidari
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Yasouj University;-lran
Somayeh Talebi
M.A. in Women's studies Alzahra University, Tehran Iran
Zeinab Afshar
M.A. in Psychology
* Corresponding author, e-mail:alheidari2011@yu.ac.ir

Introduction

The results of many studies on women's security are indicative that women experience various degrees of

insecurity in urban zones. These studies, however, are mostly influenced by three dominant and

restricting presuppositions. First, "city" is considered asia "whole" in contrast with "village" and the intra-
urban diversity is ignored. Secondly, most studies, for the fear of falling into a geographically oriented
determinism, tend to neglect or underestimate the effects of the physical environment on security.

Thirdly, women are regarded as a homogeneous category in contrast with men, and intra-sexual

variations, issues and difficulties of different groups of women are ignored. In other words, previous

studies are influenced by the dominant methodological dichotomist logic (urban/rural, women/men, social

/environmental, etc.).. They have-ignored or neglected intra-urban and intra-sexual distinctions as well as

the security-related features of physical environment.

Material & Methods

In order to get rid of aforesaid limitations, the
present study has investigated the intra-sexual
security of 15-year old and older women of
Yasouj, residing in two main districts, in regard to
social and physical features of their domiciles.
District 1, the main part of the city, is socially
considered as "uptown", the dwellers of which are
mostly white-collar servants or traders earning
high incomes. District 2, on the contrary, is more
densely populated, and is socially regarded as
"downtown", where the majority of population are

blue-collar servants, workers and urban margin-
dwellers. Researchers, upon assessing the related
views (theories of crime experience, social
control, ecology and broken windows), studied
and compared the security of women dwelling in
the two districts, using a survey method including
questionnaire.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

According to the findings of the research,
women's insecurity in district 1 is mostly related
to the physical environment and in district 2, it is
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mostly connected with the social environment.
Three most important insecurity factors are
respectively back alleys, rascals and villains and
robbery in district 1, and grappling, sexual
disturbance and rascals and villains in district 2.
In other words, the women's insecurity in the two
districts is not originated from the same factors. In
addition, the social characteristics of dwelling
place results in more insecurity of single women
in comparison with married women. However,
physical characteristics do not have any
significant effect on single and married women's
insecurity. The women's literacy level has a
significant correlation with the insecurity caused
by physical features of the dwelling place. That is
to say, high school graduates, bachelors and
holders of higher degrees experience the highest
extent of insecurity on the side of the physical
characteristics of their domicile. With regard to
the professional status, too, university students,
self-employed workers and pupils experience the
highest degree of insecurity rooted in- their
domicile social features. The results of the two-
way ANOVA of the correlation ‘between the
domicile and the marital status-showed that the
single women of the two districts had experienced
more insecurity in relation to the social features of
their domicile than the married women of the two
districts. The uptown married women, in
comparison with the single women of the same
district showed a lower security caused by the
physical features of their dwelling place. In the
downtown, the single women had experienced a
lower security than the married women of the
same district. Moreover, the uptown married
women had a more considerable security
originated in the social characteristics of their
domicile. In general, single women were more
insecure than married women. Based on the
findings of the present research, it can be
concluded that the insecurity of the women of the

two districts is rooted in relatively different
factors. Furthermore, neither the effect of social
and physical factors on the security of the two
districts, nor the security of all women in any of
the two districts is equal or is the consequence of
identical factors. Eventually, people like
university students, pupils and the self-employed
who are more engaged in urban commutation and
are, more often present in urban public spaces
have had the highest degree of insecurity.

Keywords:  Women,  Security,  Regional
Inequality, Social and Physical Environment,
Yasouj

References

Abazari, J. Sadeghi Fasaye, S. & Hamidi, N.
(2008) "The Insecurity Feeling in
Women’s  Experiences of Everyday
Life* Women In Development and
Politics (Women’s Studies), Vol. 6,
Spring: 75-103.

Ahmadi, H. (2005) Sociology of Deviance.
Tehran: Samt Press.

Bayat, B. (2009) Sociology of Sense of
Security. Tehran: Amir Kabir Press.
Baron, Robert A. and Bryne, Donn Frwin. (1987)
Social Psychological. Fift Edition. USA:

Allyn and Bacon. PP.418-444.

Boers, K. (2003) "Crime, Fear of Crime and the
Operation of Crime Control in The Light of
Victim Surveys and Other Empirical
Studies." Paper Presented at 22"
Criminological Research Conference.
Strasbourg.

Burney, E. (2005) Making People Behave:
Antisocial Behavior, Politics and Policy.
Cullompton: Willan.

Chafetz, Janet Satzman. (2006) "The Varieties
of Gender Theory in Sociology”, in:
Handbook of the Sociology of Gender,


www.sid.ir

Regional Inequalities in Security ...

Janet Saltzman Chafetz (Eds), USA:
Springer, Pp: 3-24.

Gerber, Monica et al. (2010) " Insecurities about
Crime in  Germany, Austria and
Switzerland: A Review of Research
Findings." European Journal of
Criminology, vol. 7, No (2). PP.141- 157.

Harrison, Albert. A. (1976) Individuals and
Groups (understanding social behavior).
California: wods worts.

Jackson, Jonathan. (2006) "Introducing Fear of
Crime to Risk Research." Risk Analysis.
Vol. 26, No. 1, Pp. 253- 264.

"Marking Safer Placer, Women's Safety in
our Cities" (18™ November 2005).
National  Conference,  Conference
Report. London.

Satterfield, T.A. Mertz, C.K. and Slovic, P.
(2004) "Discrimination, Vulnerability, and
Justice in the Face of Risk", Risk Analysis,
24, 115- 29.

Saunders, Peter (1985) "Space, The city and
Urban Sociology". In: Social Relations and
Spatial Structures. Edited by John Urry and
Derek  Gregory). United  Kingdom:
Macmillan.

Smith, J. (2005) " Dangerous News: Media
Decision Making. about Climate Change
Risk." Risk Analysis, Vol. 25, No. 6. Pp:
1471- 82.

Thompson, M. (2002) "Variability and
Uncertainty Meet Risk Management and
Risk Communication.” Risk Analysis, 22,

Pp: 647- 54.

Tamadon, R. (2008) "Women and Urban
Spaces", Urban Inquiries
(Jostarhayesharsazi), Analytical-

Research Quarterly of social sciences,
Seventh Year , Number 24-25, Spring,
Summer: 20-25.

Javanmardi, M. (2001) "Problems of

21

Urbanization and Development
Strategies with an Emphasis on the
province  Issues.”  Symposium  of
Problem Finding and  Cultural
problem Studies, Department of
Culture Kohgiluyeh and Boyerahmad.
Tehran: Baztabe Andisheh: 132-137.

Rafieian, M. (2009) "Effective Factors on
Promoting of Women's Security in
Urban Environments.” Women in
Development -and Polotics (Women'’s
Studies), Vol. 7, No. 3: 112-132.

ZanjaniZadeh, H. (2002) “Women and Urban
Security”, “Journal of Faculty of
Literature and Humanities of Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, No. Ill and IV:
10-13.

Abdollahi, M. (2004) "Women and Civil
Society: Issues, Barriers, and Strategies
for Women's Civic Participation.”
Iranian Journal of Sociology, Vol. V,
NO. 2, Summer: 63-99.

Ennayat, H. Movahed M. and Heydari, A.
(2012) "Security and Gender: Inter Sex
Differences versus Social and Regional
Inequalities." Women,s Studies
(Sociological & Psychological) , Year
10, No. 2, winter: 7-32.

Keramati, M. (2005) "Evaluation of Sense of
Security among Residents of Tehran."
Security Studies Quarterly, No. 1l and
I11, summer, Fall: 287-304.

Golli, A. and Sadeghi, H. (2011) "A
Comparison = Women’s Feel Safe in
Urban Areas of North and South of the
City of Shiraz (Case Study: Azadi Park
and Vali Asr parks)." Fars Conference
Papers Order and Security, Shiraz, 11
and 12 February: 89-102.

Giddens, A. (2000) Sociology. Translated by
Saboori, M. Tehran: Ney press. Ninth


www.sid.ir

22 Security and Social Order Strategic Studies Journal, 2™ Year, Vol. 5, Nol, Spring & Summer 2013

printing.

Giddens, A. (2005) Central Problems in
Social Ttheory, Action, Structure, and
Contradiction in  Social  Analysis,
Translated by Rassaie, M. Tehran: Suad
press.

Noroozi, F. U. and the Follad Sepehr, S.
(2009) “Social Security Sense of
Women 15-29 Years in Tehran and
Social Factors Affecting It, "Rahbord
Quarterly, eighteenth year, No. 53,
Winter, pp. 129-159.

Majidi Koraee, N. M. (2002) "The People and
Lands of Kohgiloyee and

Boyerahmad" Tehran: Baztab Press.

Mehdi Zadeh, J. (2008) "Introduction to the
Theory of Gender and the City, in
Search of More Human Cities", Urban
Inquiries (Jostarhayesharsazi),
Analytical-Research Quarterly of Social
Sciences, Seventh Year / Number 24-25
/ spring, summer, 6-19.

Noroozi, F. and Sepehr, S. (2009) "The
Investigation of 15-29 years old
women’s sense of security in Tehran
City", Iranian Student's Polling Agency,
ISPA, 1(3): 55-72.


www.sid.ir

