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1.INTRODUCTION

Today, the prospects of sustainable
development have influenced all aspects of
human society since its introduction in the late
1970s. Urban transportation is one of these
areas. A study of evolution in urban transport
during the twentieth century reveals that his
field due to its malfunction in economic, social
and environmental areas, which are the key
elements of sustainable development, has
raised the need for a consistent approach in the
late 20 century. Specifically, in the social
sphere, it faces challenges like increased
accidents and rate of fatalities caused by it,
greater social inequality in access to urban
transport services, especially after the adoption
of new technologies in this area, reluctance
toward the use of public transportation and its
services for all segments of society. These are
some of the reasons heightening the
instability of transportation in society.

2. METHODOLOGY

This is a descriptive-analytical study that seeks
to assess and identify indicators of social
sustainability of urban transport in the city of
Ahvaz. To achieve the research goal, 322
residents of Ahwaz were selected using
multistage random and cluster sampling and
their opinions were sought. For data analysis,
techniques such as factor analysis and t-test
were used in SPSS software.
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3. DISCUSSION

To assess the social sustainability of urban
transport in Ahvaz, 20 relevant variables were
identified. In the analysis of variables with the
aim of finding main factors of social stability,
three factors of social justice (8 variables),
social security (7 variables) and social welfare
(5 variables) were identified. The prioritization
of factors indicates that the status of social
justice (0.0452) in the urban transportation of
Ahvaz is not satisfactory, requiring immediate
attention and should be high on priority.

4. CONCLUSION

The results showed that of 20 wvariables
selected to assess the social sustainability of
urban transport in Ahvaz, three main variables
of social justice, social security and social
welfare explained 89% of the variance in data,
thus acting as the main factors of social
sustainability of urban transportation in Ahvaz.
The results of the survey carried out among the
residents of Ahwaz showed that the status of
social justice in Ahvaz urban transportation
was unsatisfactory and it should be prioritized
in the agenda of Ahvaz city.

Keywords: Sustainable transportation, Social
sustainability, Sustainability indicators, Ahvaz
City.

1. Amanpour. S., & Alizadeh. H. (2014). The assessment of sustainable urban transportation of Iran. Urban
and regional studies and research, 5(19), 107-124. [In Persian].

2. Amanpour. S., & Alizadeh, H. (2015). The assessment of urban sustainable transportation in Ahvaz city
using the Fuzzy model. Journal of Geographical Space, 47(3), 213-231. [In Persian].

W

. Black, W. (2010). Sustainable transportation: problems and solutions. New York: Guilford Publication.

4. EEA. (2008). Climate for a transport change: indicators tracking transport and environment in the

European Union. EU: EEA publication.

*_ Corresponding Author: std.hadi@gmail.com


www.sid.ir

Journal of Geography and Urban Space Development Vol.1, No.1 (2014) 34

5. Goldman, T., & Gorham, R. (2006). Sustainable urban transport: four innovative directions. Journal of
technology in society. 28(1), 261-273.

6. Haghshenas, H., & Vaziri, M. (2012). Urban sustainable transportation indicators for global comparison.
Journal of Ecological Indicators. 15(1), 115-121. [In Persian].

7. Himanen, V., Gosselin, M., & Perrels. A. (2005). Sustainability and the interactions between external
effects of transport. Journal of Transport Geography, 13(3), 23-28.

8. Holden, E. (2007). Achieving sustainable mobility every day and leisure-time travel in the EU. London:
Ashgate.

9. Hull, A. (2008). Policy integration: what will it take to achieve more sustainable transport solutions in
cities? Transport Policy, 15(2), 94-103.

10. Kashanijou. Kh., & Mofidi Shemrani, M. (2009). Evolution of urban transportation approaches. Journal
of urban identity, 47(3), 23-34. [In Persian].

11. Liang, Y., Serrano, J., Pecorari, N., & Serrano, V. (2013) Simulation study towards a new sustainable
transportation solution in urban areas, S.A.T. Project. Procedia. Social and Behavioral Sciences, 96(6),
1712-1720.

12. Lindholm, M. (2010). A sustainable perspective on urban freight transport: Factors affecting local
authorities in the planning procedures. Journal of Transport progress, 2(3), 6205-6216.

13. Litman, T. (2010). Developing indicators for sustainable and livable transport planning. New York:
Victoria Transport Policy Institute.

14. May, A., Page, M., & Hull, A. (2008). Developing a set of decision-support tools for sustainable urban
transport in the UK. Transport Policy, 15(6), 328-340.

15. OECD. (2002). Impact of Transport Infrastructure Investment on Regional Development. Paris: OECD
Publications.

16. Pakzad, J. (2009). History thought of urbanism(1sted.). Tehran: New Towns Development Corporation
Press. [In Persian].

17. Richardson, B. (2005). Sustainable transport: analysis frameworks. Journal of Transport Geography.
13(4), 29-39.

18. Rockwood, D., Parks, N., & Garmire, D. (2014). A continuously variable transmission for efficient urban
transportation. Sustainable Materials and Technologies, 1-2(1), 36-41.

19. Steg, L., & Gifford, R. (2005). Sustainable transport of quality of life. Journal of transport geography,

13(3), 59-69.

20.Turton, T. (2006). Sustainable global automobile transport in the 21st century: An integrated scenario
analysis. Journal of Technological Forecasting & Social Change, 73(2), 607—629.

21.Wei, J., Xia, W4, Guo, X, & Marinova, D. (2013) .Urban transportation in Chinese cities: An efficiency
assessment. Transportation Research Part D: Transport and Environment, 23(4), 20-24.

22. Zhao, P. (2010). Sustainable urban expansion and transportation in a growing megacity: Consequences of
urban sprawl for mobility on the urban fringe of Beijing. Habitat International, 34(2), 236-243.

How to cite this article:

Amanpour, S., & Alizadeh, H. (2014). Evaluating and identifying indicators of social sustainability in
urban transportation of Ahvaz city. Journal of Geography and Urban Space Development, 1(1), 103-115.
URL http://jgusd.um.ac.ir/index.php/GUD/editor/submission/26470

ISSN: 2322-2832



www.sid.ir

