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Introduction

Like a funnel, the western end of the vastness of Asia 
encloses the bottleneck that joins Europe. Everything we 
can observe in the West corresponds to a superimposition 
of successive influences from events that largely took place 
in the East. It is thus impossible to understand the European 
prehistory without awareness of the many preceding events 
that took place in Central Asia (Otte & Koslowski 2007: 
Fig. 1). For example, we clearly see that pointed blades and 
Levallois blade production are much earlier at Obi-Rahmat, 
Uzbekistan (80 to 40,000 BP) (Derevianko et al. 2004) and 
Kara-Bom, Siberia (42,000 BP) (Vandenberghe et al. 2013) 
than it is in the European Gravettian (31,000 BP) (Tsanova 
2013: Fig. 2). This movement followed the northern plains 
to meet the Aurignacian at the geographic extremity of the 
European peninsula (Ranov et al. 2012; Goebel et al. 1993; 
Otte et al. 2012). However, in the more southern hills, 
the transition from the Mousterian took place through an 
entirely different mechanism: in the Zagros, Mousterian or 
in any other region where flint is found as smaller knapped 
blocks, methods of bladelet production predominated. The 
tools (narrow points and thick end-scrapers) are similar to 
the Aurignacian and were widespread along the margins 
of this immense territory, in Siberia (Ust-Karakol) (Otte 
& Derevianko 2001: Fig. 3), Uzbekistan (Vandenberghe 
et al. 2013: Fig. 4), Tajikistan (Ranov 2012: Fig. 5), 
Afghanistan (Davis 2004: Fig. 6) and particularly in Iran 
(Otte et al. 2012: Fig. 7) and Iraq (Solecki 1963: Fig. 8). 
Alongside pointed bladelets, apparently used as arrow 
points, pendants and bone tools also appeared, suggesting 
the development of a new way of life. This way of life 
maintained a competitive relationship with nature by the 
use of projectile weapons (e.g., bow and arrow and spears) 
and took from the prey the most characteristics symbols 

of danger (the canine teeth). Once these symbolic barriers 
were crossed, demographic expansion accelerated with 
lateral geographic movements from Pakistan to Europe.
   We can follow this axis of innovation along the margins 
of Central Asia. In the east, it is continuous through time, 
while in Europe the western margin was crossed abruptly 
and rather late. But this simultaneously brought new 
group of artifacts (projectile weapons), the first artistic 
manifestations (in Coliboaia, Romania) and especially 
modern anatomy, from Russia (Praslov & Rogachev 1982; 
Marom et al. 2012, Kostienki XIV; Fig. 9) to Central 
Europe (at the site of Mladeč, in Moravia). This is thus 
a new population, arriving directly from Asia, with all of 
its customs and unique ethnicity and gradually settles in 
Europe.
   This observation had already been pointed out by D. Garrod 
(1937), and then by R. Solecki (1963), D. Olszewski (1993) 
and H. Delporte (1998), but was systematically rejected for 
obscure ideological reasons that see everything coming out 
of Africa, without the least documented argument.
   Returning to Iran, known as a veritable “core area” of 
discoveries (Otte 2010), not only for the fairly large number 
of sites found here, but also the numerous excavations 
carried out in Iran (Berillon et al. 2007; Piperno 1973; 
Conard & Ghasidian 2011). The Aurignacian is thus 
now well-documented (Otte 2006, 2012). Western Iran is 
equally rich (Solecki 1963) because of the sites protected 
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Fig. 1. Distribution of the easternmost Aurignacian sites, presumably the origins of the European populations.

Fig. 2. Levallois blade patterns, oriented toward the production of pointed blades, retouched blades and burins. This pattern, completely 
different from the Aurignacian, involves the more northern regions and led to the Gravettian in the plains of Europe (Goebel, Petrin and 

Derevianko 1993; Derevianko et al. 2004).
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Fig. 5. The Aurignacian of Shugnou, Tajikistan (Ranov et al. 
2012). End-scraper on Aurignacian blade, carinated endscrapers, 

Arjaneh points.

Fig. 6. Kara Kamar, Afghanistan (Davis 2004). Aurignacian: cari-
nated endscrapers, endscraper on retouched blade, denticulate.

Fig. 3. The Aurignacian of the Altai (Otte & Derevianko 2001). 
Retouched blade, burin and carinated end-scrapers.

Fig. 4. The Aurignacian of Kul-Boulak, Uzbekistan (Vandenberghe 
et al. 2013). Carinated endscraper and Aurignacian blade.
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by natural shelters. The desert zones of Central Iran and the 
artesian wells of Uzbekistan also show evidence of open-
air occupations where the Aurignacian population lived 
prior to their western migrations (Otte & Biglari 2004; 
Vandenberghe et al. 2013).
   The site of Warwasi in the Iranian Zagros, in particular, 
contains a very long stratigraphic sequence during which 
the local Mousterian (called the “Zagros Mousterian”; see 
Otte 2007) gradually becomes the classic Aurignacian by 
the production of bladelets and the reduction in Levallois 
products (Olszewski 1993; Tsanova et al. 2011). These 
Mousterian elements are moreover found throughout 
the upper part of the sequence until they turn into fully 
developed Aurignacian as traces or souvenirs. Curious 
“disks” also appear in these assemblages, for which the 
function remains unknown, and true backed bladelets 
appear that are comparable to those observed in Europe 
much later.
   From the Altai to the Zagros, an ethnic and cultural 
concentration, that the political upheavals of the 20th 
century have largely obscured, was formed over a long 
period of time. These ideological frontiers are now 
passed, and a fresh opportunity to understand European 
phenomena on a vast scale has now been opened before 
us and we can see the formation of the traditions and 
populations that would succeed the Neandertals surviving 
in Europe. Central areas, defined by concentrations of ideas 
and populations, favor innovations more so than on their 
margins, which remain loyal to their traditions. It is thus 
in Asia, and particularly in Iran, that we should focus our 
attention if we wish to understand European phenomena.
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Fig. 9. Aurignacian burial at Kostienki XIV, after Praslov & Rogatchev 1982, dated to 33,000 BP (Marom et al. 2012).
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