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Abstract: Here are presented the preliminary results of excavations in buildings Nos. 1 and 20. The first one is large, with tens of
rooms/ spaces and 6 structural levels (Levels A-F) of periods I and I1I. Level A is the oldest and most structures of this level are storage
rooms, containing seals, seal impressions and other administrative objects. Level B is not well-documented, although changes are
seen in the use of the architectural complex. Level C is somehow similar to the previous one. In Level D the Building becomes a large
structure, perhaps attesting growing social complexity in Sistan. The main entrances are on the southern side, living spaces are on the
central axis and storage spaces on the eastern and western margins. About 50 Spaces were excavated in Level E, but the main part of
the structures of this level consists in 10 rooms. Level F is the last one, later on this part of the settlement was abandoned. Building 20
lies northwest of Building 1. Excavations lasted only 25 days and are not complete. The complex has 12 spaces disposed in a north-
south direction with a coherent architecture of mud bricks. Rooms have right angles and walls approximately 70 - 80 cm thick. The
main entrances of building were generally painted with two layers of red and white plaster. In spaces 4 and 5 were found two very large
fireplaces, filled with a large amount of ash and charcoal. The exterior of the fireplaces were coated with white clay plaster. According
to the very few materials, mainly pottery, this building can be dated to period IV.
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Shahr-i-Sokhta, a proto-urban center, is one of the most < depth of the deposits archaeological at this point is about 5
important archaeological sites of southeastern Iran. The — meters. The surface of Trench no.1 : and of the excavated
excavation of this site was conducted in two different  building in this section is about 1600 square meters.
stages. The first stage took place in 1966-1978 by the Italian
expedition under M. Tosi (Tosi, 1983), S. Salvatori and M.  gressive scarp-foot erosion. As there is hardly any talus at the base of the
Pipemo (Salvatori and Vidale, 1997; Piperno and Salvatori escarpments, their slope rises abruptly to the next higher level. In some
. . ’ . ... places the escarpments are dissected into mesas and buttes. The high plain
2007). Later in 1997 the Iranian ArChaGOIOglcal ExpedI.tIOn of the dasht, towering above the uppermost terrace, forms the highest
under S. M. Sajjadi resumed a_new stage of excavations  wash slope, which extends upwards to the pediments, alluvial fans and
(Saj _] adi, 2003, 2007, 2009). In latter excavations scree slopes at the foot of mountains. This level forms the outer rim if the

hitectonical it divided-into buildi h terminal lake basin. Towards the mouth of the perennial rivers, particu-
architectonical units are, divided,Into bulldings, hOuses, larly at the Hyrmand, the individual terraces widen to form shield-like

courtyards, rooms and spaces. A space is an architectonical  surfaces. These represent deltaic fans synchronous to each respective ter-

unit with at least three perimeter walls that could contain races. Therefore deltaic fans obviously can be cqrrelatefl with'river and...
more than one room ...lake bound terraces. Thus there geomorphological units of different age

o ; . result, which rise above the mean low water surface of the lake in the
Building no.1 is located in the so-called Monumental  following sequence: Nimruz Level= 3-5 m, Ram Rud Level = 8-12 m.,

trench of the site, in the residential quarters, where the  Chahar Borjak Level 30 to 35 m (Jux & Kempf 1983, p. 30).
f:xcavation Qf one of thf: lgrgest buildings of the site began Seyed Mansur Seyed Sajjadi
in 1999. Building no. 1 is situated at the northeastern corner .- 0 of Archeological Expedition of Shahr-e
of square O, measuring 250x250 m, on the northern part of  gokhta & Dahan-ye Gholaman,
the site (Fig. 1 a-b). The height of this trench is about 18  [s1AO
meters above the base level of the Nimruz terrace' and the ~ Email: m_sajjadi@hotmail.com
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Fig.1. a: Location of buildings nos. 1 and 20 at Shahr-i-Sokhta; b. General view of Building no. 1; c. General view of Building no. 20

Excavations and the subsequent researches in. trench

show that the building may have had various functions not
yet fully identified, e.g., a large residential unit, a temple
or other.
As a whole, in Building no. 1, we'came across six different
structural levels, five of them (Levels A-E) belonging to
Periods II and III*> and only the latest level, i.e., level F
could be linked to phases 2-3 of Period III. Levels D and
E furnished/ provided the most important architectural
remains of Building no.’1 (Figs. 2 and 5a).

Level A

This is the earliest level of Building no. 1 and its only
remaining traces are two plastered walls with two
entrances, a very smooth and thick floor and two fireplaces,
one circular and another horseshoe-shaped. The other
remains of this level are located west of Building no. 1 in
OY square and include rooms with narrow entrances and
thin plastered walls. Most of these structures are storage

2. A tentative chronology of Shahr-i Sokhta follows. Period I: Phases 10,
3200-3000 BC ; Phase 9 — 8, 3000-2800 BC . Period II: Phases 7, 2800-
2700 BC; Phase 6, 2700-2600 BC; Phase 5, 2600-2500 BC. Period III:
Phases 4 2500-2400 BC; Phase 3 2400-2300 BC; Phases 2 without C14
sample 2300-2200. Period IV: Phase 1 2200-2100 BC; Phase 0, 2100-
2000? BC. ( Sajjadi 1365,p.71)
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rooms that contained different finds such as seals, seal
impressions and other administrative objects.

Perhaps during this phase existed a large architectural
complex that, according to the dimensions of the walls,
seems to have been unroofed. A horseshoe fireplace is
located in the center of a large space (Space no. 5) that
is limited on the south by a plastered wall with two doors
leading to Space no. 12; in the north there is a similar wall
with one door (Fig. 3).

Level B

We do not have clear and well-documented cultural
remains from all the spaces of Level B. Changes; however,
could be seen in the use of the architectural complex, i.e.,
the building was structured in accordance to patterns of
daily activities. It seems that the structures of this level
have been destroyed due to constructions during the later
periods of the complex

The structures of this level are divided into different
spaces with non-plastered mud brick walls that perhaps
were used to close the doors of the building. This is also
seen in Building no. 20, where the main southern entrance
is closed with a few courses at bricks without any damage
to the main structures. This also occurs in structures of this
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Fig. 2. Sections of Building no. 1 during Level C. The brick layout of the various walls is clearly evident.

layer of Square OY; in this case too the entrances of the
building, like those of Level B, are closed (Fig.4).

Level C

Remains of this level are more or less similar to the
previous one. The structures of this phase are formed by
walls beneath Level D. The main building, with strong
structures, originated in this level and continued with slight
variations until the abandonment of this part of the site, i.e.,
at Level F(Fig. 2).

Levels D & E

The plan of the architectural remains of Level D is similar
to the ones of other structures if Shahr=i Sukhta.® In this
level, Building no. 1 changes into a large structure which is
a testimony of growing social complexity in Sistan basin,
with the development of a ruling class that controlled all
the economic resources of the trench, these abilities are
attested by the abundant seal impressions found in the
Building no. 1.

As mentioned above, the main structure during Levels D
and E became remarkably larger. Here the main entrances
are on the southern side, living spaces are located on the
main central axis and storage spaces on the eastern and
western sides. These developments reflect the growing
level of expertise and specialization of the various groups of
the population of the Sistan basin during the III millennium
BC building, renovated in this period, has an uncommon
peculiar plan, with an entrance through a primary vestibule
and a direct entry into the central spaces (Sajjadi 2009: 24).

During Levels D and E, the building has a rectangular
plan and it is built of mud bricks without plaster. The main

3. e.g.: House of the Pit and House in square XH ( Tosi and Mariani 1987,
Tavola XIII).
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discussion is focused on Level E, which has the most
abundant and continuous architectural evidence (Fig. 5:
b-c). It seems that the building during these levels was
a large house of Clan Chiefs where Spaces have been
separated one from each other according to their function.*

About 50 rooms were excavated in Level E of this
building, but the main part of the structure of this Level is
formed by about 10 rooms toward north (oriented almost
NW-SW) in the direction of the prevailing winds; the
entrance of the building is facing southeast of Building..

Eastern and Western Storage Trenches

L-shaped space no. 6 is located in the south-eastern part of
Building no. 1. It is directly linked to spaces nos. 10, 9 and
4 and likewise has little width in south — north direction,
hence it can be considered a storage trench (Fig.6), not
only because of its dimensions, with a narrow long shape
which is typical of storage rooms at Shahr-i Sokhta and in
Central Asian sites such as Jarkutan (Askarov and Shirinov
1991, Fig. 2 ), but also because tens of objects related to
economical management (Ferioli ef a/, 1979:7-32) such as
seals, clay door sealings and jar stoppers and so on were
found in this space.

Space no. 10, a narrow room or corridor, is located north
of space no. 6 and linked/ connected with it on the south
and with space no. 9 on the north.

Space no. 10 is rectangular and lies at the eastern fringe
of the building and is comparable to spaces nos. 6 and 9 of
the same complex. Its smaller width and direct link with
other spaces suggest that this too was probably storage. In

4. 4. The regularity of the plan of the building, the regularity of the rooms
disposition, the size of the rooms and the architectural elements specific
of this structure suggest that it had a specific function, e.g. the residence
of a group of clan chiefs. Of course also other explanations could be pos-
sible.
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Fig. 3. Central room no. 5 of Building no. 1 and the horse shoe fireplace at the center of room

this space a clay bicone was found, one of the many from
Shahr- Sokhta, those are considered objects connected to
economic management (Cattini 2000:485-495). Bicones
are generally 3-4 cm long with a diameter of 2-2.5 cm.
Space no. 9 of Level E, where a large number of triangle-
shaped terracotta cakes was discovered, is located in the
northeastern corner of Building no 1. (Fig.7d)

Space no. 53 is square, and ‘along with spaces 31-32,
52 are located at the western flank of Building no. 1. A
number of counters (clay balls) were unearthed in this
space. Small bone rings, terracotta cakes, bicones and
other clay counters were also found in Space no. 53 (Fig.
7: a-d, f-u). It is to be remarked that, due to its location at
the margin of the building, Space no. 53 too could have
been used as storage like the ones in the eastern part of the
building. However, it is difficult to know what was stored
there. In spaces nos. 31 and 32, located south of space
no. 52, were found a number of clay disks used to close
the storage vases. They have been on top of storage jars,
with seal impressions and so on so they are definitely jar
stoppers. (Fig.8).

Central Rooms

Spaces nos.1, 2, 5 and 12, rectangular rooms, are located
at the central axis of the building (Fig. 5). Space no. 12 in
Level E became a recessed entrance space that could be
defined as a vestibule. This space is enclosed by three walls
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and its southern side, sheltered from the prevailing wind, is
open. This space is connected to room no. 5 (Fig.3) through
a door. Room no. 5 seems to have been the central trench
of the structure, providing access to other parts, because
the only entrance to Building no. 1 in Level E opens into
this room. From here it is possible to go through doors to
other parts of the building, such as the eastern and western
storage trenches. Spaces nos. 1 and 2 are also parts of the
central rooms.

The various archaeological remains discovered in these
spaces include seals, seal impressions, textile fragments,
metal, stone and wooden artifacts, and zoomorphic and
anthropomorphic figurines. The functions of these rooms
are not well-known, but we can assume that they could
have been living spaces, even if no fireplaces were found
in them.

Lateral Spaces of Building (OY Trench)

Excavation in the OY trench, aimed at determining the
exact stratigraphy of the lateral parts of Building no. 1
in the northwest part of trench no. 1 and of the trenches
immediately west of it, was carried out in 2004 and 2007.
Six squares were excavated, namely OYL, OYK, OYG,
OYF, OYH and OYC. During these excavations, in the
higher levels of a rectangular room, we came across a rich
set of structures with organic materials, such as wool and
plant fibers. The room probably was a textile workshop

WWW.SID.ir


www.SID.ir

Vol. 1, No.1, Winter-Spring 2015

International Journal of the Society of Iranian Archaeologists

Fig. 4. Blocking of doors in Level B in the building no. L«

(Fig. 9) and, because of the shape of the structure and of
the relative height, it is comparable with Level E of the
main building.

In this trench the architectural sequence can be divided
into three distinct levels. The most recent (first level) is
represented by the foundation of a large structure close to
the surface, attested by three or four walls. Architectural
remains of this level are comparable to the upper levels
of Building no. 1; this similarity is also evident in the
direction of their walls and the heftiness of the structure.
The walls of this level are about 90 to 120 cm wide, built
with mud bricks and a layer of mortar 4 cm. It seems
that this structure is the foundation of a large building. It
rests on the ground and it is filled by hand-made pottery
fragments and other archacological materials. No signs of
floors or stumping were found.

The second level is located beneath the first one and
includes rooms with thin walls about 20 ¢cm high, which
are scattered throughout the trench. These walls are
concentrated more in the south side of the square OY and
are at the same height of Level E of Building no. 1. This
level of square OY is similar to the structures of Levels
D and E of Building no. 1 in abundance of seals and seal
impressions, very small rooms, and structures for storing
food and other materials.

The third level of architectural remains in this square
consists of parallel structure with non-plastered walls
and of an alley between them. These evidences are
below the second level and they seem to have been filled
for construction of the upper rooms. This level can be
compared with Levels B and C of Building no. 1 (Fig.10).
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Level F

Level F is the final stage of Building no. 1, after which
the Building was abandoned completely and occupation
ceased at this part of the site. This level is characterized
by a great staircase on the south, as well as by blocked
doors between rooms and spaces. It seems that the earlier
structures were intentionally filled and the plan of Level
E was used for the new constructions. Evidence of level F
can be seen around Building no. 1 and in trenches no. 18
and 19. Other lines of evidence of this level come from two
squares in the eastern part of the same trench, where we
found mud brick platforms dating to period 1V of Shahr-i-
Sokhta sequence (Fig.11)

Archaeological Material

The cultural materials from Building no. 1 consist of a
wide range of materials from painted ware to seals, unlike
Building no. 20 which is rather poor in this respect.

Pottery

Pottery fragments were found in every level of the
Building. Most of them belong to periods II and III and,
therefore, corresponding to the period of construction of
the Building no. 1.

Pottery from this building includes painted and unpainted
Buff, Gray and Red Ware. Buff Ware has been found in
a great numbers, in different shapes such as jars, bowls
and beakers. The most frequent decorative motifs of the
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Fig. 5. General plan of Building no. 1 and architectural remains of Level E

Painted Ware are geometrical designs, common' and
familiar in other parts of Shahr-i-Sokhta, comparable to
the pottery samples from the Eastern Residential Trench
and of the Central Quarters. Naturalistic motives are less
frequent than the geometric ones. Animal motifs, mainly
goats, are found together with plant motifs in the lowest
level of this structure. There is very little in common with
the geometrical motives presented in Fig. no. 12.

Other Finds

Clay, wood, bone and stone objects, plant remains, human
and animal figurines are finds from the Monumental Trench.
Clay objects consist of bicones triangular pancakes, seal
impressions and door sealing. Anthropomorphic figurines
consist of men with open and crossed hands and women
in standing or sitting positions. Animal figurines include
humped bulls and canines.

Bone materials consist of seals and engraved objects
(Fig.7).There is also a very wide range of wooden objects
including beads, a wooden ‘ruler’, combs, unfinished
objects and crochet hooks. Objects of soapstone, alabaster,
limestone and flint include different types of seals with
geometric patterns and alabaster vessels, balls, drills and
other small finds. Fragments and objects related to textile
industry such as fabrics and ropes from plant or animal
fibers are frequently found in various spaces in Building
no. 1.
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Fig. 6. Room no. 6 and a storage jar.

Excavation at Building no. 20

Building no. 20 is located in K’NA, K’NB, K’NF and
K’MA squares, northwest of Building no. 1, east of the
so-called Industrial Sector and northeast of the necropolis.
On the surface of this trench architectural features such as
thick walls were identified. Evidence from the upper level
of the building that measures about 20 x15m, show that
much of it was filled by sand. One of the principal goals
of our excavation in this sector was to highlight the less-
known aspects of architecture of the Monumental trench
(Fig.1: a, c).

All evidence suggests that this building was evacuated

systematically. For reasons that are not yet clear, after
evacuation the building was not used anymore and it was
filled with sand.
Building no. 20, with12 spaces situated in a north-south
direction, has a coherent architecture of mud bricks. Room
shave right angles and walls are approximately 70 to 80 cm
thick. Interior walls are covered with a white plaster made
of clay and other substances, while on both sides doors are
probably decorated with red clay or ochre. Building no.
20 is composed of various architectural components such
as central rooms, side rooms, open spaces, storage rooms
and a staircase probably to access the roof, all of which are
built with mud bricks. No baked bricks were found.

This building has a main entrance on the southern side,
sheltered from the wind between the two supporting walls.
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Figure 7. Objects from Building no. 1: a-b: stone seal; c, e-f: seal im-

pressions; d: triangular pancake; g: clay balls, counters ; h-j: human clay

figurines; k: animal figurine, wild boar; 1: drill head; m: wooden comb;
n-o: metal objects; p: bone tool.

The entrance opens into the central room (Room no. 5).
Other than this entrance, all the spaces are divided into
different parts. A courtyard in the northern part marks the
limit of Building no. 20. In the eastern side of the building
there is a small room used as storage, and in the western
part of structure a staircase probably to reach the roof.
All the rooms of this building have at least one separate
entrance and some of them have 2, 3 or 4 entrances (Fig.13).
Some of them were closed with mud brick for unknown
reasons, others were higher than the floor level and they
were raised by placing a mud brick on the threshold. All
the doors, except a few cases, were covered with two layers
of plaster, red and white. No archaeological remains have
been found in this sector. This shows that the building was
abandoned for a long time and people intentionally left the
structure. Since the building was filled with sand, the inner
walls and floors were little damaged (Fig. 14).
The spaces of Building no. 20 are discussed below.
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Figure 8. Location of different types of materials found in the rooms of
the Building No.1

Space 1

This space is located in the southeastern corner of trench
no. 20 in K'NA and K'NF trenches. The walls of this space
can be seen on three sides and only the southern wall is
not yet excavated. This is a rectangular space of 250 x 442
cm, oriented east—west and located in the southeast corner
of Building no. 20.In the north, a door connects it with
Space no. 2. The main entrance to the building (Space 11)
can be seen west of space 1. The door in the east side of
space 1 leads into Space 10, that has not been excavated
completely. The interior walls are covered with a plaster of
a white color made of clay and other substances, and the
main entrance with red clay (Fig. 15). On the northern wall
there are two niches with sloping bottom.

Space 2

This space is located in K'NA and K'NF squares, on the
castern side of Building no. 20. Space 2 is a rectangular
room oriented east—-west with entrances on north, south
and western walls. The northern wall has two doors, the
eastern one of which is blocked with mud brick. All the
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Figure 9. Location and identification of trenches and architectural structures of OY square: 1: Street, 2: Bins, 3:
square, 5-6: Storage rooms

Figure 10. Textile workshop in the eastern part of Building No.1 (OY square): a, d: mat fragments; b-c: textile fragments;
e: wooden distaff; firope fragment
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Figure 11. a. Large staircase of Building no. 1; b-c. mud brick platforms
in the western part, dated to Period IV of the Shahr-i-Sokhta sequence.

interior walls are covered with white clay plaster and the
main entrance is coated with red clay plaster. Space no. 2
is connected to spaces nos. 3 and- 8§ through the northern
entrances and to space no. 5 (central room) by the western
entrance.

Space 3

This space is located in the eastern part of Building no. 20,
it is rectangular and oriented east—west. It is connected to
space no. 2on the south and to space no. 8on the east. It is
worthwhile to mention that the entrance in the eastern wall
was later blocked with mud bricks.

Space 4

This rectangular Space is located in the northern part of the
Building no. 20.The northern wall has three entrances that
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seemingly were blocked with mud bricks and then covered
by red clay plaster at the end of the life of the building.
The threshold of all these entrance is 15 to 20 cm above
the floor. The walls are painted white, while the entrances
had two colors, the lower part of the door is white and the
upper part is red.

On the southern wall there is a large door measuring
107 x 160cm. that links spaces no. 4 and no. 5 (Central
Room) with a threshold30 cm above the floor. Likewise,
the threshold of the entrance on the western wall is 20 to
25 cm above the floor.

In the southwestern part of space no. 4 there is a
rectangular fireplace with curved walls measuring 113 x
115cm, plastered with white clay. On the southern part of
the floor of this space and near the door of Spaces 4 and 5,
evidences of a burned trench can be seen. In the northern
part of the wall, i.e., outside the original limit of the
trench, two bin-like features were excavated. These bins
are attached to the closed entrances and in them several
objects, such as animal figurines and counters, were found
(Figs. 13 and 16).

Space 5

This is a rectangular space in the center of the trench,
oriented east—west, with entrances on all four sides. Given
the location and dimensions of this space, it seems that it
is the main and the central room of the building. Entry into
other rooms was possible only through it.

Space no. 5 is connected to spaces no. 4 to the north,

no. 2to the east, no. 11 to the south. The walls are coated
with white clay whereas entrances are covered with red
and white clay.
In the southeastern corner of space no. 5 there is a staircase
that probably led to the roof. It is worth mentioning that the
dimensions of the steps varied, measuring 30 x 28 x 92, 34
x 28 %92 and 16 x 28 X 92 cm.

On the southwestern corner there is a rectangular fireplace
with crescent-shaped, 12 cm thick walls made of clay. Its
outer part is coated with white clay and its dimensions are
116x120x20cm. The fireplace is filled with a large amount
of ash and charcoal. Inside it, fragments of Red and Buff
Ware were found (Fig. 16).

Space no. 12

Space no. 12 is close to the northern part of Building no.
20 and lies north of Space no. 4 (Fig. 17). Probably the
northern wall of this space had three entrances, which were
blocked when the building ceased to be used. As during
the previous season it was not possible to complete the
excavation, full information about this space is therefore
still lacking. Only two bins attached to the closed entrances
were found, with a few archaeological finds such as baked
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Figure 12. Butt Ware (Phase 7) from Building no. 1

clay ball, probably counters and figurines of wild boars and
humped bulls. Also, a large amount of animal bones were
found near these bins.

Archaeological Material

Various archaeological materials were found inside sand
layers above floors or fireplaces. The only places where
archaeological materials are abundant are the bins of space
no. 12 in the northern part of the building. Zoomorphic
figurines, clay ball counters and large shells were found
around and inside the bins.

Buff and Red Ware pottery fragments were scattered
under the debris of the fallen roof of space no. 6. Only a
small portion of this space is excavated and it seems to be
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a storage trench (Fig. 18: n-s).Red pottery is similar to the
one found in Level no. 2 of trench no. 4, including shallow
bowls with everted rim and slightly carinated body. Red
and buff pottery comparable to the one found at the end of
Phase 3 of Period III at Shahr-i-Sokhta sequence has also
been found. Other notable samples of ceramic types are the
few Buff and Red Ware pottery fragments (Fig. 18: a-m).
The discovered specimens of the red ware have fine body,
and everted rims with brown or redlines on the body (Fig.
18: n, 1).

Conclusion

The architectural evidences show that the entire structure
of Building no. 1 dates with Periods II and III; Levels E


www.SID.ir

Vol. 1, No.1, Winter-Spring 2015 International Journal of the Society of Iranian Archaeologists

Fig. no. 14. General view of Building no. 20.
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Figure 15. Red clay plaster of walls‘of Building no. 20

and D; however, that are the focus of this paper date only to
Period III. It seems that some artisans’ workshops existed
in private houses of period II.

On the basis of the plans of the structures of Period II,
it can be deducted that most of them followed the usual
patterns that can be considered the culmination of regional
architectural standards. The plans of some buildings at
Shahr-e-Sokhta have many similarities with the residential
buildings of Mohenjodaro of Indus Valley civilization
(Sarcina 1979: Fig. 1). Most houses are rectangular, built
with mud brick, with one or two rooms located in the
corners of the building with a narrow access through an
indirect path, and large square rooms followed one another
in a sequence with direct access.

These rooms open onto a large main room either through
a direct entrance or through a narrow corridor, while
some doors lead from the main room to other parts of the
building. This large room plays the role of a divider and of
an access to other spaces of the building.

The plan of house XH is similar to the House of
Foundations, the only difference being that access to the
interior space is possible through an entrance that opens
into a corridor and then onto a main room. Architectural
remains of the House of Pits are similar to the ones of the
House XH and of the House of Foundations (Mariani and
Tosi 1987: 40).

In addition to Levels D and E of Building No.1, a
large house of period III has been excavated in the
Figure 16. Large fireplaces in Rooms nos. 4 and 5 of Building no. 20 eastern residential trench (Tosi, 1983: 120). Although a
complete plan is not known, the structure is similar to the

46 WWW.SID.ir


www.SID.ir

Vol. 1, No.1, Winter-Spring 2015

International Journal of the Society of Iranian Archaeologists

Figure 17: Space no. 12 in the northern part of Building no. 20

aforementioned houses of Period I, the only difference
seem to be its size and the number-of small spaces or
storage rooms.

The only excavated building of period IV is the Burnt
Building, south of the eastern residential trench (Tosi
1983: 73-99). Here we do not see the regular distribution
of different spaces based on architecture and functionality
observed in the Building No.1 of Period II. In a series of
structures that look like ‘storage rooms, fireplaces were
found (Fig. 19).

On the basis of the distribution of fireplaces in different
spaces and of the plan of the building, with different
dimensions and disposition of entrances, it is assumed that,
unlike Building No.1, the Burnt Building could have been
a multi-core residential house, meaning that an extended
family composed by related nuclear families was living
there.

On the basis of the large dimension of Building no. 1
and of its comparison with common houses of Periods
II and III, it can be deduced that most probably a large
nuclear family lived in this building. In other words, this
building in Level D was, as it was said above, a kind of
aristocratic house, the residence of a clan chief, where a
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Figure 18: Buff Ware from Building no. 20

number of craftsmen were employed too. This building is
a sign of growing social complexity in the Sistan basin and
of the development of an aristocracy who had control over
resources. The large number of seals and seal impressions
found in Building no. 1 supports this argument.

During this period, two aspects of space and spatial
organization in Shahr-i-Sokhta can be studied. First, spatial
division of trenches for specialized use, e.g. industrial
trenches, cemeteries and residential trenches both within
the urban context and without it, like at Dasht Tepe (Tosi
1984: 34) and at Tepe Rud-e Biyaban (Biscione 1990:
394), not far from Shahr-i-Sokhta.

Second: architectural design, such as the plan of Building
No. 1, with its location of living rooms and storages,
plus pottery and textile workshops around it; the latter
indicating growth in the number of specialists in Shahr-
i-Sokhta. In other words, when Building no.lreached its
peak, population clustered around it. In the OY square,
structures belonging to Levels E-D can be seen, indicating
the presence of textile workshop in the east and a pottery
workshop in the west.

Not much can be said about Building no. 20, because
only one season of excavations was conducted there. This
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Figure 19: Plan of ordinary houses at Shahr-i-Sokhta II-I1I (After Mariani and Tosi 1987:40)

building is located on the northern limit of Shahr-i-Sokhta.

If we look at the process of urban expansion during
Periods II and III, we can see a continuous expansion
through Period I to IV slowly spreading westwards. It is
clear that population increased in Shahr-i-Sokhta through
Periods II and III. As a result of this population increase
Building no. 20 developed in the northern part of the site.

Another reason that makes this building important is its
architectural layout. This is a big one-layer building where
we encounter new structural styles and decorative colors
on its walls.

Large fireplaces and walls colored white and red were
innovations that are not seen in other structures of the
city. It should also be remarked that abandonment of this
building was planned in advance and after its abandonment
it was not reutilized anymore.

The entrance to Building no. 20 is well comparable with
Level E of Building No. 1. In both structures we found
a space with three walls and an opening on the southern
side. Transformation of storage rooms and the location of
subsidiary structures, such as staircases, on the margin of
structures are also common features in both structures.

Unlike Phase A of Building no. 1, the main entrance of
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this structure is blocked only with a few courses of mud-
brick without mortar. Two more doors have been blocked
in this way in the northern part of this building.
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