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Abstract

Although the fourth dimension has gone beyond the boundaries of philosophy and is now a major concern
in physics, the exact origins and history remain a mystery. Therefore, it should be investigated in the context
of which philosophical problems of the Islamic world the fourth dimension was formed and then, how it
developed. We will see that in the philosophical society of Iran, it has been traced back to Mulla Sadra; we
will show that, however, in the Islamic world prior to him, there are quite explicit statements in the works of
Nasir al-Din Tast, Ibn Kammiina, Qutb al-Din Shirazi, Mirak Bukhari, Qishchi, Mir Damad and others.
In Western philosophy, the fourth dimension has been arguably traced back to the opinions of some
medieval thinkers such as Anselm; but some western thinkers have correctly shown that there is no explicit
statement about this in their works. In short, in this article, we will collect the views of the mentioned
thinkers in a historical way and analyze them rationally. In the end, we will take a glance at the history of
Ibn ‘Arafa’s relevant opinion about reductional four—dimensionalism.
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1. Kennedy, Space, time and Einstein. An introduction, pp. 53-55; Sider, "Time-The emotional asymmetry”, p. 11 & p. 68.
2. Kennedy, time and Einstein. An introduction, pp. 53-55.
3. Dieks, “Time in Special Relativity”, pp. 103-104.
4.G0del, "Remark about the relationship between relativity theory and idealistic philosophy", pp. 557-561.
AOA-VOV (sdly 5 S5 3b il L0

6. Einstein, Relativity. The Special and the General Theory, pp. 169-171.
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Einstein & Infeld, "The Evolution of Physics: The Growth of Ideas From Early Concepts to Relativity and Quanta’, pp. 216~
220.
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Leftow, Brian. "Anselmian presentism." Faith and Philosophy 26, no. 3 (2009):
297-319.

Rogers, Katherin A. "Anselmian eternalism: the presence of a timeless God.'

Faith and Philosophy 24,1n0. 1 (2007): 3-27.
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