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Introduction

Salt-affected soils have gained a major global-regional-national-ecosystem-farm level concern
(Hossain, 2018). One of the important options in leaching is to precisely determine the volume of
water required due to the problem of water scarcity (Karandish, 2016; Babazadeh et al., 2017). The
aim of this study was to evaluate the amount of leaching water in two continuous and intermittent
methods to compare these two methods with each other and with pre-leaching soil characteristics
on three series of saline soils of Mighan plain in Markazi province with different texture. Leaching
operations were performed using the methods described in 50 ¢cm in 5 alterations. Electrical
conductivity and soil sodium absorption ratio after leaching were measured and compared with
these two parameters before leaching. Also, in order to determine the most appropriate leaching
method, Dunnett multiple comparison test was performed in three areas and five soil depths. The
results of this study showed that, on average to the desired depth, leaching improved soil salinity
and sodicity so that soil salinity was reduced from 20.12 ds/m to 7.80 ds/m in continuous leaching
method and to 5.63 ds/m in intermittent method and exchangeable sodium percentage was declined
from 40.35 to 37.11 in continuous leaching method and to 29.18 in intermittent method. The lack
of decrease in exchangeable sodium percentage due to the decline in soluble salts and relative
abundance of sodium ion in soil solution after leaching which confirms the study of soluble cations
in the soil. It is resulted that, intermitted leaching method has better leaching efficiency in all three
areas and can be recommended for leaching the soils of the study area.

Methodology

The study area was in Markazi Province, central part of Iran. Based on available geo-
pedological map and previous salinity reports, the most salt-affected site was selected for collecting
field data which were classified in the physiographic unit of Low Land. Soils were classified as
calcic Haplosalid and Aquic Natrargid in the American method and the groundwater level in this
area is relatively estimated under two meters.
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Soil Sampling and Laboratory Analysis

After exploring the most salt-affected series of soil in the study area, a vertical soil profile was
excavated and soil samples from 0 to 10, 10-20, 20-30, 30—40 and 40 to 50 centimeter depths were
collected. Collected soil samples from different layers were air dried and ordered in to designed
cylinders in the laboratory as same as soil profile in the field. Before and after leaching procedure,
important physicochemical soil attributes such as EC, SAR, ESP, and pH were measured. The
actual soil's specific gravity was measured by pycnhometer. Permanent flooding method was applied
on the cylinders for leaching salts from soil. In order to simulate reality, required leaching water
was provided from the nearest well in the area, which was routinely used for irrigation. Chemical
properties of water sample were analyzed.

Results and Discussion

Desalinization and desodification in the two methods of permanent and intermittent leaching in
comparison with before leaching are shown in Figure (1). In all areas, both leaching methods have
reduced soil salinity but this reduction is more frequent in intermittent leaching, therefore
intermittent leaching is more efficient than permanent leaching in this area which confirms the
results of Behbahanizadeh et al., (2016) stated that leaching efficiency is more higher in
intermittent leaching than permanent leaching method.

As shown in Fig. (2), both leaching methods reduced soil sodium content in all areas, but this
reduction was more frequent in intermittent leaching and therefore, it is more efficient for
desodification than permanent leaching method in this region which confirms the results of Cote
et al, (2000) stated that leaching efficiency in unsaturated methods was higher than permanent
waterlogging due to unsaturated conditions and water passes through fine pores.

Then, in order to compare the significant differences between the three zones, different depths,
and between the leaching methods and the pre-leaching methods, with respect to desalinization and
desodification, Dunnett's test was implemented. The results in table 1. show that desalinization and
desodification have significant difference in all areas, all soil depth. Also, there is a significant
difference between leaching methods and with before leaching method.
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Fig.1. Comparison of desalinization of soil samples by two permanent and intermittent
leaching methods in three areas of study
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Fig.2. Comparison of desodification of soil samples by two permanent and intermittent
leaching methods in three areas of study

Table 1. Results of Dunnett’s test between three zones with respect to desalinization and
desodification

Treatments Treatments
Soil Zones Leaching parameter Soil depth Zones Leaching parameter
depth method method
31.46" 30.09" 29.18" 10.27" 8.88" 5.60"
33.93" 3259"  37.10" 9 10.67" 10.75" 7.81" g
8 wn
35.54" 44.08"  40.49" s 11.26" '13.717 19.94" %‘J
* gl * g'_
38.44 - - = 11.52 - - S
S >
38.58" - - 11.86" - -

There is a significant difference between different soil depth and three zones with respect to
desalinization and desodification. Leaching in this area is a good way to improve soil salinity and
sodicity. Intermittent leaching has higher efficiency in all three zones and it is recommended for
leaching of soils in the study area. Although a decrease in salinity and sodicity is observed in the
continuous leaching method. The reduction is not as effective as intermittent method.
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Table 1-Some Physical Properties of Soil Before Leaching
q .BUIk/ 3 Soil moisture
Zone Soil Soil To_tal ensity(g/cm) Permanent _ Saturated
depth(cm) texture porosity(%) wilting Field percent
P 0oint(PWP) capacity(FC)
0-10 Si-C-L 50.9 267 131 16 33 51
10-20 Si-C-L 51.7 265 128 19 36 52
One 20-30 Si-C 53.4 266  1.23 25 41 53
30-40 Si-C 53.4 266 124 25 41 53
40-50 Si-C 65.2 266  1.26 22 39 53
Average - 54.92 2.66 1.26 21.4 38 52.4
0-10 L 46.1 260 140 12 27 47
10-20 L 46.6 262 140 12 27 47
Two 20-30 C-L 49.0 265 135 16 29 49
30-40 L 48.7 269 138 14 27 48
40-50 L 48.7 269 138 14 28 48
Average - 47.8 265 138 13.2 27.6 47.8
0-10 Si-C 51.9 256 1.23 26 43 54
10-20 C-L 49.2 258 131 21 34 51
Three 20-30 C 50.7 258 127 23 38 52
30-40 C 50.5 255 1.26 24 39 52
40-50 C 50.0 270 1.26 24 39 52
Average - 50.4 259  1.26 23.6 38.6 52.2
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Table 2-Some chemical properties of soil before leaching (soil samples were without gypsum)
Exchangeable Sodium

. . . Calcium Soil
Zone q Soil Sodium Absorptlon Carbonate pH salinity
epth(cm)  Percentage Ratio (mg/l) (dS/m)
(ESP) (SAR)
0-10 39.24 44.64 44.30 8.4 10.4
10-20 42.63 51.25 53.50 8.3 12.8
One 20-30 43.83 53.76 50.80 8.3 15.4
30-40 44.47 54.31 52.50 8.3 20.0
40-50 43.05 52.12 61.50 8.3 23.7
Average 42.59 51.21 52.5 8.3 16.4
0-10 33.49 35/0 21.25 7.7 25.3
10-20 30.02 29.94 19.50 7.4 26.2
Two 20-30 27.71 26.85 20.00 7.3 30.2
30-40 28.69 28.05 32.25 7.2 27.0
40-50 29.28 25.93 17.75 7.3 24.2
Average 29.23 29.15 22.15 7.4 26.5
0-10 50.88 71.10 38.75 8.1 23.0
10-20 50.72 70.65 38.25 8.1 21.0
Three 20-30 50.28 69.44 39.25 8.3 15.0
30-40 47.68 62.66 38.75 8.3 13.0
40-50 46.66 60.17 41.25 8.3 12.0
Average 49.24 66.80 39.25 8.2 16.8

b

Fig. 2-Physical Designed model for desalinization and desodification
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Table 3-Results of chemical analysis of water used in the leaching experiments

Water  “Water  adiRw 0% SO HCO; CF Ca Mg® Na* pH EC
sample  Classification (meg/lit)%® (meg/lit) (dS/m)
Sté‘:g“ C3-52 86 080 80 20 60 25 15 12 71 15
S?\f\ilg“ C4-S3 11.9 052 149 21 120 40 30 22 73 33
STt";‘]t::e“ C4-S4 112 003 227 03 270 80 40 38 75 59

#Classification for irrigation water was done using Wilcox
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Fig. 3- Comparison of desalinization of soil samples by two continuous and intermittent leaching
methods in three areas of study
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Table 4- Some chemical properties of different layers of soil profile after intermittent leaching method

Exchangeable
Soil Sodium . CaCoO;
Zone depth(cm)  Percentage adjRya (mg/l) pH EC(dS/m)
(ESP)
0-10 17.21 13.86 41.8 8.3 2.5
10-20 20.30 16.99 51.1 8.4 3.1
One 20-30 24.47 21.61 49.3 8.4 3.8
30-40 33.35 33.37 54.0 8.4 4.9
40-50 33.18 33.11 60.9 8.4 5.9
Average 25.70 23.78 51.42 8.4 4.0
0-10 17.16 13.81 19.0 7.3 4.7
10-20 20.79 17.50 191 7.4 4.9
Two 20-30 24.29 21.40 14.6 7.1 5.7
30-40 26.91 24.55 16.6 7.1 5.8
40-50 28.36 26.39 16.5 7.3 5.8
Average 23.50 20.73 17.16 7.3 5.4
0-10 34.59 35.26 34.7 7.4 7.1
10-20 37.52 40.05 34.6 75 7.2
Three 20-30 38.13 41.10 34.8 7.8 7.5
30-40 40.20 44.82 38.7 7.6 7.6
40-50 41.37 47.05 41.6 8.0 7.7
Average 38.36 41.65 36.8 7.6 7.7
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Table 5-Some chemical properties of different layers of soil profile after permanent ponding method

Exchangeable

Zone Soil Sodium adjRna CaCos oH Ec
depth(cm)  Percentage (%) (dS/m)
(ESP)

0-10 19.45 16.10 422 83 38

10-20 23.65 20.65 511 86 47

One 20-30 29.93 28.48 492 87 59
30-40 38.42 41.59 545 87 7.5

40-50 35.98 37.47 60.7 87 89

Average 29.48 28.75 516 8.6 6.2
0-10 30.71 29.56 190 7.7 7.9

10-20 34.90 35.74 193 78 83

Two 20-30 37.82 40.56 153 7.7 98
30-40 40.61 45.59 163 7.7 99
40-50 41.97 48.22 164 74 101

Average 37.20 39.93 173 7.6 9.2
0-10 40.43 45.26 348 6.9 7.8

10-20 44.87 54.26 345 80 79

Three 20-30 43.71 51.77 350 75 80
30-40 45.89 56.56 386 76 81

40-50 48.36 62.44 420 7.7 85

Average 44.65 54.05 369 75 8.0

2103mo § (2193 (G953 dilaie du Cyu SIS dwglie Gg03T Il -1 Jgu
Table 6- Results of dunnett's test between three area
with respect to desalinization and desodification

Treatments Treatments
Soil Zones Leaching parameter Soil depth Zones Leaching parameter
depth method method
31.46" 30.09" 29.18" o 10.27" 8.88" 5.60" o
] 3
33.93" 3259"  37.10" ] 10.67" 10.75" 7.81" “5—’
35.54" 44.08"  40.49" 2 11.26" ‘13.717 19.94" 5
<t} -
38.44" - - 5 11.52° - - s
38.58" - - > 11.86" - -

*Significantin 5 percent
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Table 7- Estimation of leaching efficiency coefficient

Leaching method

Intermittent leaching

Permanent leaching

Zone  Parameter
Soil depth(cm)
40-50 30-40 20-30 10-20 0-10 40-50 30-40 20-30 10-20 0-10
Leaching
efficiency 0.76 0.63 0.48 0.61 0.31 0.57 0.55 0.43 0.31 0.23
coefficient
One  Average 0.55 0.42
Soil  gic S sic osic osic PG SIC gic s osic
texture L L L
Leaching
efficiency 0.73 0.60 0.48 0.42 0.34 0.61 0.56 0.45 0.38 0.31
coefficient
WO Average 0.50 0.46
Soil L L c-L L L L L c-L L L
texture
Leaching
efficiency 0.91 0.54 0.45 0.45 0.50 0.69 0.62 0.45 0.42 0.38
coefficient
Three Average 0.56 0.51
Soil . .
C-L Si-C C C C C-L Si-C C C C
texture
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