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Abstract

The main purpose of the research is to study the effective factors of tendency to superstition
among citizens. The research method is quantitative meta-analysis, the statistical population
of which is 23 documents, of which 18 studies were selected due to the survey and being
related to the research problem, compliance with quality and validity, non-probability
sampling method from the scientific database of Nurmagz, Jihad Dhanshi, Mag-Iran and
Iran has been docked. The results show that there is a relationship between social (0.135),
cultural (0.204), psychological (0.365) and economic (0.478) factors with superstition
tendency and their total effect was equal to 19. Also, Q test and funnel plot confirmed the
existence of heterogeneity (variance) between studies. To check it, contextual variables
were considered as moderator variables. The results of the moderator study show that ethnic
identity has an effect on superstition tendency and its overall effect is equal to 0.13%. This
rate has been higher among Ler and Turks than other ethnic groups. In terms of gender,
women are more prone to superstition than men, and the reason for this is the psychological,
physical and social difference between men and women in society. Also, football players
are less inclined to superstitions and general citizens are more prone to superstitions. From
the point of view of the place of life (biospatial-geographic), the residents of the village
environment are more interested and willing to explain things with superstitions. The reason
for this is geographical isolation, low cultural capital, localism, and people’s compatibility
with their traditional and historical norms regarding social affairs.
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1. Introduction
According to the latest statistics of the Ministry of Health, 10% of the country’s
population went to non-specialized and unqualified people such as Duanavis
and Ramal in one year. 68% of girls between the ages of 18 and 26 have
visited a fortune teller at least once, 50% have visited a fortune teller several
times, and 83% of students have confirmed the words of fortune tellers and
went to them with faith. More than seven and a half million Iranians were
customers of fortune tellers, fortune tellers and prayer writers in 2013. He
spends one hundred thousand tomans a week on coffee, rose water, candles
and tarot cards. Basically, throughout the history of human life, man seeks
peace of mind and explanation of issues. In Iran, in 2019, the market of sandal
and prayer writing flourished by 40%, and people spent more than 30 billion
tomans per year on this issue. Various researches have been done about the
tendency towards superstitions, by searching the keywords of superstitions on
the Normagz website, Mag Iran and the Academic Jihad database, 18 survey
research documents have been registered. Explain superstitions. Finally, the
main goal of the research is:

1. Meta-analysis of factors affecting the tendency to superstitions

2. Studying the effect of mediating variables (moderating) on superstition
tendency

3. Providing socio-cultural solutions to deal with superstitions in society

2. Materials and Methods

The present research is meta-analysis type. In this researcher’s method,
statistical analysis has been done using quantitative research findings. The
statistical population of the present study is all the studies conducted in Iran
during the years 2009 to 2019 with the same topic as the present study, which are
indexed in one of the scientific databases of SID University Jihad, Noormags
specialized journals database, Magiran publications database. Among more
than 23 research studies on superstitions, 18 research documents that had the
basic criteria of meta-analysis, such as correlation coefficient, significance
level, and specific sample size, were selected. The list of information that was
removed from the studies includes: general information (author’s name), year
of publication, statistical population, information related to research variables
(correlation coefficient and significance level), sample size and sampling
method. Each of the studies was coded and entered into the CMA software.
The main method of meta-analysis is based on combining the results, which
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is used after converting the statistics into the r index and estimating the effect
size. Based on this, the researches that were selected for meta-analysis are
presented in Tables.

3. Data

- The characteristics of 18 research documents are given in terms of sample
size, sampling method, place of implementation, ethnic identity and place of
implementation.

- 72% of'the research is a published research article and 28% is an academic
thesis.

- 16% of the researches were carried out in 2009 and 2018.

- 16.6% of researches have been carried out in Isfahan city.

- 50% of the researches were carried out by multi-stage cluster method,
39% by simple random method and 11% by stratified method.

- 61% of the researches have been done on the Fars ethnic group.

- 56% of the authors have chosen their statistical population from men.

- 72% of the research has studied about general citizens.

- 72% of the surveyed group lived in the city and 28% in the village.

4. Discussion

One: There is a significant relationship between cultural factors and tendency
to superstitions. As the use of mass communication tools (0.391), education
(0.200), social awareness (0.124), modernity (0.142), religiosity (0.235) and
cultural capital (0.135) increases, the society’s tendency towards superstitions
and superstitions decreases. and with the increase of fatalism (0.180) at
the level of society, superstitious behaviors among Iranian people will also
increase.

Two: There is a significant relationship between social factors and tendency
to superstitions. When in the society, people have a tendency towards social
conformity (0.247), they refer to superstitious thoughts in their daily affairs,
with the increase of social helplessness (0.317), the person becomes more
superstitious. With the increase in life satisfaction (0.240), social support
(0.301), awareness of citizenship rights (0.415), urbanization (0.145),
superstitious behaviors and beliefs in the society, there is a decreasing trend.
Social isolation (0.331) will cause a person to be cut off from the community,
social exclusion, and hiding into superstitious thoughts and behaviors to instill
peace and psychological security.
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Three: There is a significant relationship between psychological factors
and tendency to superstitions. Along with the increase in the feeling of social
security (0.301) and self-esteem (0.156) in the society, superstitious beliefs
also decrease, as alienation (0.370) and the feeling of anomie (0.287) permeates
the culture and social structure and becomes common among people, this It
will spread the culture of superstition in the society.

Four: There is a significant relationship between economic factors and
tendency to superstitions. With the increase of relative deprivation (0314),
the amount of superstition increases, as the level of socio-economic justice
(0.135) and income (0.247) increases in the society, the amount of superstition
will decrease, occupational identity (0.190) also increases in the amount of
superstition. Orientation has an effect.

5. Conclusion

It refers to a behavior that through fortune-telling, astrology and speculation
by some fortune-tellers who are able to receive money and wages, predict
the future and events related to the individual and the family. This culture
occurred in all societies of the world and before the revolution. It is a very
common industry and with the passage of time and social-cultural changes in
human societies, its intensity has decreased to some extent, but it still exists
as a ritual and belief among people. Still in Iran, despite the socio-cultural
developments, according to the researches, prayers, fortune-telling, dream
interpretation, etc. are carried out. Considering that nearly 18 researches
have been conducted in this regard, the main goal of the research is to study
the effective factors of tendency towards superstitions among citizens in the
period of 2009- 2018 using meta-analysis method.
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