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Short communication

Chromoplex picticollis (Hym.: Ichneumonidae) associated with
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During a study on the diversity and hiology of fruit flies (Dipteras Tephritidae),
attacking Asteraceae capitulum in the northwest of Iran (Pourhaji et al., 2016), the species
Chromoplex picticollis (Thomson, 1887) (Hym.: Ichneumonidae, Campopleginae) was
identified by M. Riedel. The specimen of C. picticollisis deposited in the private collection
of M. Rieddl, Zool ogische Staatssammlung Miinchen, Miinchhausenstr. 21, 81247 Munich,
Germany.

Chromoplex Hor stmann, 1987

Chromoplex is a monotypic genus of Campopleginae. Diagnostic characters of this
genus are as follows: long hind tibial spur, red mesosoma and yellow bands on face
(Fig. 1). It differs from the genus Hyposoter Forster, 1869 in having smooth speculum, the
shape of area superomedia and long ovipositor sheath (ovipositor sheath as long as hind
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tibia). It is easily distinguished from the genera Diadegma Forster, 1869 and Tranosemella
Horstmann, 1978 by coloration of hind tibia (brown with media white band) and smooth
speculum aswell as shape of area superomediarespectively (Horstmann, 1986).

Fig. 1. Chromoplex picticollis (Thomson 1887),
Female. (scale bar: 1 mm)

Chromoplex picticollis (Thomson, 1887)

Materid  examined: Iran, East-Azarbaijan,  Arshad-Chamani  (37°45'00"N
&46°18'55"E, 2847m), 11 August 2014, 19, ex capitulum of the plant Echinops sp.
(Asteraceag), leg.: A.R. Pourhgji.

Digtribution: Austria, Bosnia and' Hercegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Egypt, France,
Greece, Hungary, lsrad, Italy, Turkey, Ukraine (Yu et al., 2012) and Iran (new record).

Host associations. The “lepidopteran species Archon apollinus (Herbst, 1798)
(Papilionidae) and Helicoverpa zea (Boddie, 1850) (Noctuidae) have been reported as hosts
for C. picticollis (Yuet-al.;, 2012). The association of C. picticollis with Echinops sp. and
their probabl e parasitic relationship with Tephritis sp. dioscurea group arereported here for
thefirg time.
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