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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The discourse and ideal of the unity of Islam was created in order to return to the
PP: 347-360 glorious prophetic era. The background of this discourse evolved with the death
of the Prophet (PBUH), the formation and the fall of the Abbasid Caliphate in
Baghdad, so that the said discourse became not only the ideal of true Muslims,
but also the point of departure and the ultimate goal of Islamic governments.
Among the Islamic governments, we can mention the Ottoman government and
Sultan Abdul Hamid 11 (1327-1293 AH). Of course, the consecutive political,
social and economic failures of the Ottoman Empire led Sultan Abdul Hamid I1
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E E to benefit from the discourse and ideal of Islamic unity in order to consolidate

i the foundations of the Ottoman Empire. The current research aims to develop the

F fields of attention to the discourse and ideal of Islamic unity during the era of

E Sultan Abdul Hamid 1I, while using the historical research method based on

== description and analysis, to look at the achievements of the said discourse and its
consequences.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the 19th century, due to the changes that
had occurred in Europe, new powers had
emerged, the Ottoman Empire was severely
threatened by its traditional enemies, and
despite the fact that these powers had targeted
the geographical territory of this empire, they
wanted to This government has made reforms
in its main body so that there is no longer any
danger from this European empire and its
sovereignty.

At first, the Ottoman government aimed to
reform its military and civil institutions based
on new European methods in order to preserve
the empire's sovereignty and prevent its
dissolution. One of the biggest excuses that
Western and European governments used to
allow themselves to interfere in Ottoman
internal affairs was to protect Ottoman
Christian citizens. At first, this government
took steps to improve the situation of
Christians inside its territory in order to
prevent ~ Western  governments  from
interfering in the country's internal affairs
under the pretext of supporting Christians.

At the end of the 19th century and in 1876
AD/1293 AD, Sultan Abdul Hamid Il took
over the government after the death of his
uncle Sultan Abdul Aziz and the rule of his
brother Murad V for a few months.

After coming to power, Sultan Abdul Hamid
had to deal with two internal and external
factors, the external factor was the start of the
war with Russia and the internal factor was the
Turkish nationalist and constitutionalist
opponents who wanted to overthrow his
government.

In the face of such a chaotic situation, Abdul
Hamid had to have an absolute power, and for
that reason, he used the title of caliphate,
which until then was a diminutive of the titles
of the Sultan and the Ottoman Empire, to deal
with these threats. He tried to plan Islamic
society unites all Muslims from inside and
outside.

Methodology
This research is fundamental in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature.

Data collection methods include document
and library studies.

Results and Discussion

In the 19th century in the Islamic world, two
big countries, India and Iran, had lost their
power, and it was only the Ottomans who had
preserved their power to some extent, and in
the meantime, Western countries, along with
Russia, entered the territory of Islamic
countries and tried to rule. They had invaded
their land. In order to prevent this advance, or
in other words, the attack of Western
countries, Islamic thought was born, centered
on the unity of the Islamic world. Of course,
in some cases, England did not prevent the
movement and efforts that lead to some kind
of unity among Muslims, for example, to
prevent Russian influence in Afghanistan and
India, England tried to unite the Muslims of
the Indian subcontinent against Russia and the
influence of this country. Don't get in the way.
The idea of the unity of Islam was a product
of the situation that was the result of the
growing economic and political domination of
colonial countries over Asia and Africa,
especially the Middle East, and in other
words, it was the superiority of the Christian
West over the Muslim East in the 19th
century, especially in the second half of that
century. emerged Before that, Iran and the
Ottoman Empire, in the important countries of
the Middle East, due to various motives and
especially the motive of religious differences
fueled by the progressing and developing
West, fought against each other for centuries,
and now both of them are suffering from
weakness and destruction and are subject to
aggression and They were the plunderers of
the West emerging from the bourgeois
revolutions and stepping on the path of
colonialism and globalism. Islamic countries,
from Africa to the Balkan Peninsula, Central
Asia, China, India, and the shores of the
Persian Gulf, some of them fell into
colonialism, while others were being
swallowed up, divided, and torn apart. The
sense of common danger and terror led to the
need for solidarity among Muslim peoples.
The basis for the formation of such an idea had
emerged a long time ago, and slogans in this
context were given by the intellectuals of
different Muslim communities here and there
and from time to time, and gradually a religio-
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political ideal that preached the unity of all
Muslims, regardless of It was their nationality,
it was maturing and taking shape.

Conclusion

Among the reasons for the failure of this idea
was the internal developments of the empire
itself, which denied the sultan the freedom to
reach a desired result, the existence of a very
strong opposition such as the Young Turks
and the Union and Progress Party, which was
supported by European countries and had anti-
Islamic ideas. They were also religious. He
did not allow Sultan Abdul Hamid and his
supporters to overcome the foreign enemy
through this idea. In addition to this, issues
such as the emergence of Armenian rebellions
in the Ottoman territories, who had lived
peacefully and shared power for years, and
now, under the influence of their western
colleagues, rebelled against their sovereign
and demanded independence or a greater
share of power, are like a dagger in the
Pahlavi. The empire, headed by Sultan Abdul
Hamid, prevented the continuation of the
policies of unity and solidarity. In
continuation of the oppositions and rebellions
of the nations and ethnic groups inside the
empire, including the Arabs, who formed the
core of the Islamic nation after the Turks,
inciting Western colonialism, led by England,
against the Sultan and the Empire, they shot a
pure arrow at the Sultan and his idea of
unifying the Islamic world. Kurds and with
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