Archive of SID.ir

Iranian Association

of Geopolitical

ISSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online): 2783-2112

Geography(Regional Planning)
Special Issue, Number 2, Winter 2024

Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeogeshm.ir/

Research Paper

Investigating the Political Relations between Saudi Arabia and America and its
Consequences on the Security of the Middle East Region in the Future

Ali Latifinia™, Hossein Karimifard?, Sara Najafpour?, Fereydoun Akbarzadeh*
1. Department of Political Science, Islamic Azad University, Khoramshahr, Iran.
2. Department of Political Science, Islamic Azad University, Ahvaz, Iran.
3. Department of Political Science, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.
4. Department of Political Science, Ahvaz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Ahvaz, Iran.

ARTICLEINFO

Abstract

PP: 652-673

Use your device to scan and
read the article online

[=]

F

[=]

: [=]
=

Keywords:  Relations,
order, Middle East,
America, Saudi Arabia.

The main goal of the current research was to investigate the political-military
relations between Saudi Arabia and the United States and its consequences on
the security of the Middle East region. The Middle East has always been of great
importance in terms of political, strategic and economic geography, and therefore
world powers have always paid great attention to this region. The findings of the
current research show that America is not basically looking for permanent peace
in the Middle East; Rather, it seeks to establish a new order in this region. The
policies adopted by this country in the Middle East between 2017 and 2020 show
that the United States wanted to establish a strong and iron government in the
Middle East that could subjugate the rest of the countries to it and that system
itself would have pure loyalty to the United States. For this reason, he tried to
weaken other powers such as Iran and provide extensive support to Saudi Arabia.
Considering the close relations between the United States and Saudi Arabia, it
seems unlikely that this country would have attacked Yemen without the green
light of the Americans. As a result, it can be said that what the United States
wanted in 2017 to 2020 was to create a series of weak but obedient states, not to
achieve lasting peace in the Middle East. In the years 2017 to 2020, Saudi Arabia
had become a completely obedient country in line with American policies.
Interfering with the sale of oil to Iran was one of the hostile policies that Saudi
Arabia had undertaken. Trump established friendly relations with Saudi Arabia
and was able to sell many weapons to Saudi Arabia. The sale of these modern
weapons to Saudi Arabia shows their intention of which country will be the iron
fist of America in the new order.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the last two decades, Saudi Arabia has
become one of the regional powers by relying
on its abundant oil revenues and population
growth and its development plans, and the
nature of a regional power is to interfere in its
surrounding region and the surrounding
countries, so the Saudis are not campaigning.
They welcomed Trump's "maximum
pressure” against Iran, the blockade of Qatar
and the intervention in the civil war in Yemen,
but these actions did not have a certain result,
but they were formed in line with the regional
order desired by America in the Middle East.
Regional order, unlike the old order, in which
geopolitical features play the main role; It has
a multidimensional mode. In fact, with the
increase in the level of communication
between actors in the international system, a
new type of order has been formed based on
cultural, political-security and economic
commonalities, which, unlike the old type of
order in the international system, does not
have a mere geographical state, and
communication and commonalities play the
main role in it. they do America's close
relations with Saudi Arabia were made with
the aim of strengthening the Arabs against
Iran and creating a new regional order, as such
an alliance between the Arabs and the United
States threatened Iran's national security.
Saudi Arabia considers itself an older brother
to the countries of the Persian Gulf and the
Arab countries of the region have also
accepted this right, especially countries such
as Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain and the United
Arab Emirates have accepted this role of
Saudi Arabia, and only Qatar has protested
against Saudi Arabia. Of course, America has
a great impact on the development policies of
Saudi Arabia. In the last decade, the
Americans are looking to gradually reduce
their presence in the Middle East and move
eastward and contain China, and give this role
to their regional allies such as Saudi Arabia,
the Zionist regime, Egypt, and Turkey, with

whom they have strategic relations. They are
giving up.

Methodology

In this article, a descriptive-analytical method
has been used to conduct research, and library
sources and documents have also been used.

Results and Discussion

The main goal of Saudi Arabia's foreign
policy after 2015 in the peripheral area or the
Arabian Peninsula, which includes the
countries of the Persian Gulf and Yemen, can
be considered to be the creation of a
hegemonic order or the pursuit of superiority.
The Arabian Peninsula, including the Persian
Gulf and Yemen, has been the most important
security and foreign policy area of Saudi
Arabia for many decades, and has received
more attention during the reign of King
Salman. In fact, Saudi Arabia attaches great
importance to its surrounding environment in
the Arabian Peninsula due to factors such as
geographic proximity, social-cultural links,
and the similarity of political and economic
systems and common security concerns.
Based on this, since 2015, Saudi Arabia has
been trying to achieve complete superiority in
this area and to prevent other actors, including
the Islamic Republic of Iran, from playing a
role in this area. At the same time, the control
and management of macro political and
security trends in this area is also seriously
considered by Riyadh. The establishment of
the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council was the
first important effort of Saudi Arabia in
shaping the hegemonic order in its
surrounding environment. Therefore, Riyadh
has tried to shape its hegemonic system in this
area by turning this council into a structure for
managing developments in the Persian Gulf
and consolidating its dominance and control
over the member countries of this council. In
addition, the political leaders of Saudi Arabia
have tried to guarantee their control and
dominance in Yemen with various policies
such as controlling the government and
buying the loyalty of tribal leaders. But the
important point in the behavior of Saudi
foreign policy in the last decade, especially
after King Salman came to power in 2015, is
that Riyadh did not rely solely on the
traditional policies of the past to establish its
supremacy in the surrounding environment
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and adopted strict approaches in this regard.
especially, they can be referred to as
hegemony (seeking superiority).

Conclusion

Today, in the Biden administration, calls for a
US military withdrawal from the Middle East
are commonplace. The calls reflect a deep
frustration with the woes of American
interventions over the past two decades, as
well as a belief — quite rightly — that the
United States faces greater challenges
elsewhere. However, US interests in the
region have not gone away. If the US rushes
out, it may find itself withdrawing under
worse conditions and at higher costs in the
future. America's strategy should change from
regional dominance to regional balance. The
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