Archi

of Environment 36 (2020) 51-69

Restoring the Quality of Spatial Identity Applying Cinema

Hadis Loghrnanil, Iraj Etesam”’, Hossein Zabihi'

! Department of Urban Planning, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Tehran, Iran

2 Department of Architecture, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Tehran, Iran

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article Type: Research article

Article history:

Received 4 February 2020
Accepted 28 November 2020
Available online 5 December 2020

Keywords:

Urban Space Quality, Public
Areas, Cinema, Mental
Image.

Citation: Loghmani, H.,
Etesam, 1., Zabihi, H. (2020).
Restoring the Quality of
Spatial Identity Applying
Cinema. Geography and
Sustainability of Environment,
10 (3), 51-69.

doi: 1022126/GES.20204966.2186

One of the most important criteria to evaluate urban spaces is its
quality. The existence of these criteria has been proposed to perceive
and receive space, the presence of citizens and the transmission of
concepts such as identity, vitality, dynamism, memory. Representing
the quality of space in mass media such as cinema helps to improve the
quality of the human-space relationship and the continuity of features
that may change over time. Therefore, according to the research issue,
cinema can both complement urban knowledge and, as a wvalid
document, help the audience understand space and urban issues,
confirming or denying the characteristics of space. Thus, it has a
powerful effect on the viewer and emotions. The purpose of this
research is how to represent urban space and environmental quality in
one of the best romantic comedy films in history, written and directed
by Woody Allen, called Midnight in Paris. The research method was
qualitative and independent of numerical documents, based on
experimental work (film). Data collection was library-documentary and
film viewing. In this research, first, using urban planning texts, four
categories of environmental quality were summarized in a table and the
criteria obtained from it were in accordance with the film semiotics and
related codes. The film analysis was based on the content analysis of
sequences containing urban spaces and only image analysis. The results
indicate that in order to achieve and accurately understand urban space,
information about space can be obtained through cinema as a visual
tool, and the definitions of temporal, spatial and cultural and social
realities can be defined and redefined enhancing the value of urban
space in order to improve and strengthen concepts such as identity,
sense of place, city memory.
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