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these decisions are not take:
wisely with proper planning and
the government would begin to
overlook the people, the society will
sufferthe damaging consequences which
are not easily recovered. In this case, the
government would restrict the private sector little by little. If
previously the private sector could freely engage in the economic activities but now
this freedom has been taken away and it should pay greater cost to do the business in
the society.
In this situation, the government which was supposed to lower the cost of the social
services by its function conversely increases the cost of the social services and makes
decisionsthattypicallyrendersto agreater cost for private sector. Economic decisions
which are often in contradiction with the national best interests and in aggregate
increases the finished costs of producing goods and services and prepares the ground
forprivate sector to looseits competitive edge compared with those operating in other
countries. This will definitely bring the economic trend to a standstill.
The trust between the government and the private sector is shattered in such an
atmosphere. A dangerous play would commence in which the government is looking
for bringing the private sector under its full control and the private sector seeks to
bypass the government. Sadly this play is loose-loose rendering to the defeat of both
players. The governmentestimate willnotcometrue. Thebestdevelopment programs
forwhich enormous amountofmoney and energy are spent will be doomed to failures
insuch condition.
Inthissituation, ourintelligent, social responsibility and our beliefs drive us torethink
and reconsider our expectations and wants by choosing different people and
management methods, but we fail. We want to resolve our problems, but we fail. The
reason is that the problem lies somewhere else. The reason is that the philosophy
behind establishment ofthe government has been neglected. We no longer agree with
each other while we ourselves are the part of the problem in that we do not inclined to
revise our thoughts and behaviors and bring them up-to-date as appropriate.
From economic point of view, the era of the sizable governments is over and the
features of integrated and powerful governments are their bid to usher the society
toward democracy and development. Nowadays, private sector is pioneer of
economicadvancementinevery aspect. Companies no longerrecognize any political
and geographical border and enter into competition with other regional and
international counterpart and contribute to their national economy. In our country no
lock will be unlocked without bilateral cooperation and partnership of governm
and people inrespecting the law and decision making in higher levels.
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Sea-Oriented
Development

Howis the currentsituation?

This year, 2013, is the point of advancement
for the intelligent and vigilant society of Iran.
The year in which the “Political Epic”, as the
SupremeLeaderlabeled it, was materialized.
We can dare say that the Iranian society has
come to its highestlevel of political and social
maturity throughout its history and acts
beyond the regional level. They seek social
welfare as well as international integrity and
active participation has become an integral
partofthelranian society.

Although the sanctions inflicted by the
western countries have left a degree of
economic pressure upon Iranian public, they
have reach a level of maturity where they
demand the president-elect to actively and
expediently involve in international arena to
thwart one of the major goals of the west i.e
“alienation of Iran”.

Iranian public showed that they are fully
aware of the significance of the international
community and its role on the economic
elements namely trade, production and job
generation.

With a clear understanding of today’s global
situation, Iranian publicthoughtgloballyand
with a high turn out elected their future
president.
Fulfillmentofthenation’sexpectationshinges
on the maximal use of the national potential
for development through making moderate
and wise initiatives. To this end,participation
of peopleplaysa crucialrolein thedecisions of
the future government. Off course this issue
became quite clear when the elect was asked
in his press conference that “when will the
participation of the people start?” and he
answered “the participationhasalreadybeen
started”.

Tanking the account of the above, if the
maritime community is after sea-oriented
development and the government aims to
make the best use of the maritime potential
and capabilitiesfor thenationaldevelopment,
thisonlywillberealized through collaboration
and cooperation of the whole actors and
elements of the maritime community both
private and governmental. In this respect the
roleofthemaritimeassociationsshouldnotbe
overlooked.

In conclusion, given the important role of the
economic discussions on the livelihood of the
public, I would like to quote a sentence from
John Miller one of the greatesteconomists:

“Economy resembles a tide, you can not play with
it but you have to first give up and then take
advantage ofit”.
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the series of telling and effective facts

and social sections. All developed countries
started their development trend from one or more sectors on
they had potential and competitive edge compared to other count
They have made a meticulous planning as a basis for moving forwari
of their economic sections. Among them were maritime or military
industries or technical knowhow.
In this respect, undoubtedly, the governments have played an
important role in development of nations. But a notable question
arises: which government and with whatstructure? Whichsociety can
be proud of being developed essentially?
Beforeaddressingtheseissues, itisnoteworthy thatby the government
we mean the state or administration or governmental executive force
of a country from the economic point of view not from political, legal
orreligious perspective.
Human, over the time, came to the conclusion to spend a cost to
establishabody called “Government” or “Administration” in order to
provide for security and social welfare and encoding rules and
regulation for development. Therefore, the Government which is
necessary but not adequate body is established and the people spend
costs for its formation and maintenance. If a government earns an
income, it is nothing but the money paid by the people in different
forms such as tax, price of services, purchase of national assets etc to
receive the social services.
This transaction between the community and government
demonstrates the status of the statesmen and governmental sector in
onchandandthepeopleand privatesectorinthe other. The importance
ofthisissueistoapointwhere, interms ofIslamicprinciples, provision
of services to the public is described as prayer and a holy deed.
Through paying the cost to the government, the society expects the
governmenttoreducethesocial costs of disorder, crimesandreceiving
social welfares. Understandably the size of the government should be
optimum enough to produce more benefit than the cost and in
aggregate step forward toward social development and economical
welfare. A government should make its pubic capable enough and
pave the ground for promotion of the private sector in national and
international areas.
The bilateral cooperation between the government and the people is
disrupted when a considerable amount of money is being poured into
the budget and the government any longer feels no need to the people
andinternationally oruninternationally, planned orunplanned, legally
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Elsewhere in his remarks, Mr. Sadr referred to the
supreme leader’s concern regarding taking distance
with the sea and said that “one of the ways to reduce
this distance is moving the people to coastal areas
entailing development of these areas”.

“Theseabordersaccountsforapproximatelyonethird
of the country’s border, but we still remain reliant
on the land rather than the sea”, Mr. Sadr said,
adding that this is while more than 90% of the
import and export of cargo in the country is carried
outviathesea. “Ifdueregardis paidtothe maritime
related activities beside other economic sections,
development of the coastal areas will contribute to
the prosperity of the other economic sectors as
well”. ‘It seems that shifting the approach from the
land to the sea is inevitable”.

Criticizing the west double standard approach
towards Iranian maritime activities, Deputy
Minister went on to say that the behavior of the
western countries creates hurdles for the activities
ofourseafarers andis downrightagainstthe human
right and IMO-approved international
conventions.

In this ceremony, Rear Admiral Dr. Sayari the
commander of the Iranian Navy Force made his
speech. He remarked that “as our supreme leader
reiterated, Iran is a maritime country and the sea is
adivine endowment for us which we should make
the bestuse of it”.

Mr. Sayari noted that despite the fact that we enjoy
tremendous resources of marine species but our
daily diet and meal has the least share of the marine
foods compared to the world.

Refereeing to the country’s development on the
basis of the sea, Rear Commander said that “we
have to use our marine resources and duly respond
to our supreme leader’s concern”. “We have to all
join hands to fulfill this”.

“With the assistance and grace of Allah, Iran has a
powerful presence in high seas and exercises
Iranian jurisdiction flying the holy flag of the
country”. Dr. Sayariadded.

Rear Admiral went on to say that “the security
whichis currently in place in the Aden Gulfand the
South of the India Ocean is due to the presence of
the Iranian Navy force combating the piracy”
adding that “as long as we are present the area will
be secure not only for the Iranian commercial fleet
but also for the foreign ships.

Aswith the statistics, Dr. Sayari said that up to now
we have escorted as many as 2000 Iranian tankers
and ships launching 150 operations against pirates
leading to anumber of pirate arrests and delivering
them the judiciary officials for trial.

Commander of the Iranian Navy said that “due toa
cooperation and coordination currently in place
between the maritime related bodies in the country,
we can make big strides toward the further
development of this sector and thwart the imposed
sanctions by the western countries”.
Underscoringtheneedtoprovidethe security ofthe
ships, Dr. Sayari stated that “‘enhancement of the
shippingsecurity willleadup to country’smaritime

integrity and maintaining the national interests”.

Mr. Stiri, Deputy Managing Director for Maritime
Affairs of the PMO also made his remarks in the
ceremony. He said that “from maritime
transportation point of view, seafarers play an
outstanding role in the supply chain of goods and
the success of the shipping lines. “Their effective
presence in maritime transportation is promising
for the future of the shipping industry and maritime
community”’, headded

“Itis obvious that a great part of the achievements
made in shipping industry is attributable to the
sincere efforts of the seafarers”, Mr. Stiri said,
adding that strategic status of the maritime
transportation as well as tremendous volume of
cargo handled via this industry has made is an
unrivalled option in international trade.

“Taking the account of the above and considering
the requirements set out in the international
conventions in connection with the shipping safety
and protection of maritime environment
demonstrate the significance of the human
resources inthemaritimeindustry”’, Mr. Stirinoted.
“Inthis juncture and special status of our country in
international transactions, the vigilance of the
seafarers plays a pivotal role in realization of the
short and long terms goals of the country in
maritime transportation”.

Mr. Dajmar, Managing Director of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Shipping Line (IRISL) was
another keynote speaker in the ceremony. He
referred to today’s particular condition of our
country and 6 years of heavy sanctions against
the shipping industry of Iran inflicted by the
western country and said that “through the
sincere commitment of our seafarers we have
managed to thwart the international sanctions
and prevent our enemies from accomplishing
their goal”.

In his remarks, IRISL’s Managing Director
called on the Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO) as the Maritime Administration of the
country to help facilitate the settlement of the
current problems of the seafarers. He noted that
despite the huge diversity of the fields in the
universities, there is no room for the maritime
related majors in these universities. He asked the
PMO to make necessary arrangements for the
admissionofstudentsinmaritime fieldsindomestic
universities and academic institutions. He also
underlined the need to undertake follow-up action
in respect of the military service related problems
of the seafarers by the PMO.

Mr. Ali Akbar Safaei, Managing Director of the
National Iranian Tanker Company (NITC) was
another speaker in the ceremony. He said that “the
focusandepicenterofthe westernsanctions against
ourcountry was maritimetradeandshippinglines”.
He also noted that “our seafarers in every situation
devise away out of difficulty with their creativity and
donotallow any major problem halt cargo handing in
the country”. Hewentonto call forthe PMO'to follow
tax exemption of seafarers.

Rear Admiral
Dr. Sayari the
commander
of the Iranian
NavyForce:
“asour
supreme
leader
reiterated,
Iranisa
maritime
country and
theseaisa
divine gift for
us which we
should make
the bestuse of
it”.
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Mr.Sadr Remarked inthe International Day

of Seafarers: 93 Seafarers Managed to Get

the Competency Certificate for Far Trips

Theseashould be
used as a tool for
exercising the
national will and
development of
relations with the
other countries
and maintaining
national integrity
and fulfillment of
the national
goals: Mr.Sadr

n the occasion of the International Day of
OSeafarers, Mr. Sadr ,vice Minister of Roads

and Urban Development and Managing
Director of Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO)
remarked that as the supreme leader labeled this year
as “Political & Economic Epic”, the political epic was
materialized by Iranian people massive turn out in the
presidential electionbut forthe “Economic Epic”tobe
realized, we need to make our best in different
domains.
Hesaidthatone ofthe sections which playsagreatpart
inrealization ofthe Economic Epic sloganis maritime
transportandtradeand, inparticular, thesincere efforts
ofthesacrificed seafarers.
“The sea is the one of the magnificent manifestations
of the divine creation which is lofty in terms of beauty
and grandeur which we can enjoy this gift and its
preciousresources’”. Headded.
Pointing out to the endowments of God in the sea, Mr.
Sadr referred to the enormous resources of marine
species and mineral resources as well as various kinds
of energies that can be explored from sea bed and
economic advantages such as marine tourism and
maritime industry. “There is no doubt that without the
effortsoftheseafarersindifferentareas ofthemaritime
activities and transport, it is impossible to utilize the
giftsofthesea”.
PMO’s Managing Director described the seafarer

OFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE PORT & MARITIME ORGANIZATION

profession significant and valuable and underscored
the need to disseminate the maritime culture and
encouraging the public and young people to get
involved in maritime related jobs. He went on to say
that seafarer’s job should be introduced to the people
like other jobs in the society. To this end, some artistic
tools such as good publicity, making movies, art
galleries and etc can be availed.

“One of the ways for attraction of young people to
engage in maritime related jobs is to promote their
motivation and providing necessary trainings with a
view toencourage themtojoinseafarerscommunity”,
Mr. Sadrsaid.
DeputyMinisterrevealedthatthereareongoingefforts
to grant tax exemption to seafarers and noted that
seafarers’ job is international in nature and earns
foreign exchange incomes.

Referring to the statistics on the seafarers, Mr. Sadr
stated that currently a total number of 5.1 million
seafarers are working in global fleet of which 290
thousand seafarers belong to our country. He also said
that from Iranian seafarers a number of 93 thousand
have succeeded to get their competency certificate for
far trips. He went on to say that the Fifth Economic
Development Program requires that as many as 5000
seafarer should be trained through out the program
which currently 1500 seafarers have been trained and
received their competency certificate.

“Oneofthe
ways for
attraction of
young people
toengagein
maritime
related jobsis
topromote
their
motivation
and
providing
necessary
trainings
with a view to
encourage
them to join
seafarers
community”,




failure to pay due attention to the potential
of our ports has directed the flow of cargo
to some of the ports locating in south
borderof Persian Gulf.

As you are aware, following the
)))comments of the Supreme Leader
regarding due attention to sea and coastal
areas, Port and Maritime Organization has
made a sweeping shift in its approach
towards development of the coastal areas.
In this respect it has undertaken a number
of measures such as construction of 40
breakwaters. As you are involved in
maritime related issues, what is your view
onthat?

I believe that construction of these
breakwaters would leave a positive effect
on the coastal areas and would
automatically promotethesecurityinthese
areas in that construction of these
breakwaters enables the local residents to
use the marine resources. But it is better to
give priority to Mokran coastlines in these
measures because deprivation in these
areas is rampant and the only source of
providing livelihood of the people lies at
sea.

In your remarks you pointed out to the
)))strategic presence at sea. What do you
mean by that?

I refer to the remarks of the Supreme
Leader who reiterated that the Navy in a
real sense is a strategic force and it is not
limited to national borders. When we have
a strong and strategic presence at occean,
actually we are demonstrating our national
solidarity. Therefore, our national interest
and reputation is at the stake and our
strategic presence at occean can promote
our security.

Oneofthe importantissues inthe port
)))is investment of private sector which
entails security. We believe that after the
measures undertaken by the Navy Force
to promote the security, the approach of
the investors has changed towards our
ports and coastal areas. As aresult of this
change, the amount of the investment in
ourporthas dramatically increased inthe
pastthreeyears. How doyou evaluate the
impact of the Navy force in promoting
the security as to the investment of the
private sector?

Asour Supreme Leader stated, ifwe donot
provide the security of ourachievements at

port and sea in different areas, we would
lose them soon. Therefore, when the sea is
secure, we can getinvolved inthe maritime
activities. If we could not provide for the
security of the sea, private sector can not
make investment in our ports and coastal
areas. When the foreigners and investors
see that we have well managed security
measures of our territorial

waters as well as our

commercial fleet
against the pirates,
they become
encouraged to
makeinvestment

in our ports and
territorial
waters.

Would your
)))please elaborate
on the potential and the
programs of the Iranian
Navy Force as with repairing of
the Iranian vessels at high seas? Has there
beenany innovationin thisrespect? Which
organizationor governmental body should
cooperate in preserving national borders?

In order to have an effective presence in the
highseas, weneed accomplished and skillful
manpower. From the begining of the Islamic
Revolution, we lacked trained and skillful
manpower in the country; buttoday we have
this important factor available. We have
various ships with different capacities
operating throughout the world. As to the
military fleet, we are embargoed by the
western countries and we can not provide for
our needs in terms of equipment and spare
parts. Fortunately, today we can produce a
large part of the technical needs of our fleet
domestically and our policies are based on
manufacturing our technical requirements
within the country. Compared to the foreign
countries, weenjoyanacceptablepotentialin
this regard. We have already provided this
capabilitybybuilding Jamaranfrigate. Onthe
other hand, cooperation of the associated
national and governmental bodies for
maintaining the security of our maritime
bordersisofgreatimportancesuchasthePort
and Maritime Organization (PMO).

International Maritime Organization
)))(IMO) isworkingonaproposaltoallow
the use of privately operated security
guards in commercial ships to maintain the
security againstpiracy inhighrisk areas. In
view of the capability of the Iranian Navy
Force in providing the security of the

28 {1

country’sterritorial waters and the security
of the commercial fleet outside the
territorial waters, how do you evaluate the
proposal of the IMO?

Our commercial fleet has been always
operating in high risk areas and the Navy
has provided for the security of our own
ships as well as some other foreign
vessels such as those belonging
to UAE, Saudi Arabia,
China, Korea and etc. Off
course the use of the
private security guards
on board the ships can
help to maintain the
security but these
private guards need to
have certain
qualifications such as
familiarity with the sea
and maritime
activities.

-—
=

The IMO has dubbed this year as:
>>>“sustainable development”. How can
this “sustainabledevelopment”berealized
from the sea perspective?

Wehavetried to discuss the concept of sea-
oriented development in the PMO High

understood in this respect. If we could
manage to use the resource of the sea in
line with ournational interests, we would
be able to make our development sea-
oriented. Around 70% of our borders lie
in land with the other 30% at sea.
Approximately, 93% of the import and
export of cargo are carried out through
out sea borders. If you take a look at this
statistics, you can simply understand the
significance of the
development.

sea-oriented

If you were in charge of the
)))commercial activities in the country,
what would you propose to the Ports and
Maritime Organization (IMO)?

Off course the PMO has had make a
huge progress in recent years. But if it
could further develop our commercial
ports and enhance the ports capacity,
we can better provide our national
interest and obtain our goals. I believe
that the focus should be on ports of
Chabahar and Jask because these two
ports can save the commerce of the
country. Also these ports have great
potential to become regional hubs.
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Guidances of Supreme Leaderin the Field of Sea;
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aritime

developmentand
maritime security have
correlation with one
another. They are
important factor
influencing the various
aspects of maritime
related activities such as
cargo trade, passenger
transportand etc. In this
respect, Mr. Emami, the
chiefeditor of Bandar-
Daryamonthly has
interviewed Rear
Admiral, Dr.
Habibollah Sayari, the
commander ofthe
Iranian navy.
Followings are the
answers of the Rear
Admiral to his
questions:

>>>As the firstquestion foryouas the Commander
ofthe Navy, [.R.Iran and the Head of the of the
PMO High Council, would you please share us
your views on the waters and strategic
geographical location of the [.R.Iran?
Strategically, Iran hasanideal position. Its 700 km
of coastlines in the North of the country bordering
Caspian Seaand 1000 km of coastline in the south
of'the country bordering Persian Gulf and further
900 km of Mokran border as well as tremendous
resources of marine resources are precious
endowment bestowed by Allah to our country. As
our Supreme Leader stated, Iran’s ideal positionis
a valuable opportunity for our country that we
have to appreciate it. He also reiterated that our
access to the Gulf of Oman and high seas is a great
opportunity for us which we have neglected it in
the past. An important question is facing us: why
have we not used this divine gift as appropriate?
We have to address this question and make our
every effort to best avail our access to the sea. We
have to develop our coastal areas as well.

>>>I recognized a notable point in your answer to
the previous question, i.e “development of
coastal areas”. When we see to the important ports
of the world such as Shanghai, Singapore,

OFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE PORT & MARITIME ORGANIZATION

Rotterdam and Hamburg, we notice that the in
developed countiesimportantcitieshaveemerged
along the sea. Butno such a thing has happened in
our southern ports. Our country has a big fleetand
LR of Iran is intertwined with the maritime
activities. In your views, why are our port
underdeveloped?

I believe that western hegemony has separated us
from the sea in order to achieve its objectives and
keep us underdeveloped. The most important
cities of the world are located in coastal areas.
According to the statistics, almost two third of the
world population live in the coastal area or within
200 km of the sea. But what is the reason? The
reason is that these cities can use the gifts and
resources of the sea. But surprisingly the most
underdeveloped cities of our country are located
incoastal areas and the mainreasonis that we have
overlooked the importance ofthe sea. [fwe would
have appreciated the significance of the sea, the
port of Dubai could not emerge as our competitor
and instead Jask and Chabahar ports would have
replaced it. The location of our ports is far better
than those of the regional countries in the Persian
Gulf and cargo handling is more cost effective in
Iranian ports than in other regional ports. Our

Asour
Supreme
Leader
stated, if we
donot
provide the
security of
our
achievements
atportand
seain
different
areas, we
would lose
them soon




Statement by Delegation of the I.R of Iran in
Introducing Document MSC 92/25/2 Submitted to

MSC92 Session, 19th June 2013

hank you Mr Chairman
T In the recent months, some unfair

commercial and technical restrictions
have been exerted on Iran’s shipping trade
which may result in undesirable outcomes
regarding the maritime safety, the marine
environment and international shipping. Itis
very unfortunate to see that, therange of these
restrictionshasbeenexpandedtointernational
classification societies, in a way that, they
havebeenprohibited fromprovidingtechnical
services to not only Iranian flagged ships but
also foreign ships in Iranian waters. The
maritime authority of the [.R.of Iran was
informed of suchrestrictions by some classes
in writing, even though they expressed their
unhappiness in many occasions.The Islamic
Republic of Iran has used all of its potential,
actual resources and capacities to achieve the
goals of IMO and other maritime-related
international organizations in the field of
maritime safety, security and pollution
prevention. Having conducted successful
IMO audit scheme and great contribution in
securing vital shipping lines by dispatching
navies are examples of our utmost
commitments in these regards.
Now, this country as an active member state
of IMOisfacingdouble standards. Itisindeed
an strange time; on one side, we are sitting
here and express our concerns regarding
maritime safety, security as well as marine
environment and on the other hand, we
witness that, due to direct and indirect
measures taken by somememberstates ofthis
organization, unfair and undue restrictions
have been imposed against another member
state’s commercial shipping industry that are
engaged inmovementoffoodsandothervery
ordinary goods. How can we put these two
conflicting things together when we refer to
paragraph (b) of article 2 of IMO Convention
of this organization, as itread and [ quote:
To encourage the removal of discriminatory
action and unnecessary restrictions by
Governments affecting shipping engaged in
international trade so as to promote the
availability of shipping services to the
commerce of the world without
discrimination;....”
Mr Chairman, Secretary
Distinguished delegates
All of us know that, the need to use the

General,

technical services of internationally
competent classification societies as well as
their practical roles for ships in compliance
with the relevant technical standards, as
mentioned in various IMO conventions, is
undeniableforsafeshippingataninternational
level. However, the Islamic Republic of Iran
has been deprived from using the services of
suchserviceswhichcanleadtocompromising
commercial shipping safety and
environmental protection, and endangering
the lives of ships’ passengers in global
shipping. Although the Islamic Republic of
Iran has tried to remove the side effects of
suchrestrictions throughusing the services of
permitted national classificationsocieties, the
existenceofthisconditionanditscontinuation
would not have a good image for the
international maritime society.

It has to be added that, the recent actions are
notonlyagainstIMO’sobjectivesas expressly
stipulated in Article 1 of the Convention on
the International Maritime Organization, but
also contradict with the objectives of SOLAS
and MARPOL and the cooperation of
Member States in implementing the
provisions of the said Conventions. The
Government of the Islamic Republic of Tran,
expresses deep concerns over such unfair
restrictionsanddiscriminatory actions, which
impair the shipping industry as a whole;
something that need our attention and the
utmost care of all IMO Member States.

Mr Chairman,

At the end, The Committee is invited to note
the matterraised and recommend all Member
States to continue their cooperation with each
otherincludingtheIslamic RepublicofIranin
complying with all relevant international
instruments inparticularIMO conventionand
recommend all Non-Governmental
Organizations including international
classification societies to continue their
cooperation with Iranian ships in providing
technical services in order to enhance
maritime safety and security and make sure
that all ships around the world are using fair
and equal technical services.

At the end Mr Chairman, we request you sir,
our intervention in introduction of our
document be fully reflected in final report of
this committee.

Thank you Mr Chairman
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Since the intensifying of piracy in the
Gulf of Aden, East coasts of Somalia
andNorthofIndianOcean, thelslamic
Republic of Iran has dispatched its
Navy in more than 25 courses to the
mentioned areas to escort the
commercial ships and oil tankers
flying the flag of Islamic Republic of
Iran, passing through this areas. The
services were also provided to some
ships under the flag of other
countries.
ThelslamicRepublicoflranhassofar
escorted more than 1500 commercial
ships and oil tankers to prevent them
from attacks by the pirates. Among
these, 16 foreign ships and 136 Iran
flagged ships were survived from
potentiallybeingattackedorhijacked.
Moreover, 2 other ships (One Iranian
andoneChineseship)whichhadbeen
captured by the pirates and their 20
crews taken as hostage, were all
released by the Iranian Navy and the
shipscontinuedtheirvoyage.As faras
Iran is concerned and what could be
expected from a responsible coastal
state, with the prompt action taken by
the Iranian Navy, maritime security is
maintained in the territorial waters of
the Islamic Republic of Tran. Taking
this into consideration and of course
our neighbor states involvement, we
believe that the whole region i.e.
Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and
Oman Sea are completely safe and
secure forinternational shipping.
Thank you Mr Chairman,

We request you Sir, our statement be
recorded inthe final report of MSC 92
meeting.
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Maritime Section: Pioneer

Maritime Organizations in Economic Growth and
Development
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From Koji Sekimizu
Secretary-General, International
Maritime Organization

Theshippingindustry
today is in a state of
transition. It has
always been a
cyclical industry and recent years
have been no exception.
Clearly, a period of consolidation
and adjustment is now needed.
Lay-up, recyclingand
slow-steaming can all help to bring some equilibrium to the
market. Inthe shortterm, the shipping industry faces difficult
times but, looking further ahead, I am sure that, in the long
run, itwill overcome its current challenges and that seaborne
trade will significantly increase again, to support the growth
oftrade.
Butsurvivingthetoughtimestotake advantage ofbetteryears
ahead requires planning and coordination. So events such as
this, the 21st Conference of Maritime Organizations in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, help to ensure that all the necessary
preparations are in place.
This year, much of the agenda for the event is being driven by
matters that we have been addressing at IMO. Marine
casualty investigation, the RO code, search and rescue
requirements and seafarer training will all figure strongly in
yourdiscussions, as will the challenges and opportunities that
flow from the forthcoming entry into force of the Maritime
Labour Convention. lamalso pleased tonote that sustainable
maritime developmentis one of the topics to be covered. This
is a particularly important matter for me, as I have pledged
that IMO will play its part in establishing sustainable
development goals for the maritime sector as part of the wider
United Nations’ work in this respect.
I'wish the Conference every success, and look forward very
much to the positive contribution  am sure it will make to the
improvement of safety, security and efficiency of shipping
and to the development of a sustainable future for the

industry.
-

1 Total port capacity (oil & non-oil) Million tons

2 Total Port Performance (Oil & Non-oil Million tons 15 18 60 107 135 139

3 Total Container Capacity Thousand TEU 75 100 3800 5700 7100

4  Thehighest capacity of ship accommodation Thousand dwt 45 70 70 145 145 145

5 Passenger Transport Capacity Thousand passengers 500 900 1500 6000 13000 14000

6 Passenger Transport Performance Thousand passengers 1323 5631 10200 11410

7 Commercial Fleet Capacity Thousand dwt 2452 3930 5700 5800

8 Oil Fleet Capacity Thousand dwt 1015 6920 10200 12000

OFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE PORT & MARITIME {

r
E:



