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Dear Mr Gharbali LF—

Thank you for your email in which you ask a number of questions about the
outcomes of the 5th Extraordinary Hydrographic conference.
Here are my answers.

1-Thefifth conference on IHO was heldin Monaco-France last week. Did
the conference provide new guidelines on the Hydrography area? If so,
How this new guidelines affect the activity of member countries as well
asbusiness?

The Conference, which is the equivalent of an Assembly in other intergov-
ernmental organizations, such as the UN, was held in Monaco. Monaco is
acountry initsownright. Itis not part of France. The IHO has been based in
Monacosince 1921.

The principal outcomes of the Conference were arecognition by the 66 out of
82 Member States that attended the Conference, that there is an unstoppable
move by national geospatial agencies from making maps and charts to being
the providers of maritime geospatial information as part of Maritime Spatial Data
Infrastructures (MSDI). MSDI, inturn must be part of the national and regional
spatial datainfrastructures.

The Conference alsorecognisedthe importantrole thatindustry playsinboththe
developmentof IHO standards butalsointhe IHO capacity building programme
andin the provision of services to Hydrographic Offices in many countries.

The Conference recognised thatalternative ways of collecting depthinformation
must be considered as a way to obtain depth data in many parts of the world
thatare unsurveyed and for which no depth data exists. Crowd-sourcing using
commercial ships on normal voyages and satellite derived bathymetry were
both considered. The Conference directed thataworking group be established
to provide guidelines for crowd-sourced bathymetry.

The Conference received information on e-Navigation and its potential impact
on Hydrographic Offices.

2-There was some news that there are serious problems in the existing
Hydrographic maps of Persian Gulf region. What’s your advice for re-
moving these obstacles mitigates potential risks which affects vessels
and seafarers?

Like many other parts of the world, there are parts of the Persian Gulfthat are
eitherunsurveyed orthe existing surveys are very outof date. Atthe sametime,
thereis also arequirementto improve the exchange of information between
all countries so that the latest available information can be included in official
charts. The IHO has encouraged the establishment of Regional hydrographic
commissions in order to help with coordination and the exchange of technical
information and to encourage cooperation between States across regions.
Your region is covered by the ROPME Sea Area Hydrographic Commission
(RSAHC). The Islamic Republic of Iran currently holds the Vice Chair position
inthe RSAHC. Iranis also the coordinator for the international charting (INT
chart) schemes for the whole of the region. These are important positions of
leadership and coordination and | am pleased to say that these roles are being
performedwell.

Both the IHO crowd-sourced bathymetry programme and commercial satellite
derived bathymetry will have a partto play inimproving knowledge ofthe depths
inthe Persian Gulf. I know that SaudiArabia has already used satellite derived
bathymetry to obtain a firstlevel of depth data for the country. It has then used
more conventional survey methods to obtain detailed information in the keys
areas identified from satellite data.

3-Inthe area of Hydrography, What are the main fields thatI.R. of Iran can
contribute more effective?

As one of the developed maritime nations in the region with a mature capability
inboth hydrography and nautical cartography, | am very pleased at the level of
involvement of the representatives of the IR of Iran in the work of the IHO. As
wellas making many very valuable and relevant contributions to the discussions
inthe Conference, Iranis taking an importantrole in the RSAHC, providing
leadership and supportto the other States in the region as they further develop
theirown national capabilities. This has been demonstratedinthe coordination
ontheregional INT Chartand ENC schemes and the liaison with neighbouring
coordinators and otherinvolved national Hydrographic Offices.

The IR of Iran was the first Chair ofthe RSAHC and has continued to supportthe
succeeding Chairs aswell as providing valuable inputacross a broad spectrum
ofissues during all RSAHC meetings. | am keen for the IR of Iran to continue
thislevel of participation and hope it can be extended to other bodies ofthe IHO,
where the IR of Iran can make a valuable contribution across a wide variety of
topics inthe future work of the IHO. The IR of Iran has along established and
well developed training capability, it would be a significant contribution if some
of the spare capacity or resource could be made available to the IHO Capacity
building programme.

Robert Ward

President International Hydrographic Organization IJC'_
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