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Challenges Facing Water Resources Management under Drought Conditions in
Iran

D. Khalili*?

Recent droughts, limitation of water resources and challenges of supplying water with
acceptable quality have turned into a major concern for the society and the authorities. Continuation
of droughts in many parts of the country has developed a situation, which is usually described by
terms such as water crisis or post-water crisis. In the present paper, while an overall review of the
existing water resources is done, drought events are explained as a natural phenomenon, so that
realistic understanding of problems associated with water resources management can be achieved.
The need for water resources planning as a multi-dimensional problem is proposed and the system
approach is discussed as an appropriate method to define the problem at hand. Application of the
system approach by identifying problems of water resources management can be instrumental
toward achievement of useful and practical solutions. Next, integrated water resources management
(IWRM) and risk management and crisis management strategies are discussed as some of the
available and applicable methodologies. Some of the viewpoints and relevant research taken placed
in Iran are also discussed.
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