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An Overview of Chinese and Persian Proverbs (A
Descriptive and Contrastive Analysis)*

Qian Liu !
Director and Lecturer of Persian Language Department, Tien Jin University of Foreign
Studies, China

Abstract

The comparative study of Chinese and Persian proverbs can, on the one hand,
increase the understanding of mutual culture between the people of China and
Iran, and on the other hand, it can be used in the teaching of Chinese and
Persian languages so that language learners can better understand the
language and culture of the two countries. Due to the lack of research for the
educational classification of Chinese and Persian proverbs, in this research,
Chinese and Persian proverbs have been classified and described in four
groups using formal and semantic features: the first group includes proverbs
with similar literal and figurative meanings, the second group includes
proverbs with similar literal meanings but different figurative meanings, the
third group includes proverbs with different literal meanings but similar
figurative meanings, and the fourth group includes proverbs with different
literal and figurative meanings. The four-fold classification of Chinese and
Persian proverbs, along with examples extracted from the selected source,
indicates that proverbs with different literal and different figurative meanings
rank first in terms of the highest number of proverbs, those with similar literal
and similar figurative meanings in second rank, those with different literal
meanings but similar figurative meanings in third rank, and those with similar
literal meanings but different figurative meanings in fourth rank. The
pedagogical implication of this research seems to be as follow: Persian
proverbs with similar literal and figurative meanings to their equivalent
Chinese proverbs are more effective for teaching at a basic level; Persian
proverbs with different literal but similar figurative meanings to their
equivalent Chinese proverbs are more effective for teaching at an
intermediate level; Persian proverbs with similar literal but different
figurative meanings to their equivalent Chinese proverbs are more effective
for teaching at an advanced level; while Persian proverbs with different literal
and figurative meanings are effective for teaching at all levels.

Keywords:

Persian language teaching, proverbs, Chinese, Persian, Chinese Persian learner.
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