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Abstract

One of the most famous works in Iran from the beginning of the 1960s until now is Man
the Unknown by Alexis Carrel. With the passage of 70 years since the first Persian
translation, the market boom of this work has not yet been lost, and at the same time, its
content and function in Iranian society have not been ever analyzed. This study is the
first step toward this goal. By reviewing the evidence of Iranians' attention to the book,
this study aims to defend this hypothesis that the widespread promotion of the book was
followed by Islamist movements as a result of important theoretical implications of the
work in favor of their Theology. Followers of such movements wanted to compensate
the poverty of literature and theoretical weaknesses in representing a native and modern
human theory by taking advantage of Carrel's book. As we will reveal in this study, with
the development of the discourse of Islamic humanities, this book has been considered
as confirming the necessity of choosing an Islamic humanities instead of "western
humanities".
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One of the most famous works in Iran from the beginning of the 1960s until now is the
book ‘“Man The Unknown’’ by Alexis Carrel. Although seventy years have passed
since the first Persian translation of the book, the market boom of this work has not yet

« Associate Professor of Theology, Gorgan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Gorgan, Iran,
mehrvash@hotmail.com
Date received: 10-04-2023, Date of acceptance: 17-07-2023

Archive of SID.ir



Archive of SID.ir

VEOY Dl Y $)led Y Sl o i psle (slotaliy g g g3l ol gy 5

disappeared. However, its content and function in Iranian society have not been yet
analyzed. This study is the first step toward this goal. By reviewing the evidence of
Iranian Islamists' attention to the book, this study aims at defending that they have
promoted this book because of the its important theoretical implications in favor of their
school of thought: using this book, they compensated the poverty of new sciences in
the depiction of mankind; as also they cited this book to compensate for their theoretical
weaknesses in representing a native and modern theory of man.

In this research, first of all, general familiarity with the book in Iran, its Persian
translations and the level of popularity of the work in Iranian society is provided. Then
in order to evaluate the mentioned hypothesis we will try to know: which of the
discussions in the book have Iranian Islamists paid attention to; And how have they
benefited from the book over time? And finally, how long has their attention to the
content of the book continued?

The evidence indicates that this work found many readers from 1339 onwards and
received wide attention. By reviewing such data, we can estimate that two Persian
translations of the work have been published about 31 times so far, of which 18 times
are related to the period before the Islamic Revolution of 1979. It should be said about
the two translations of the book that neither the Farsi translation of ‘Enayatollah
Shakibaptr nor the three texts of the translation of Parviz DabirT contain all the
original English content of the book and they contain deletions, additions and
distortions. These distortions are given in the text of the book for this, so that the text is
harmonized with its functions for the Islamists promoting this book in Iranian society.

The credibility of the author's personality was the biggest argument of the Islamists:
he was one of the great Western men of science and Nobel Prize winners, speaking
about the danger of the collapse of Western civilization, and his words could have been
interpreted as supporting protests against Western civilization. Another focus of
references to the book at the beginning of the 1960s was the denial of the freedoms that
women could have in the common lifestyle in the western civilization. Another
important function of Carrel's work for Islamists was to confirm their religious beliefs.
Iranian Islamists in the period before the Islamic Revolution emphasized that Carrel's
words are, at best, an incomplete version of the complete version of Islamic teachings,
which came to the mind of an intelligent and fair person who of course grew up in a
damaged society, and as a result, he has not found the effective treatment as understood
in Islamic teachings.
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After the Islamic revolution, there was an important change in the function of
Carrel's book for Iranians. In support of the beliefs and actions attributed to religion,
Islamists paid attention to new phrases from Carrel's book, which had been neglected
until that time. If before the revolution they often cited his work to defend the religious
fundamental principles, now it was more necessary to defend the Requirements of
Islamic Sharia by citing his words. Following these exploitations of the work, Carrel's
personality also became legendary and even compared to the previous periods he was
credited with being an expert in more sciences.

At the beginning of the 2000s, after about 40 years had passed since the Persian
translation of the work, and contrary to expectations, attention to the book continued.
The reason for these attentions was the development of discussions about the production
of Islamic humanities and the development of the discourse of religious knowledge.
Karel's speeches in criticism of Western civilization science became a new focus for
citations. Karel's words were often quoted that anatomy, physiology, psychology,
pedagogy, sociology, history and economics do not discover the essence of human
existence; Because supernatural factors affecting human existence are not analyzed in
them. Islamists ignored Carrel's emphasis on the necessity of developing experimental
sciences about human and interpreted his words to the promotion of religious
knowledge. In this way, Carrel's character was depicted as an "affirming stranger" to
create the basis for the widespread use of his opinions in various scientific fields.
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