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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to review the book “Theoretical Foundations of
Educational Technology” authored by Dr. Hashem Fardanesh. For this reason, the
book's two dimensions of form and content have been critically explored. Observance of
writing and spelling rules, fluency of the text, English-Persian dictionary, and thematic
index can be considered as the apparent advantages of the mentioned work. However,
providing a preface, stating the main purpose of the work, introduction, and objectives
of each chapter, summarizing, questions to evaluate the audience and more appropriate
design of the cover can help make it more desirable in appearance. In terms of content,
this work has advantages such as logical order and internal coherence, attention to the
basics of this field, appropriate phrase choices, and attention to credible sources. Update
the definition of educational technology, and provide content related to the concepts of
systems, learning, and performance; Uniformity of citation style, clearer presentation of
some drawers, and appropriate styling of titles can enrich this book’s content. In general,
this work is a valuable work for the initial acquaintance with the theoretical foundations
of educational technology, and to some extent, it can acquaint the readers with the
general and basic frameworks of this field.
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The book “Theoretical Foundations of Educational Technology” is written by Dr.
Hashem Fardanesh. He received his doctorate from the University of Southern
California in 1987 with the title of "Psychology and Educational Technology" and is
currently a retired Associate Professor of educational technology at Tarbiat Modares
University. This book is one of the most important and oldest books in this field and
was published for the first time in 1993 by Samt Publications. This book has been well
received. The proof of this is its 19th edition in 2018. This book is one of the textbooks
in the field of educational sciences, especially in the field of educational technology,
and now, in addition to the printed version of the third edition, its electronic version is
also available on the publishing website of this book.

In addition to the many references of the audience to this book (19 reprints until the
time of writing this article), the publication of this work as a textbook, and also
mentioning that some theories and models related to educational technology were first
published in Iran is presented in this work, the necessity of critical analysis of its
content requires. The analytical-documentary method has been used to review the book
"Theoretical Foundations of Educational Technology"”. The framework governing the
current research can be considered among qualitative methods. For this purpose, an
analytical-documentary method was used. In this method, to achieve the goal of the
research, from the beginning to the end, the study of books and documents related to the
subject is discussed, with the analytical-documentary method in four main axes,
namely, content criticism, translation, design, and finally page layout and appearance is
made.

The book mentioned in terms of fourteen components, has a table of contents, a list
of figures and a list of tables, an introduction, the main content of each chapter, and at
the end of the book, a list of used sources, an English-Persian glossary and a subject
index. The book is printed in Waziri cut, which is the usual cut of textbooks. Regarding
the quality of printing, page layout, typesetting, and binding, the book is free of any
spelling mistakes. The general rules of writing are well respected in this work. In terms
of eloguence and fluidity of the text, it can be given an acceptable score, and also
throughout the book, there are sequential numbers, text marking, indentation of the first
line of each paragraph to guide the audience's eyes, and highlighting of titles and sub-
titles, they are well used.
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Despite the strong points of the book, in terms of its form, criticisms can be
considered. Issues such as the inappropriate design of the book cover, lack of preface,
objectives of each chapter, summary, sources for further study at the end of each
chapter, conclusion, and summary, as well as the existence of gaps between some
figures and diagrams and their explanations, can be considered as shortcomings form of
a book. Among the strengths of the book in terms of content, we can point out the
comprehensiveness of the work, logical order and internal coherence, attention to the
basics of the field of educational technology, attention to reliable sources, and selection
of appropriate words. Among the content deficiencies of the criticized work, we can
point out such things as the omission of some important topics in this field, citation
problems, ambiguity in some of the forms used, the ranking of titles, and the inadequacy
of the level of the book's content with the audience.

In most of the books that have been written in the field of educational technology,
there is a blank space of a work that well presents the theoretical foundation of this field
and a big picture based on which one can see its different subfields and their
relationship with each other. The structure of this book, which is presented based on a
conceptual model proposed by the author, makes its content coherent and creates a
suitable theoretical foundation in the audience's mind. This issue is considered a great
advantage and makes it work like a conceptual map. The mentioned book has strong
points that make it an important specialized source for students and fans of this field,
and in general, it can be said that it has good quality. Among other things, we can
mention its relative comprehensiveness, correct writing and punctuation rules, logical
order and internal coherence, attention to authentic sources, the foundations of the field
in writing content, and appropriate word choices.

Based on the criticism and analysis done in relation to the book “Theoretical
Foundations of Educational Technology”, some suggestions are presented to enrich the
topics of the book:

- For the book to look more like a textbook, it is possible to add a preface, the main
purpose of the work, an introduction to each chapter, the objectives of each chapter, a
conclusion, and some questions to evaluate the audience as a textbook and adding
resources for further study at the end of each chapter.

- Materials related to the discussion of systems, areas affecting educational
technology, updating the definition of the field of educational technology, and concepts
of learning and performance should be presented.

- The citation method should be presented more uniformly.
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- Presenting materials in the field of information and communication technology, as
well as media, methods and new approaches in this field can make the audience of this
field better acquainted, especially undergraduate students.

- Paying more attention to the design of the book cover will have a significant effect
on attracting the audience to this work.
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