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The Analysis of Space-Frame Structure of the Jame’ Mosque of
Ardestan with Separation of its Historical Layers

Ahmad Salehi Kakhki* Shadabeh Azizpour** Afrooz Rahimi Ariayi***
Fatemeh Bank****

Abstract

One of the brilliant periods of Iranian architecture art'is Seljugi period whose evidence
can be found in Isfahan, the political and cultural capital of that time. Ardestan, following
political and religious changes of the capital, was considered as one of the important and
active centers of Isfahan and this matter caused fundamental changes in the space-frame
structure of the central mosque of the city. This building was one of the masterpieces of
Islamic architecture of Iran that experienced dramatic changes in its lifetime. In spite
of the importance of this mosque and the variety of conducted studies, its space-frame
changes have not been clearly specified yet. Therefore, the history of changes in this
mosque and separation of its historical layers are the objectives of this research. The
research methodology is interpretive-historical and documentary as well as comparative
studies constitute the basis of this research. It is worth-mentioning that contemplating
on researchers’ views and generalizing their ideas were done to remove the existent
shortcomings that produced worthy results in separating the historical layers. The
investigations indicate that the oldest architectural element of the mosque’s relics was
some parts of the brick-shaped wall belonging to a building before the original mosque.
According to comparative studies, the mosque has existed since Buid times and its major
changes  happened during Seljugi and Safavid times and, after that, its formal layer
changed. The research’s results decrease many ambiguities regarding the historical layers
of this building, those parts which were ignored until now, to a large extent.

Keywords: Jame’ mosque of Ardestan, historical layers, space and frame, ornaments
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