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The Explanation of the Concept of Integrity in the
Field of Museum Works based on the Determination
of Effective Factors on it

Somayeh Basiri* Rasoul Vatandoust** Mohammadamin Imami*** Hussein Ahmadi****

Abstract

Integrity is one of the fundamental moral and philosophical aspects of conservation
and restoration of cultural heritage. Although this concept has'been discussed too much
throughout the time in different zones of cultural heritage, it has not'still been interpreted
with regard to museums and museums works. However, vagueness of this notion and
diverse applications exacerbate the problems. Therefore, it is important to recognize the
hidden meanings of this concept and the position of “integrity” in historical process of
conservation and then define this concept toward museum art works. This issue itself
demonstrates that it cannot be expected that what is known and explained as components
of Integrity in other parts of cultural heritages could improve the quality of conservation
of museum objects and enhance audience’s understanding of the works. Accordingly, this
article has been done in descriptive-analytical method with the purpose of explaining
Integrity in the field of museum works and recognition of the semantic subdivisions of
this concept. This article is based on the review and analysis of documents, texts and data
in three different areas such as “goals and mission of museums”, “Integrated Conservation
Framework™ and, finally, “definition of Integrity in other parts of cultural heritage”, and
aims at extracting the affecting factors of Integrity. Thus, at the end, with an analysis of the
data that has been.obtained from these three fields and paying attention to their common
denominator, seven affecting factors of Integrity such as “spatial regularity”, “continuity
of meanings”, “intactness”, “vitality”, “authenticity of materials”, “significance and
buffer zone” and “environmental and social dynamics™ are presented in order to achieve
the correct understanding of Integrity. Also, this notion can be explained in the field of
museum works.
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