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A Study of Interactions between Iranian and Chinese Painting
in 12th-14th Centuries

Mansour Hessami”

Abstract

It is said that Persian painting has always been under Chinese influence after first and
second Mongol invasions in thirteenth century (A.D) when Mongol empire was established
in Persia. There is no doubt in the lack of artistic and cultural background of Mongols and
the influence of Chinese on them. We have also heard of the arrival of Chinese artists with
the Mongol governors in Iran but little has been said about how much Chinese art influenced
Persian painting. On the other hand, the taste of Mongol conquerors was gradually formed
or, better saying, corrected by Persian art and culture. There is not much research about
the characteristics of Chinese painting during the Yuan dynasty and the origin of Chinese
elements in Persian painting. Exploring these issues, we try to clarify the image of Mongol
period. We will focus on the bilateral artistic relationship between Iran and China via
looking at some manuscripts of Tabriz School to mention their mutual influence. Among
these samples we can name: The Great Shahnameh, Jame’ al-Tawarikh by Rashidoddin
Fazllollah, Manafe’ al-Haywan by Ibn Bakhtishu, Kellila va Demna and some Chinese
examples from Sung and Yuan periods such as Kaoku Ming, Li Tang, Chaopu Chu, and
some more. Our research shows that Persian art has influenced mutually Chinese art in
this era. The research method in this article is comparative and qualitative based on a
descriptive-analytical view.

Keywords: Persian painting, Chinese painting, Mongol era, 12th-14th centuries (A.D)
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