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A Comparative Study of Epigraphs Early Issues
of Vaghaye’ Etefaghieh and Dolat Ellieh Iran
Newspapers

Elaheh Panjehbashi® Abolghasem Dadvar™

Abstract

Vaghaye’ Etefaghieh and Dolat Ellie Iran are among the maost important newspapers
of Iran in Qajar time. These newspapers had the official epigraph of Iranian government
in that time which shows their importance and official status.Two great artists of Qajar
period, that are Mirza Aligholi Khoui, the popular and prolific artist of that time and Mirza
Abulhasan Khan Ghafari (Sani’ al-MolK) illustrated the epigraphs of Vaghaye’ Etefaghieh
and Dolat Ellie Iran.

By introducing the artists of the two newspapers and the newspapers from visual aspect,
the authors of this article try to demonstrate the visual similarities and differences between
the epigraphs of these newspapers via emphasizing their visual values which is the aim of
this research. What is investigated in this'research is the importance of Qajar newspapers
and the decorations around the official.emblem of the government so that the quality and
delicacies of images and patterns around the.emblem of Lion and Sun have been illustrated
differently. Accordingly, the questions of this research are as following:

How has the harmony in the decorative space around the emblem of Lion and Sun been
designed?

What are the differences and similarities between the epigraphs of Vaghaye’ Etefaghieh
and Dolat Ellie Iran'newspapers?

The research methodology in this article is descriptive-historical and the data of this
research is gathered by using library sources such as written documents and artistic works of
that period. Finally, it is concluded that the epigraphs of the two newspapers were creative
and affected by the incidents of the newspapers. Moreover, the works of Mirza Aligholi
Khoui are popular whereas Sani’ al-Molk’s works are official and courtly.

Keywords: epigraph of Vaghaye’ Etefaghieh newspaper, epigraph of Dolat, Ellie Iran
newspaper, lithography.
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