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Motifs Used in the Art of Sistan and Baluchestan

(Case Study: Ceramics, Hand-woven, Roudouzi and Jewelry)

Anahita Moghbeli* Fatima Sheraliyan**

Abstract

Sistan and Balouchestan is located in the southeast of Iran and consists of two regions;
Sistan and Balouchestan. The ornamentas and decorations in these regions have various
shapes and features, the most significant of them are the potteries discovered in the ancient
hills, carpets, needleworks and other splendid accessories and ornaments. Various factors
have led to the formation of color and form of ornaments and accessories in these regions,
the most important of them have been natural, historical and environmental factors. In their
ornamentation, the artists of this region have artistically and skillfully observed the visual
characteristics in their work. The present researchers have tried to study the repetitive contexts
and motifs in four handicraft fields as practiced. The goal of this paper is to perform an
analytical, comparative and compatible study based on the information collected through
literature review and field observations on the repetitive elements from ancient times to the
present. The questions that are developed are as follows: What similarities could be found
between the figures used in handicrafts (pottery, hand-woven items, ornamental sweeps
and ornaments/accessories) from the ancient times to the present era in the two regions of
Sistan and Balouchestan? What type of relationship exists between the figures and natural
environment of the two regions? What kind of relationship exists between the figures and
beliefs of people in the two regions? The main factor in selecting the four fields has been
the proximity of the motifs and repeated elements among them.The authors have tried to
select the figures which are rooted in the culture and beliefs of the people of mentioned
region, and also with slight changes have the highest application for ornamentation in
the four artistic fields. In the present paper, repetitive motifs in the four artistic fields are
divided in four groups based on the proper variables and several motifs in each group
have been analyzed based on the apparent similarities between the geometrical, animal
and floral figures. Motifs of figures are lozenge, snake, fish and tree of life. Ultimately, it
is determined that how some of the motifs have taken the evolution path since the ancient
times to the present era to indicate the intention and purpose of the artists by considering
their implementing in any of the four handicrafts.
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