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Highlights

— The favorable situation of Tabriz Historic Bazaar was revealed in terms of resilience, contextualism and spatial
capabilities.

— The relationship between contextual components and spatial capabilities with spatial resilience was explored.

— The greatest effect of adaptability and climatic context on resilience of Bazaar was revealed.

— Emphasis was discovered on paying attention to both factors of contextualism and spatial capabilities in achieving
resilience.

Extended abstract

Introduction

A new topic in the field of resilience, spatial resilience seeks space dynamism and vitality by preserving identity and
function through focusing on particular features of space which provide an appropriate platform for possibility of vitality
over time while maintaining efficiency and attendance. However, the existence of unused and abandoned spaces in cities
and the importance of concern for the durability of spaces and their role in sustainability are among the leading challenges
in metropolises, which seem to be modifiable and improvable due to their compatibility with the context and possession
of environmental features that lead to the resilience required in addressing disorders. The purpose of the present study,
designed to promote sustainability and urban identity, is to investigate the effects of contextualism and spatial capabilities
on resilience in Tabriz Historic Bazaar.

Theoretical Framework:

Spatial resilience concerns the possibility of different applications, adaptations, and capabilities and even the acceptance
of changes without modification of identity. Therefore, the four components of flexibility, adaptability, variability, and
reactivity were evaluated in a case study as spatial capabilities affecting the survival of spaces through analysis of the
key concepts in different areas of resilience studies. On the other hand, the significance of the context in the discussion of
spatial resilience can be considered for assessment of the success of spaces in achievement of the resilience required by the
degree of their contextualism. The four physical, historical, cultural, and climatic components were examined in the case
study as important contextual components affecting the survival of spaces. In other words, the effects of contextualism
and spatial capability on spatial resilience were investigated through assessment of the relevant relationships.

Methodology:
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This applied descriptive-analytical research was based on the analysis of questionnaires through a correlation strategy.
The contextual variables and spatial capabilities were assessed as independent variables, and spatial resilience was
examined as a dependent variable. To specify the sample size using Cochran’s formula, 357 clients at Tabriz Historic
Bazaar were selected to constitute the sample. For assessment of the reliability of the questionnaire, Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient was calculated as 0.899, which indicated the reliability of the research instrument. To analyze the data, the
independent t-test was used to assess the current conditions, and correlation and regression tests were performed to
examine the synchronous relationships between the variables.

Results and Discussion:

The findings of the data analysis demonstrated that Tabriz Historic Bazaar was in favorable conditions in terms of
resilience, contextualism, and spatial capabilities, and there were significant relationships between space resilience and
the contextual components )physical, historical, cultural, and environmental-climatic) and spatial capabilities (flexibility,
adaptability, variability, and reactivity) with coefficients of 0.773 and 0.834, respectively. There was also a significant
relationship between contextualism and spatial capabilities with a coefficient of 0.767. The greatest impact on the
resiliency of the bazaar space was associated among the four spatial capabilities to the adaptability and reactivity of
the space with beta coefficients of 0.365 and 0.351, respectively, and among the four components of contextualism to
the climatic and historical contexts with beta coefficients of 0.378 and 0.212, respectively. However, the lowest score
was associated with the adaptability and climatic context of the space, and the highest with its flexibility and historical
context. This indicated, on the one hand, that the capability of adapting to changes and new conditions and of adopting
spontaneous response strategies against changes was most effective on the continuity of the space activity. On the other
hand, adaptation to climatic conditions and environmental comfort and to native species and collective memories played
a major role in maintenance of the space vitality over a long period of time. Given that previous research has emphasized
the high degree of resilience due to the characteristics and capabilities of the environment, the present study was focused
on concern for both contextual factors and spatial capabilities that are effective in the achievement of resilience and
reduction of vulnerability to change. This was considered as the innovative aspect of the research.

Furthermore, the findings indicated that all the four contextual components had the appropriate spatial characteristics
required to continue the activity due to the significant relationship between contextualism and spatial capabilities.
However, the cultural and climatic contexts were in favorable conditions in terms of spatial capabilities.

Conclusion:

The results demonstrated that Tabriz Historic Bazaar was influenced more by spatial capabilities than by contextual
components in terms of resilience. That is, contextual components must be taken into account in addition to spatial
capabilities to enhance resilience. Emphasis on both features will be effective in reduction of vulnerability and
enhancement of resilience, and achievement of resilience requires the alignment of space with the context, where the
ability to cope with disorders is realized as the capability of the space is raised through its inherent potentials.
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