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Abstract

In Islamic thought, imagination has a special importance and place in artistic creation. The
nature of imagination has created such opportunity to realize this fact the each spiritual affair
to be imagined should occur partially and tangibly in imagination. In fact, the imagination is
the interface between meaning and material and its images, on one hand, are similar to the
matter and on the other hand, are separated from the body and spirit. With regards to such
nature and capability of this power, using the imagination in the creation of valuable art and
architecture is highly effective. The artist, like all other human beings, enjoys all aspects of
perception, but uses his imaginative perception in artistic creation more than others. The artist
expresses his mental concept, within the words or images or changes them into the sound, or
makes it with brick and stone. In all of these creations, what the sacred artist creates in his
mind is free of sense and the physical world. Even, when he recreates the nature in his works,
it is not the same as nature, but his imagination and creativity power are reflected in his work.
What is formed in the artist’s mind is partial with an image and hence is in the imaginative
perception area. For this reason, what is created by artist is fully dependent on his imaginative
power.

Like other arts, meaning in Islamic architecture is a fundamental and necessary concept which
visualizes an imagination of the meaning world in a matter world by physical and non-physical
factors. But, despite the critical role of meaning, current studies have not discussed such issue.
In fact, the architect perceives the real world, but in his creation, he does not only imitate,
but tries to manifest that fact. Hence, he starts recognition from the matter, but the more he
progress, he makes his recognition deeper, separates from the mater and achieves the concepts
and rationales. This process occurs in imagination world which is separated from the real
world and the wisdom world perception is attained.

The present study aims at explaining the imagination position as the interface for manifestation
of meanings in architecture design and its role in architecture design process. In this research,
the background related to the imagination in Islamic thought in areas of imagination world and
its steps, imaginative perception and sacred art and creation are investigated. By descriptive
— analytic method focusing on the rational inference and reasoning, this study deals with the
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data and collected materials.

To start the design from meaning area, it is necessary to take areas of meaning into account.
Meaning area in architecture is the same as the mental concepts of designers which is related to the
culture, innate feelings and values of designer. Therefore, starting the design from the architectural
qualities like life and presence in space paves the way to achieve the ideas with meaning substance.
Trend of meaning manifestation in architectural works (architectural space and form) is made
with the help of imagination. Accordingly, each concept or meaning should initially takes and
imaginative aspect to become evident in the real and tangible world. Meaning comes from the
designer’s entity and the imaginative images of meaning are manifested in architectural space and
form. Enjoying the meaning movement is design process is: paying attention and achieving the
concepts and meanings (meaning), transforming these meanings into the intellectual images and
ideas creation (imagination), recreation of these images in tan bilge world while conforming with
both the imagination world and limitations of tangible world (architecture work). Movement of the
meaning of the tangible is understood by artist and movement of the tangible to meaning by the
audience. For this reason, artist and audience, communicate through affecting each other.

Keywords: Meaning, Imagination, Imagination world, Creation, Architectural Design.
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