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POST-MODERN,1870-1914, John Watkins
Chapman, Rudolf Pannwitz

Post-Industrialism, 1914-22, Arthur )
Penty

Postmodernismo, 1934, Federico de
Onis

Post-modernism, 1945, Bernard Smith

Post-modern house, 1945, Joseph
Hudnut

Post-Modern Age, 1939/1946, Arnold
Toynbee

Postmodern Poets, 1946, Randall
Jarrell

Post- Historic Man, 1950, Roderick
Seidenberg

Post-Modern sciences, 1954, Arnold
Toynbee

Postmodernism, 1954, Charles Olson

Postmodern Fiction as Decline, 1959,
Irving Howe, 1960 Harry Levin

Post-capitalism, 1959, Ralf Dahrendorf

(1) 1950-80 PM DEFINED POSITIVELY
AS COUNTER CULTURE, DOUBLE CODING,
‘POSTS’, PLURALISM AND DECREATION

Postbourrgeois, 1963, George
Lichtheim

Postmodernist Worldly Witers, 1963,
William van o’connor

Post-Civilisation, 1964, Kenneth
Boulding

Post-Scarrcity economy, 1966

Post-Modern religion, 1968, John Cobb

Post-humanist anti-elitism, 1965 Lesli
Fielder

Post-modern Period, 1968, Amitai
Etzioni

poststructuralism, 1969, Jacques
Derrida

Post-collectivist Politics, 1969, Sam
Beer

Post-liberal era, 1969, Sir Geoffrey
Vickers

Post-Christian, 1970, Lewis Feuer

Post-traditional societies, 1970, SN
Eisenstadt

Post-economic man, 1970,
Herman Kahn

Post-tribal societies, 1971, Eric
Hobsbawn

POSTmodernISM/mystical silence,
1971/1975, lhab Hassan

Postmodern American Poetry,
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Postmoderrn literature, 1972,
William Spanos

Post-Marxism, 1973, Daniel Bell

Postmodern American
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post industrial Society, 1973,
Daniel Bell

Post-Modern Architecture, 1975,
Charles Jencks

Post-modern dance, 1975, Michael
Kirby

Post-Modern science, 1976,
Fredrick Ferre/Stephen Toulmin

Postmodernismus, 1977, Michael
Kohler/Jurgen Peper

Post-materrialism, 1977

Deconstructive Postmodernism,
1979

La Condition Postmodern, 1979,
Jean-Frrancois Lyotard

Postmodern fiction as
replenishment, 1980, John Barth

(111)1980+PM CONDITION ATTACKED,
PM CULTURE ANTHOLOGISED, PM
GLOBAL MORALITY DEFINED

Postminimalism, 1979

Post-Performance art, 1980s

post-Moderrnity Destroys
Meaning, 1981, Jean Baudrillard

Postmodern sublime, 1982, Jean-
Francois Lyotard

Post-National Economics, 1983

Postmodern Pluralism, 1983,
Matei Calinescu Postmodern
irony & enjoyment, 1983,
Umberto Eco

Postmodernism , The Cultural
Logic of Late- Capitalism 1984,
Frredric Jameson

Post-Fordism, 1984

Post-Feminism, 1984

Postmodern weltanschauung,
1984, Hans Berrtens

Postmodern culture, 1984, Hal
Foster

Po-Mo, 1985, Pejorative Phrase
inuse

Post-Logical Positivism, 1985,
Marry Hesse

Post-Modern Aura, 1985,
Charrles Newman

Constructive Postmodernism,
1986, David Ray Griffin

Postmodern excremental
culture, 1986, Kroker/Cook

Postmodern Politics, 1986, J
Arac

Post-Darwinism, 1987

Postmodern society, 1987, Scott
Lash, Anthony Giddens

Postmodern poetics, 1988,
Linda Hutcheon

Postmodern geography, 1988,
Edward Soja

The Condition of
Postmoderrnity, 1989, David
Harvey

Post -Cold War, 1989

Post —history, 1990, Francis
Fukuyama

Ecological postmodernism,
1989, Charles Birch/Charlene
Spretnak

Postmodern global ethic, 1991,
Hans Kung

Post-Modern agenda, 1992,
Charrles Jencks

Postmodern Ethics & Morality,
1992-3, Zygmunt Bauman
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Abstract:
Many scholars and critics agree that it is very difficult to express and define Mohammad Kazem Hassanvand
postmodernism, due to the existence of a patchwork of different views and Associate Prof, Department of
opinions. This study aims to identify the origin of postmodernism and its Painting, Faculty of Art & Archi-
manifestationinthevisualarts. tecture
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Universally known as a form of cultural authority, postmodernism is be- :
ran, Iran.
yond style or artistic movement. It is a hybrid and contradictory art on one

hand, and opposes modernism on the other. It has the word behind it. But Emailymkh@modares.ac.ir

while anti-modernism exist, postmodernism can get rid of the deadlock on
the choice and move forward .Perhaps postmodernism is a type of evolu-
tionary modernism. Or itis a need of human societies today while modern-
ism has lost its function at this point of time. Postmodernism is modernin
nature, since, like modernism itself, which has already protested against
thetradition beforeitself, it objectsto modernism.

The early stages of theoretical and controversial discussions on visual arts
in the 1960s and 1970s were called “postmodernity.” During this period,
thinkers and theorists, after many academic debates, were able to con-
vince many that modernism was captured byits hard laws and needed help
togetridofthissituation.

The peak of postmodern art, especially in the field of visual arts in the

1980s, created a major transformation that continues to grow. Its origins
are especially rooted in the theoretical and philosophical ambient of France and then other European countries such as
Germany, England and ltaly.

Various eventsinthe political, social, cultural and artistic fields contributed to the creation of postmodernism. In fact, post-
modernism is a response to the degeneration and exhaustion of transcendental modernism. Even the late modernism
could not save it from the abyss of extinction. Postmodernism is highly skeptical, eclectic, and complex. It can be called
transparenttrans-modernism ortranscendental modernism.

The opposition of the advocates of modernism with postmodernism seems to be unnecessary, because as we deal with
many styles, movements and vocabularies throughout history, postmodernism can be considered a historical and com-
monplacetermthataddressesvariousissuesand aspects, acceptedintodaysociety, domination and authority.

The nullity of modernism in concept and content of its harsh and principled frameworks on form, style and manner of pre-
sentation, as well as excessive emphasis on elitism, was the result of the distortion of artin the society. Therefore, naturally
theartists returnedtothe portrayal of the human figure and the expression of the content.

Thefigurative art was born in response to abstraction and brought about the reunion of art and society. Perhaps, if the mod-
ernist theorists and artists had not acted radically, postmodernism would have never arisen. Postmodernism emerged to
preventthe radicalization of modernism andthus, shouldn’t sufferthe same problem.

That sort of postmodernism that seeks to overcome the problems and deficiencies of modernism, is considered positive
and worthwhile, and can helpits growth, especially in art. But extreme postmodernism, which even tries toignore the prin-
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ciples of aesthetics as an integral part of art, is considered to be negative and needs to be reformed. In the event of the
continuity of extremism and the failure to observe the basic principles and aesthetics, postmodernists will suffer the same
problem of the modernists and will inevitably face post-post-modernism. Postmodernism has become a universal cultural
world of shadow, desperation, orunwillingness. We are now livingina postmodern world.

From the point of view of art history, modern art in Europe and the United States is merely a formidational evolution of the
pop, minimalist and conceptual art and is in fact a new and growing blend of artistic styles previously introduced. In fact,
modern and contemporary art of the West should be the heritage of the carnal culture of pop art, the method of presenta-
tion and materials used in minimalist art, and, finally, the aesthetic dimensions and the discovery of the artistic background
in objects, which emergedin conceptual art.

Postmodernism in visual arts, in addition to the use various modernist and classical styles, also makes use of other medias,
such as photography, sculpture, theater, video and computer. It is highly eclectic, and in addition to the aforementioned me-
diums, ittechnically utilizes a variety of materials and sometimes antagonismsin the presentation of the work.

One of the features and solutions of postmodernism in art, especially the visual arts; is appropriation, discourse, spatial
characteristics, accumulation, durability, instability and bonding. In this article, the terminology, historical background, ori-
gin, theoretical discussion of this term have been addressed e through employing historicaland descriptive methods.

Keywords: Postmodern, Visual arts, Pluralism, Europe, United States
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