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Abstract

Historical sources point to Hamedan/Hegmataneh as a city in the Median,
Achaemenid, Seleucid, and early Parthian periods, but after more than
a century of archaeological excavations in this city, except some un-
suit Achaemenid columns, has not yet been found reliable evidence of
this period (Median - early Parthian periods). It seems that the focus of
Hamedan archeology studies on t Tepe Hagmataneh and without attention
to its outer areas is one of the most important reasons for no detection of
any reliable evidence from this city. In fact, the Hegmataneh has taken over
almost all archaeological activities of Hamedan for more than a century,
and the results have been generalized to the whole city. Therefore, this
article first introduces and analyzes the results of the excavation site of
the “Meydan”, which is located outside the present-day Tepe Hagmataneh,
and then the settlement status of Hamadan in the Median to the beginning
of the Parthian period has been investigated and analyzed. Excavation of
the Meydan started in the autumn and winter of 2016 and another season
in the summer of 2017 because of some urban construction operations in
the center of Imam Khomeini Square. Three levels are identified on this
site. According to the comparative chronology, which has been done by
emphasizing the comparison of objects like kind of pottery, levels II and
IIT of this site are related to the Median and early Parthian periods. The
discovery of peculiar types of ceramics from the Median, Achaemenid,
Seleucid, and early Parthian periods in levels Il and III, along with some
architectural structures such as broken walls or pits, indicates this site
has been used as a residential area. The detection of the in-suit layers and
significant cultural findings in this site, verifiably confirms the existence of
Hamedan has been residential in the Median, Achaemenid, Seleucid, and
early Parthian periods.

Keywords: Archeology of Hamedan, Median Period, Achaemenid,
Seleucid, Parthian.
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Introduction

The history resources give information about Hamedan/Hegmataneh in the
pre-Parthian period. Archeological excavations in this city began in 1896
to discover evidence from this age, but except some un-suit Achaemenid
columns, that are no reliable works and evidence of the existence of
settlements in the period in question. Reference not found. According to
the same sources, archacological activities began in this city in 1896 to
discover evidence from this era, but except for the identification of limited
evidence of the remains of Achaemenid columns, almost no reliable traces
of the existence of the settlement in the mentioned period have been found.
It seems that one of the main reasons for not finding evidence of the Median,
Achaemenid, and even Seleucid eras in scientific archaeological activity in
Hamedan is; The focus of these studies is on today’s “Tepe Hegmataneh”
or the former “Sar-Ghala”. The Hegmataneh site has been responsible
for almost all the archaeological activities of Hamadan for more than a

century, and the results have been generalized to the entire city.

Excavation the Meydan:

In February 2016 during a construction operation in the center of Imam
Khomeini Square a circular space with a diameter of about 25 meters and
a depth of -210 centimeters was dug. Archaeological excavations were
prepared (Fig. 2). Studies of the layers and cultural materials in Meydan;
introduces 3 cultural periods; Meydan I; which is the highest floor of the
enclosure, represents the Islamic era, the second floor that is introduced
Meydan II represents the Achaemenid era until the beginning of the
Parthian period, and the third floor or Meydan III represents the lowest
floor representing the Median and Achaemenid period (Fig. 4).

Meydan II (Achaemenid to early Parthian period)

Period II was below Period I. This period is divided into two IIA and
IIB layers. Architectural structures weren’t discovered in this layers. The
accumulation of IIB was formed directly on a natural alluvial layer with
a thickness of 15 cm. There was almost no difference in the accumulation
structure of IIA and IIB. The division between IIA and IIB is only due to
the change in pottery culture and the arrival of finely carved ware from the
upper levels of layer 1IB and its dominance within layer IIA. In addition,
within layer 1IB, limited fragments of Grayware and stone vessels were
found, which were not found within the upper layer (IIA). No evidence of
architectural structures was found from within the IIB layer either (Fig. 4).

Archive of SID.ir



Archive of SID.ir

N\
?’jg&'y/‘o’uﬁ Vol. 12, No. 35, Winter 2023
/

Many 570 pieces of pottery from layer IIA were studied, which are
divided into four groups; Buffware, Brownish-Buffware, Painted ware, and
Kitchenware. Fine patterned pottery was obtained only from within this
layer. Motifs include repeated birds, geometric, horizontal, and vertical
designs, hanging beams, or a combination of all of them in black, dark red,
or brown colors. The shapes of the containers of this layer can be divided
into three general groups: bowls, plates, and jars. Dishes known as fish
plates are one of the common forms in this group (Fig. 5:11-14). Among
the common forms of this type, we can mention bowls with a concave rim
that is slightly prominent at the bottom (Fig. 5: 10 and 09) and bowls with
a crooked edge (Fig. 5: 18 and 17). Jugs are less diverse than bowls. The
most common type among these forms are jars with short, narrow necks
and rounded edges turned outwards (Fig. 5: 20 and 16). In addition to the
pottery, some milky, gray, or black limestone wares were also discovered
in this layer. Among these stones, is a black limestone that like to the shape
of a duck’s head (Fig. 7: 44).

Meydan III (Median and Achaemenid periods)

This period included a layer with an average thickness of 20 to 40 cm at
a depth of -380 cm. In this period, except for seven pits (Fe 3003-3009),
fragment of a stone wall (feature 3002) and a part of a mud floor (Fe 3001)
were found.

From within this period, 1612 potteries were studied. The Ceramics
are divided into four groups; Buffware, Brownish-Buffware, Grayware
and kitchen ware. Mica particles have been consciously used in the paste
of kitchen ware. In this period, bowls with vertical handles horn-shaped
appendages (Fig. 9: 60 and 59), S-shaped bowls (Fig. 9: 49-51 and 47-
46), bowls with horizontal handles (Fig. 9: 49,52), and bowls with rims
Thickened (Fig. 9: 52) is common. Small jars with triangular edges are the
most common form of period III (Fig. 10: 61-68).

Conclusion

Based on comparative chronology, Meydan II and III belong from the
Median to the early Parthian period. The discovery of peculiar types of
ware from the Median, Achaemenid, Seleucid, and early Parthian periods
in the II and III periods of the “Meydan”, along with some architectural
structures such as broken walls or pits, indicates the settlement of this site. It
seems that the “Meydan” was used as a part of the residential context of the
Hamedan/Hegmataneh during this period. the “Meydan” was abandoned
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at the beginning of the Parthian period until the 3rd and 4th centuries, or
it became the edge of sites such as Hegmataneh and Jame Mosque, which

are located near this site.
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Fig. 1. The location of the field enclosure in
relation to the explored areas inside Hamedan
city (Shabani, 2017: 22).
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Fig. 2. Above: the excavated circular space
in the center of the square; Bottom: the
condition of the excavation trench (Shabani,
2017: 27).
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Fig. 3. Above: excavating the site during
construction operations; Bottom: The state of
layers under the structures of the late Islamic
period (Shabani, 2017: 71).
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Fig. 5. Samples of level IIA potteries from the
Meydan (Shabani, 2017: 94).

Ml L baawls sa)ls (gpiion £95 bawls py8 .(VA-Y) 15 1osal) Lss o0
Kt S8 5 <55 (S L olyad 42855 gy 0 slaad Logas ciliss
) A zoly a¥ 130 a0 AL L oleawlS (MV-YF5 15 guai)
Byl d e as a8l glaarwd b ladwlS jl oga e dadad ais (YY VY 28
AY 0 o LaojgS py 8 )0 (YF 9 VO 15 pguad) ol ol dis L el
¥ ol o LoojsS ol slopyd 51 (Se 05 o 020 (S gl SBsS
do 4 ol 48y gy 4o JS e ghio L slaa L S8 (laeysS
zloy ML dib ;3 059 pyd ol L(YA=Yo 15 1ogunl) ditnd dicwd 181 oLy JLoxs|
Lo ojoS 51 (goland .09 oo 0400 dgdire Hhwo JSibds 30 ITA &Y )5 ¢ acaly

(YY1 yga) 5yl S gyaus (slagayl

¥ ) \ T T T

ddogime IIB diub (s Jliw diges .5 pigea

€M IS (Gl ol
Fig. 6. Samples of level I1IB potteries from the
Meydan (Shabani, 2017: 110).
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Fig. 7. Stone vessels and objects level IIB

from the Meydan (Shabani, 2017: 118).
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Fig. 8. Above: the remains of a wall (Fe 3002)
and below: the remains of a mud floor next
to the stacked stone slabs (Fe 3001) from the
level III (Shabani, 2017: 122).
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Fig. 9. Samples of level III bowls from the
Meydan (Shabani, 2017: 143).
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Fig. 10. Samples of level III jars and pots

from the Meydan (Shabani, 2017: 145).
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from the Meydan (Shabani, 2017: 164).
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Fig. 15. Small Jar burial B7 and remnants of
the tiny human skeleton inside it (Shabani,
2017: 196).
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