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Abstract
Recognizing the primary nature and verifying the attribution of religious
1. MLA. Conservation and Restoration of tombs in Iran is a challenging issue because, in many of them, there is
cultural- historical objects, Department of no reliable evidence that can accurately determine the nature of the tomb,
Conservation and Archacometry Faculty . . . . . i .
of Cultural Materials Conservation, Tabriz in other words, the building is attributed to either name of a historical
Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran. : : ; : : :
2, Asseiate Professor, Department of Personahty (mistakenly) or is den.omlnated by the.name of the ‘c1ty Wl‘nch
Conservation and Archaeometry Faculty is placed. Among them, can mention the tomb attributed to Sheikh Haidar
of Cultural Materials Conservation, . . . . .
Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran in Meshkinshahr, Ardabil province, which was known as the tomb of
(Corresponding Author). Sheikh Haidar, but today, referring to historical documents and books,
Email: m.razani@tabriziau.ac.i o o .
3,",;‘;’sigﬁ,ﬁg}gsirrgfg‘aft‘;‘gm of it’s been more than a century that the attribution of this tomb has been
Archaeology, Faculty of Cultural Materials considered suspicious. The purpose of this research is a historical and
Conservation, Tabriz Islamic Art University, . . . . . . .
Tabriz, Iran. stylistic inspection with a historical evolution approach to finding the

o . ) originality, history, type of structure, used materials, date of restoration,
Citations: Nemani Khiyavi, L.; Razani, M. &

Haydari Babakamal, Y., (2023), “The Study of ~and reconstruction. In the present study, which is analytical, descriptive,
Tomb Tower Attributed to Shaikh Haydar from
Meshkin Shahr. Iran (Architecture, Decorations ) ]
And Historical Attribution)”. Pazhoheshha-ye ~founders of the building and its attribution in various historical sources,
Bastan Shenasi Iran, 12 (35): 305-340. (doi: . . . . .. .
10.22084/nb 202225189 2411). Also doing comparative studies with similar works in Iran and abroad, the
Homepage of this Article: https:/nbsh.basu.  Construction date of the monument is been estimated. Studies prove that
ac.ir/article_5066.html?lang=en g . . .
the building dates back to the Ilkhanid period and beyond; Reading the
inscription of the building and also the date of Sheikh Haidar’s death do

not correspond to each other, so it seems that the hypothesis is that Sheikh

and based on field and library, in addition to determining the identity of the

PAZHOHESH-HA-YE BASTANSHENASI IRAN
Archaeological Researches of Iran Haidar’s body was buried in this building for some time until finally
Journal of Department of Archacology, Faculty of Art and . .

Architecture, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan, Iran. another part of the body was transferred from Tabasaran village of Russia

) . — : to present-day Iran. And in general, it will be buried in the collection of
Publisher: Bu-Ali Sina University. All rights . . o .
reserved. Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili, it will be strengthened.
€9 Copyright©2022, The Authors. This open- Keywords: Tomb Tower, Meshkin Shahr, Safavid Era, Shaikh Haydar,

access article is published under the terms of . .
the Creative Commons. Architectural Decorations.

Archive of SID.ir



Archive of SID.ir

/
N
Nemani Khiavi, et al; The Study of Tomb Tower Attributed t C/Lf% [
emanit iavi, et al.; The Study of Tom ower Attributed to... l/lu d "/
L. . .‘.
\

Introduction
Reviewing the history of different nations has shown the change in human
goals and skills, and all of this can be found in architecture (Pope, 2008: 52),
besides that, different religions use the art for expansion and sustainability.
(Wilber, 2013: 27), Tombs of prominent personalities are one of its
appearances, which have always had a high place in religions and burial
traditions of different regions of Iran and neighboring regions. Beforehand
of Islam, based on archeological evidence, there were burials in different
types, such as the use of rock tombs (Raghi, 2013: 82), and various burial
methods based on the diversity of beliefs. Although the presence of stone
or brick tombs on the graves of kings and great personalities has been
reported in the pre-Islam era However, specific tower-shaped or square
tombs became common in the Islamic period, especially from the Seljuk
period onwards. Azarbaijan region in the northwest of Iran has played an
important role in the development of tower tombs. Its origin lies in the
rule of the Mughal patriarchs and this government’s interest in sheikhs and
Sufis considering the spread of Sufism in this region, especially Ardabil
province, the reason for the number of tomb towers in this region is clearly
evident. The tomb of Sheikh Haider, located in the old city cemetery place,
is one of these tower tombs, which has different and sometimes conflicting
opinions regarding the date of its construction. The only relatively accurate
information about the history of the tower-mausoleum comes from reading
the inscription and the date engraved on the traces of the headstone tiles by
Abdullah Quchani; The construction date of the building according to the
remains of the inscriptions on the mosaic tiles on the plaster of the entrance
door is “«731) 7 «alerrw 5 3595 5 saa) AH) (Hosseini, 2007: 64 and 65).

Although the construction date of the building was around the middle
of the 8th century A.H., however, it seems that additions and architectural
decorations related to the post-patriarchal period were also added to it.
Based on this, the main challenge is to put all this information together
and observe a historical course so that the origin of these doubts may be
determined and there will be a decisive answer to all the questions. Another
important issue is the study of architectural features, decorations, and
materials used in addition to comparative studies with similar examples in
order to provide a more accurate relative chronology of construction.

Research questions: 1- How do the existing historical, archeological,
and architectural evidence help to solve the ambiguities of the chronology
of the tomb attributed to Sheikh Haider?

2- What is the architectural style used in the tomb tower attributed
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to Sheikh Haider based on the study of architectural characteristics and
related architectural decorations?

Main Text

From the historical and comparative studies carried out on the building
of Sheikh Haider, it is important that in the 6th to 8th centuries A.H., the
pattern of the tower of the tombs in the northwestern region of Iran and
Azarbaijan was similar and in the map of the building, Materials and
architectural decoration are very similar. The domes used in these buildings
are flat, metal, or brick, double-layered, single-layered, or conical. They
are often circling on the outside and regular polygon on the inside and
are built with stone foundations and brick walls. Implementation of the
tile method is widely used and is carried out alongside the brick. The use
of brick is more essential than other materials. The building’s kufi lines,
the use of holy names in decorations, and the inscription around the head
are common characteristics of this building. Therefore, it can be said that
Sheikh Haider’s monument is the same age as the studied building in the
sixth to eighth centuries A.H in the Azarbaijan region, which has similar
structural and decorative features. This article is a comparative study
of examples similar to Sheikh Haider’s tomb tower in the northwestern
region of Iran and neighboring regions in the period from the 6th to the
9th century AH. Another case was the uncertainty about the attribution of
the building and its connection with Sheikh Haider Safavi, which was the
discovery of a yellow-gray tombstone measuring 110 x 26 cm belonging to
Sheikh Haider Safavi with the date of war (1388 AD, 1387 AD, and 1483
AD)., was killed (9 July 2008 AD) which were discovered in a search of
the village of Tinit in Tabasaran, cleared the ambiguities.

Conclusion

Study of the building of Sheikh Haider, which has been known for many
years due to the short-term burial of some parts of the body of Sheikh Haider
Safavid, and the comparison with similar examples, revealed that there is a
connection between the forms of the building, Sheikh Haider’s command to
uniform the clothes of Qizilbash soldiers. Regular 12-sided, having a gold
dome and Quranic verse of Fath tiling in the body). Other studies showed
that the building was built during the time of the Ilkhans and rebuilt by
the same government. Comparison with other similar buildings also shows
the influence of the Sufism school in Azarbaijan and Nakhchivan region
in the 8th and 9th centuries A.H. and the roundness of the outside and the
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inside of the polygon, the emphasis on greater height, the presence of the
use of brick materials and brick hoods. Glazed (combination brick and
tile with calligraphy method “magqali”) for the purpose of writing masonry
inscriptions with the words of Allah (emphasis on the concepts of Sufism)
next to the mosaic inscriptions in the front or entrance facade, is one of
their common characteristics. The two-part structure (the basement and the
dome space) was first observed in the Seljuk samples and then modeled
in the Ilkhanid period. The eastern or northern entrance with a Moqrans
facade, mosaic tiles, materials used in the foundation and dadoes, brick
in the body, the presence of raised entrance, all kinds of inscriptions and
geometric motifs are characteristic of Seljuk and Ilkhanid buildings.
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Fig 3. Documentary images of Sheikh
Haider’s building The last century: the
western side of Sheikh Haider’s building in
1305 (Pope, 1387: 343): The western side of
Sheikh Haider’s building in 1363 (Wilber,
1969: 175); the western side Sheikh Haider
building (Fateme-Panah, 1400).
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Fig 4. facade, cross-section and plan of the
tomb of Sheikh Haider Meshkin Shahr (Haji
Ghasemi et al., 2009: 68).
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Fig 5. The Building and plan of the tomb of

Zainal Beyk (Blair & Bloom, 2005: 66).
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Fig 6. Interior view of Sheikh Haider tomb
tower and openings used in the body of the
tower (Authors, 1400).

FR St yoba> Foasls 43 D guid 0p807 52 Sy g Tl
s ol sl susoslamul a5y )o ol 5ls ()d Sicw 3l yaus fu byudio )0
sl 0015 oyude 4o |y (g3 ddupanio bods (glone laall L eSSy yo
L )0 eS8 csp S c )l i d 5 (a5 Loyl
sloazs sloul  ley 8ygd SO o Laaglyl ol as S1.(V JSCi) el asdy)Sa
L shol a5 555 )8l janseis g 53 Ln dalllae Jlo ol L

AJ‘OJ._wé.S'a )_»;o

Archive of SID.ir



Archive of SID.ir

V¥o \uM) H:,‘s: 8y95 ¢ O b)LM @ /,u t" &

Tr B s & sl
S8 il B
— )?l L;Ubd.il)‘ — <
SRS — i1
Os 9 3 5L S o)lil = o
H S gl 2"
%
bhojoxiy 9 pdpw pijie &
%y
By JISs g5 a8 H
H S8 sl
lg3 g oy ¢ eI ,
J99 TS 6 )2 e ey byiog Wiy (L5 sle Y S
4 (Yoo ‘OL?.\J)&) )»M
l‘“°)’~‘3‘f‘.~ 9 29 590 LS)*"‘)"" EWg B Fig 7. General view of the decorations of the
mausoleum tower Sheikh Haider (Authors,
1400).
T seaslyl g mlas

£ 05 y21el g 09 Jgeme 0ol )3 .32 0 0,351 2 TL L 1555 5 () S2] yio
835400 )3 4S Jaro Lo (VY IYFD (pulig) old dalol 0gd |G 4. 3.
ol sy (55l JLoods w3, o cansSn .3 Y05 s 55Y claJlus
b ) 4SS ol Azl w0 )l coles jip g Simyd sl luloly 4 a8
3599 gl gy sl (sloaul)T (g)lans yo HLLLT a8 0l 5 s
ATV ¢SS ol g araSiin AYVE aug)S g g3l YA (oo 5  Slaci)
o oyl dais a8 09 0 0000 (slopie slals jo Laasl)l ool 1581 aST > <(SA
oy b (Voo WYY () e g Sl ) ol LB gl o)ley St 3y yalio yo
52 e pllas plo s 2T Ale o Gl gt sl ()5 Sl
a0 508 721 L Jlows ity ol 51 ,5Wb g 0350 (Bl S 51 40 VY li)l b 4l
4 2w 2l b L llas sl oatiosls )8 (g5luys 55y y2 SG sl
555 iS5 £l b b (sl Lol s sadand Lo yro 5l £xYoxto olal
A2 o 9 M 35S Jool po e el 48,5 (L8BTL 58l 50 (ol
s3] oS OMAYSD ulig) cowl dsdy Sy S poye sla ol (o lacs
rasep slalo wliel) ol bt (SSplo (npe b BEL caSy o 2l
Olie & ()8 uiyie ) 05294 5 B )0 2T 5l el 03, sl 55
O olete , 8505 cond 5 (63956 555y ;o S5y el odiis o oolaswl 1Sy

(A JSs) ol & pun

Archive of SID.ir



Archive of SID.ir

N\
U{féﬁ [ a5 slose el Shg e sl olusil o ingh 1] IKed g Sold Slos
L) R19r24 sl g glene (gla g ()l Sl 3 (dmgh 1], Bved 9 (g9l S
L4 . D‘.

/

Sl g Ela agnl oA IS D
(OB 0) y el 5Ly Aoy > (s s
.(Yr¥aq
Fig 8. The brick work pattern and execution
The construction line in the body of Sheikh
Haider’s building (Authors, 2019).
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Fig 9. General view of the building, plan
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(Yousfi et al., 2016: 42).
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Fig 10. General view, plan and decorations
of Bardea Tower (Tavakkoli & Cinmarasl,
2019: 264).
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Fig 11. The Building plan of Sheikh Safiuddin
Ardabili and the drawing of inscription on
tiles and bricks (Magheli) (Hosseini, 1387:
64).

Archive of SID.ir



Archive of SID.ir

N\
CJU’& [ a5 (6 lamo alo S g o ] 3 gy 1] o g (Sobid ot
I, R4 wsrals (slere la SRy (P St (ingly il Bed g (Sl O
L4 . L4

/

2> Gt Byl b S Ly Syidto 2 0l (A2 9B 0l 500 (55|
(Eo b dyiog 1 dygyd Copet] 33l AxSG Lol dgpiie (g)lomo claasl)] yo
JS8) 05,0 21 S 50 A ol slaSilSs gyl allas 5l ool
3paio b Lo g duglio 5 3elS aS ol 50 8 bile § S jl oolaiwl g (Y
Sl bytog o b jolrs slalo yidon aSipl o an g b el jam gy
2o 5y e oz 4 plato el 5l ol cali wloasans o S ||
ol g5 LB ol 510 50 lie sladises
sl )5 jae g dpdiog b dunlio LB (slaopdog 51 (6,50 4o
rtoshS VR0 55 ulalus o dog> 0 polabs 9550 72 2T (I ine

900 S L ol cusy Y Sv A T T . KONRE ) e s s
Bymiog y1 dged Ao (g5 sladmiS sloyl Y oolaln Pl sy o 5l il Jds et A8 cnl s o8

(Eskici et al, 2008: 19) jugords  plac aS 009y lbdis S5 5lg 000 )5 ol dads (VA Y50) (b

Fig 12. The combination of brick and tiles ] Ve T al . ¢ - T
Cawl 0390 woyie oyl slaylesd (YU 15 sl S WE TR
Creating Kufic inscriptions similar to the > SHETSERIRISID RIS S s RO

tomb tower of Sheikh Haider (Eskici et al, 3] » § odcdablal atlolyme diils § aupe BL ol 3y Jolde (63459
2008: 19). Sl B L usyie d92g ol jogdle ool d92g bt dubygb (¢, S Il
Ale (eliie i jledsiy g (o 53 454 llas 9 505 50 (Slojgyd Bypne

Lo (o2l 358 05 5 )3 U Lol oyls colSs juusguis 8pdiog »

Lo (ol Jliws 35 9 dubs g 0,5 <y (o () (B3l g 035 (g

SR ypas Lu OT." 939050 dg>g0 Ja L l.e(; Cowl oo laswl u-?')lﬁ)'ﬁ-..") ($O908

dons o lais Lo Lot sl 00 bais,S A Lo 51 b 48 ol

ly 34> Geads yadiog o 45 ool (5o 5 039 Loy S dab ol wluogas

B3V Ve Ly Voo by Ly oyl )5 cliansyny 51 sy g il ast Lo o (s 51

0400 Cj)') Tro94s Yoo 3.@.5450.)9_3 L;lo.),g)wiiﬁxfu] olﬁfbjuo eSS

olexd L g0y5 ()5 8IS 18 (59) 31 - (551 At gy 51 g sl o o

(O i) VA YD (pulig) 30,850 VYo 350> 4 ulgs o

09 g0 Doz (AS (sled Y USSP
de gosmo dy Blaie (Y FY YAV (g (wlelw
(AF IYYA cag-;”.w y2elad
Fig 13. General view of Mirkhatun tomb
tower Salmas (Pope, 1387: 342) belongs to the
collection Sorgiun’s pictures, 1379: 84).
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Fig 14. Materials and stone decorations of
the tower of Sheikh Haider Meshkinshahr
(Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 15. Tile decorations as a belt in the top of
Tower and the around the entrance of Sheikh
Haider tomb, MeshkinShahr (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 16. Tile decorations on the Muqrans gvé

inside the niche, an altar-like of Tower
Sheikh Haider’s (Authors 2019).
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Fig. 17. Exterior view of Allah Allah Tower
(Hosseini, 1387: 64)
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bricks in Sheikh Haider’s tomb and creation
of Kufic inscription (Mousavi et al., 1389: 68).
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Fig. 19. Technical drawing of Kufic inscription
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Tower (Authors, 2019).
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Cultural Heritage (Ardabil Province, 2019).
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Fig 23. damaged part and restoration of the
body Sheikh Haider’s building (Ali Khan’s
pictures collection, 1290 AH: 68; Belonging to

the archive: Rasul Fani).
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Fig. 24. General view of the building and plan
of Maragheh Round Tower (Haji Ghasemi et
al., 1389: 52).
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Y

et al., 1389: 52).
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Fig. 26. A: The word “Muhammad” in in the
column-like on the the Kufic style sides of
Ghaffarieh dome (Kazemi, 1396: 104).
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Fig.26.B: Aview of the Mogharnas decoration
Above the entrance gate of Ghaffarieh Dome
(Kazemi, 2016: 104).
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Tab. 1. Comparison of the Towers of Similar
Tombs with the Sheikh Haider tower in the
Seljuk period from the perspective of stricture
and building decorations (Authors, 1400)
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Tab. 2. Comparison of similar mausoleum towers with Sheikh Haydar Tower in the 8" and 9" centuries A.H. From the point of view of structure

and dependent arrays (Authors, 1400).
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