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ABSTRACT

Today, ecotourism entrepreneurship is presented as a strategy for sustainable rural development by
creating job opportunities based on the use of local resources in a sustainable way and emphasizing on
the internal development of the village. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to design a model for
rural ecotourism entrepreneurship development in Dezful township. This research is of qualitative type
and in terms of implementation method, it is a mixture of qualitative content analysis and Delphi
technique. At first, concepts were extracted using theoretical foundations and research background
using qualitative content analysis method. Then, using the Delphi technique and the opinions of experts
about these indicators, a consensus was reached. The Delphi panel consisted of 30 academics,
organizational, and local experts selected by snowball sampling. After three rounds of Delphi, experts
agreed on 87 indicators in the form of 11 components and the rural ecotourism entrepreneurship
development model in Dezful township was theoretically approved. The results show that the
combination of social responsibility, environmental responsibility, growth and development through
ecotourism and ecotourism innovations and creativity provide the development of rural ecotourism
entrepreneurship. Also, physical-infrastructural factor, economic factor, educational and information
factor, institutional factor, environmental factor, socio-cultural factor and individual factor were
identified as the most important factors affecting the development of rural ecotourism entrepreneurship.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

development of rural and regional and rural social
and economic systems. One of the entrepreneurial
opportunities in rural areas is ecotourism. Rural

Today, rural development is more dependent on
entrepreneurship development than ever before and
researchers consider rural entrepreneurs to be the
greatest lever for rural development. In new scientific
theories, rural entrepreneurship is mentioned as one
of the most important driving forces for the

ecotourism provides the basis for business
development and entrepreneurship development due
to the new demands of tourists and the need for a
variety of tourism products and services. For this
reason, entrepreneurship has become increasingly
important in rural ecotourism today. Experts believe
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that rural ecotourism entrepreneurship can play an
important role as a new strategy in reducing poverty,
unemployment and migration in rural areas and
achieving sustainable rural development. Tourism
entrepreneurship in the Dezful township, due to the
lack of a responsible and conscious approach to
ecotourism in policy-making and planning, has
caused great damage in the fields of culture,
environment and history and in the long run causes
significant acute social consequences. Therefore,
considering the role of rural tourism entrepreneurship
in creating income and employment for the people of
the city and the need to pay attention to the
ecological capacities of the tourism environment,
research on the factors affecting the development of
rural ecotourism entrepreneurship is fruitful.

2. Materials and Methods

The present research was performed qualitatively
with a mixture of qualitative content analysis and
Delphi. First, with using the method of qualitative
content analysis of resources and literature in the
field of research, the components of rural ecotourism
entrepreneurship were mapped and formulated and
their indicators were explained, as well as the factors
affecting the development of rural ecotourism
entrepreneurship. Then, with using the Delphi
technique and the questionnaire tool, the opinions of
experts were obtained in order to reach an expert
consensus on the synthesized indicators and its
structure. The number of Delphi panels was 30
people, consisting of experts from the university
department and experts from the executive
department in the field of entrepreneurship and rural
tourism and local experts. To select the panel
members, non-random sampling method was used
with snowball technique. Interview and open
questionnaire were used to collect data. Statistical
tests such as binomial test and Friedman test and
Kendall coordination coefficient were used to
analyze the findings of Delphi rounds. Guba and
Lincoln reliability criteria were used to evaluate the
quality in this study.

3. Discussion and Results

As a result of qualitative content analysis of
resources and literature, 120 indicators in the form of
11 components were obtained. Then the Delphi
technique was used and in the first round of Delphi,
the respondents presented a total of 213 indicators in
the form of 11 components. After combining and
merging the indicators that somehow overlapped
with each other and removing the indicators that had
additional, incomprehensible and irrelevant items,
finally, 158 indicators that could be included in the
questionnaire remained in the form of 11 components
that entered the second round of Delphi. Finally, in
the third round of Delphi, the panelists reached a
consensus on 11 components and 87 indicators. All
indicators or questions were considered important by
more than 70% of experts and no new indicators
were provided by experts. The average of the
indicators was more than 3.5 and the deviation of the
criteria had a downward trend. The Kendall
coordination coefficient for most components in the
third round was calculated to be more than 0.7,
which indicates the strong agreement of the panelists
on the indicators. The reliability of the research
results was assessed by four indicators of validity,
transferability,reliability and verifiability.

4. Conclusions

The results show that the combination of social
responsibility, environmental responsibility, growth
and development through ecotourism and
ecotourism innovations and creations, provide
entrepreneurial development of rural ecotourism.
Also, physical-infrastructural factor, economic
factor, educational and information factor,
institutional factor, environmental factor, socio-
cultural factor and individual factor were identified
as the most important factors affecting the
development of rural ecotourism entrepreneurship.
Achieving the development of rural ecotourism
entrepreneurship in Dezful township becomes easier
when tourism entrepreneurship innovation is used
in accordance with the prevailing space in the study
area and more compatibility with these conditions.
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Tourism entrepreneurship provides growth and
development and quality of life for the host
community, and tourism revenue outputs improve the
quality of life and development of the region. Also,
tourism is industrial that must protect its products in
order to survive, so the compatibility and adaptation
of tourism businesses with the environment is
considered as the main tourism platform in the
township. Finally, tourism activities and businesses
in harmony with the social context and cultural
structure of the host community, in addition to
protecting cultural heritage and improving their
sense of self-confidence, lead to acceptance of these
activities in the host community. Consequently,
they will be actively involved in the development
process.
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