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ABSTRACT

Critical criminology, from the very beginning of its establishment, has paid attention to how mass media
participate in defining, displaying, social control and analyzing crime. Based on this, critical criminology's
attention to issues such as media, culture, customs, etc., has led to the formation of a sub-branch called
cultural criminology in this field of study. Cultural criminology, which its main issues focuse on crime as
culture, culture as crime, media representation of crime and crime carnival, considers the truth of crime and
the process of criminalization as the result of media procedures. Based on this, certain behaviors are first
criminalized by the media, and then, the official discourse of criminal justice institutions recognizes this
process and analyzes the necessary measures for official criminalization. Therefore, the important finding
of this research, in regard to cultural criminology approaches, is that the media can be considered the
initiator of informal criminalization process and the facilitator of the formal criminalization process.
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