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Due to the failure of development programs, it is necessary to revisit the concept of sustainability. Sus-
tainability is the frontispiece of all development actions and programs, such as the rural tourism. There-
fore, the main factor in the progression of the development goals is to attain a common view about the
issues. This qualitative study attempts to survey the sustainable tourism dimensions in villages located
in the margin regions of Iran's metropolises (Ahar) by using perceptions and attitudes of stakeholders.
The required data was collected using interviews with key stakeholder tourism groups (local executives,

Key words: © tourists, immigrants, and residents). The results showed that tourism does not have proper sustainability
Sustainable devel- in economic, socio-cultural, and environmental pillars. Generally, there is no interrelation and balance
opment, Tourism, among the three pillars of sustainable tourism. It seems that the lack of sustainability of tourism activi-
Rural areas, Stake- ¢ ties in Ahar is mainly due to structural weakness, lack of understanding of stakeholders of sustainable
holders analysis, i development, lack of requirement training, legal barriers, and failure to establish an optimal balance
Ahar ©  between the stakeholders' benefits.
Extended Abstract in tourism with respect to three dimensions (economic,
social, cultural and environmental) in the villages along
1. Introduction the Tehran metropolises.

he development of tourism in rural areas
has different positive and negative eco-
nomic, socio-cultural, and environmental
effects; hence, studying the development
of sustainable tourism is necessary and
inevitable in order to have a comprehensive under-
standing of the work. This paper attempts to use and an-
alyze the perceptions and attitudes of key stakeholders

2. Methodology

In this qualitative method, information was collected
through semi-structured interviews with 40 key stake-
holder groups (migrants, residents, tourists and ex-
ecutives) who were selected using purposive snowball
sampling. The interviews started with three general
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questions on the impact of tourism on three aspects of
sustainable development. The extracted information
was analyzed and interpreted by highlighting the main
points and ordering the documents (coding) and inter-
views (the interviews were tape recorded). To ensure the
validity of the findings, we shared the findings with the
stakeholders, and they reviewed the analyses.

3. Results

Socio-cultural effects: It seems that the purpose and
type of tourism in rural areas have an impact on the
stability of the region. Environmental impact: The par-
ticipants believed that awareness as a means of achiev-
ing the goals is a voluntary orientation. If people have
enough information on this subject without coercion,
they will work in this direction.

Economic effects: The study showed that the residents
and immigrants are more satisfied with improving their
economic situation than in the past. However, they
expressed that economic growth was not in line with
economic stability, and it would not lead to controlled
economic growth and local and fair distribution of eco-
nomic benefits.

4. Discussion

Nowadays, the issue of sustainability is proceeding
to all actions and developmental programs like rural
tourism. Thus, scientists frequently have emphasized
on triple values and goals of sustainable development
which includes environmental, economic and social-
cultural dimensions and clearly stated that sustainable
development achievement without integration of these
dimensions and their combination will be impossible.
This study attempt to survey the sustainable tourism
dimensions in villages located in the margin regions of
Iran's metropolises using perceptions and attitudes of
stakeholders.

The interviews with stakeholders show that rural tour-
ism can create new job opportunities and contribute to
the diversification of employment in rural areas; but if
this approach is not in harmony with the principles of
sustainability, it would be an adhoc approach. So it is
necessary to comprehensively consider the effectiveness
of the measures in the programs of economic develop-
ment, environmental issues and socio-cultural values.
The results show that although the growth of tourism
in rural areas around the cities creates employment op-
portunities and diversification but it failed to coordinate
with the criteria and objectives of sustainable develop-

ment so that no relationship and balance was found be-
tween the three dimensions of economic, social cultural
and environmental sustainability; even this growth has
not been able to separately lead to relative stability.

5. Conclusion

Research findings show that most of the stakeholders
do not have an understanding of sustainable develop-
ment concepts and are not clearly familiar with its prin-
ciples. On the other hand, local laws and management
not only did not play a role in reducing the burden; they
created management problems. Furthermore, there was
no cooperation and coordination among stakeholders
to resolve problem so that the incomplete spirit of in-
dividualism and the dominant thought of the develop-
ment of economic growth and sustainable development
were highly significant in the related groups. However,
according to the opinions of the stakeholders, the devel-
opment of sustainable tourism should provide an opti-
mal balance among the interests of all concerned parties.
Thus, structural weakness, lack of required training and
legal obstacles exacerbate the problems.

Hence, reforming laws and undertaking development
plans, improving education, and ultimately the coordi-
nation and balance among the interests of stakeholders
in the tourism sustainability can help the unrestrained
situation of rural of Tehran metropolis. Eventually the
results show that tourism does not have proper sustain-
ability in the all three economic, socio-cultural and en-
vironmental pillars. Generally, there is not any interrela-
tion and balance among the three pillars of sustainable
tourism. It seems that unsustainability of tourism activi-
ties in the margins of Iran's metropolises mainly is due
to structural weakness, lack of understanding of stake-
holders of sustainable development, Lack of require-
ment trainings, legal barriers and failure to establish an
optimal balance among stakeholders' benefits.
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