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Experimental Study of the Effect of Environmental Parameters on a Solar
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ARTICLE INFORMATION ABSTRACT

In this study, after fabricating a solar parabolic water heater, an efficient model is suggested to predict
the efficiency of the solar water heater system (SWHS). Artificial neural networks (ANN) can create
logical relations among the input parameters and target(s). The Efficiency is trained as a function of the
input parameters, when conditions are desirable to measure the data, a network-trained function can be
used to predict the efficiency of the solar system. The used data for the neural network analysis were
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gg{:rvﬁtser heater system measured by using experiments on a parabolic trough collector during four days in June. Variables such
Efficiency as solar radiation, ambient temperature and the output fluid temperature of the collector were considered
Neural Network as input parameters and the efficiency of the solar parabolic water heater was used as the output neural

Parabolic trough collector

ol network. Different ANN models are presented based on the various input parameters and neurons. The
1atl

ANNG6 model with a 4-10-1 structure, with a root mean square error (RMSE) of 0.0061 and regression
coefficient for train data (Ryain) Of 0.99995, is the most accurate among the presented models. By
increasing the input parameters, the RMSE decreases and accuracy of the models increases. When
experimental tests are not impossible in similar conditions, the presented model can help researchers
predict the efficiency of studied SWHS by saving time and cost.
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Fig.3 Image of reflector surface
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Table 5 Different combinations of input and Regression coefficients of

the ANN models.

(R g p S ) Pid LSUT’ St 5 oo
loosls J5° fj9e] st el
n=fU)1Js
0.69083 0.78052 0.1704 1x3x1
0.73704 0.83343 0.1635 1x5x1
0.71388 0.77015 0.1621 1x7x1
0.66213 0.77095 0.2320 1x9x1
0.64927 0.78451 0.1760 1x10x1
n= f(lv Tamb) 2 Jv\"
0.90653 0.92735 0.0977 2x4x1
0.94183 0.94882 0.0868 2x5x1
0.94603 0.98905 0.0755 2x7x1
0.96413 0.98291 0.0668 2x8x1
0.99011 0.99969 0.0349 2x10x1
n= f(IrTambv Tout) 3 J"’“"
0.97582 0.98464 0.0523 3x3x1
0.98567 0.99234 0.0459 3x5x1
0.98120 0.97630 0.0506 3x6x1
0.99824 0.99836 0.0147 3x8x1
0.99959 1 0.0072 3x10x1
n = fU, Tamp, time) 4 Jos
0.98063 0.96505 0.0462 3x4x1
0.98865 0.98740 0.0351 3x6x1
0.99469 0.99526 0.0251 3x7x1
0.99862 0.99797 0.0122 3x9x1
0.99939 0.99961 0.0090 3x10x1
n = f(I,time, Tyy.) 5J
0.98820 0.99755 0.0359 3x5x1
0.99127 0.99965 0.0328 3x6x1
0.99393 0.99246 0.0266 3x7x1
0.99776 0.99986 0.0158 3x8x1
0.99928 0.99998 0.0092 3x10x1
n= f(lvtimevTambv Tout) GJ‘M
0.99925 1 0.0102 4x4x1
0.99857 0.99962 0.0126 4x5%x1
0.99942 0.99925 0.0091 4x6x1
0.99946 0.99997 0.0081 4x7x1
0.99954 1 0.0071 4x8x1
0.99959 0.99998 0.0069 4x9x1
0.99968 0.99995 0.0061 4x10x1

2015 Jls 3l 55,4 &l p Glae 5 o slallas :SiLe 6 Jgor
Table 6 Mean relative and absolute errors for 4 days (2015)

Gl sl Sl e sllaS ke (2015) &6
0.027 0.0061 oe5 15
0.036 0.0063 s 17
0.009 0.0049 Sies 22
0.0122 0.0111 oiss 24

pac 16 G o 8 ceelus )‘| P95 15 59y 0% 6;5°}“'\5| ‘_ghbo.;b uuLJ »
ool Gmgin olesily 5 <85 plxl 6 Jue bawg aSs el
oy 8 S Jloged Syge ar lesls JS gl e, KT bl lead],

oW o._\,\a)f

2wl 0.99969 Ly 59515 0 b ols IS slp (Sier gyl
sz, YL S 5l Gl 1 osae 4 oo pl og S0y
Obealy e odd o ien Loy Lo ls s (2B8ly Lol g aSn
00 ey 9 IS loged yo Al bige] slasols (gly S 50T aBlg

442



©olea 5l yd Ol )3 Suas aSudb Hl o 3Ll b Ggeim H3isIS b G 3ubgd (YKo KT Ylodil) 3 laaxe G kol Ju3 ()75 Aalllon
0.9
0.8r
0.8+ 1
0.7
0.7+ 1
2 06 * ] g 06f
@ S
S I {
E 05 1 £ 05)
b °
9 o]
g 04r b g 04rf
2 03 ] £
o ) 0.3F
0.2 1
0.2
0.1r 1
0.1 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ L
0 ! : : . 0.1 0.2 0.3 04 05 0.6 0.7 0.8
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1

Actual efficiency
Fig. 12 Predicted efficiency versus Actual efficiency (15 June) for
upper limit of inputs
ax (sl 39515 59, p0 (Bly Glewily o 0t i iy Glewi) 12 JSCl
$99)5 ol VL

o 1N b o ©
w EN 3 [ ~
: : : : :

Predicted efficiency

o
N}
:

01f /

0.1 0.2 0.3 04 05 0.6 0.7 0.8
Actual efficiency

Fig. 13 Predicted efficiency versus Actual efficiency for 24 June
95 24 395 50 (Bly plesily sy 00t i e, 13 S8

B gex FLOC L >gp5 oé, sles 5 L slos o F10WM™?

Slas Sley anl bjeel sloesls g esls S (glp (Smned o po

sl (13 JS...;) g go oolitul aSii bigal gl Ll YL o> L leosls
3 5 s Sl sl 5 Sl slas .2l 0.9998 4 0.99927
wlre oo Suop able 00090 5 00207 plp sy & 9)9e
s (nl Sk GeSibe slallas jlade (3 SzsS 9 14 (Sicen
o 4 ;0B Al (69559 sools gl oS blod L g oS ol
ety > S s L ae 455 jgel 4zl adlie
Sl ol 50,5 ey 14 JSS 5o 01 s 5 planil 5555 slaosls
oo g e les 5 -10WM2 o3lail &y bale) plod jo aplsye> il
I lp (Fer upo Lgdioo o5 10 Glie (295 O,
69959 swosls a5 Jloj (59515 39, ;0 (Bjee] Ceend slaosls g laools

Py ey A igd e solaiul L (ijge] sl 095 sl b o> L

443

Actual efficiency
Fig. 11 Predicted efficiency versus actual efficiency (for 22 June)
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Tt AT/I (Wm?) Tin (°C) Tamb (°C) t(h) [18]C. Aghanajafi, A. Dehghani, Advanced Solar Radiation Energy and
15.2 0.008108 24 30 740 8:00 Industrial Application, pp. 41-42 Tehran: Khaje Nasir Toosi
14.5 0.044872 25 60 780 8:30 University, 2008. (in Persian . 5)

17.2 0.043902 26 62 820 9:00 . . .. . . I
171 0041667 27 62 840 9:30 [19]A. Rezania, H. Taherian, D. D. Ganji, Experimental investigation
20.3 0.04142 30 65 845 10:00 of a natural circulation solar domestic water heater performance
20.2 0.037647 31 63 850 10:30 under standard consumption rate, International journal of Green
19.7 0.032558 32 60 860 11:00 Energy, VVol. 9, No. 4, pp. 322-334, 2012.
20.3 0.03 34 61 900 11:30
20.6 0.031694 34 63 915 12:00
21.6 0.029189 38 65 925 12:30 W”'lo
21.0 0.032432 36 66 925 13:00 _ "
196 0.030435 37 65 920 13:30 69959 Jhow slod w93 il Jolis (595 15 ool (5,5 05l0l (slassls
18.4 0.027174 38 63 920 14:00 ) o
176 0.02623 39 63 915 14:30 Oleaily 5 (6395 Jlws 5 lazme lod Joli azme slos SIS 4
17.3 0.024096 39 61 913 15:00 fowss w5l 17 3 .,
146 0023077 40 61 910 15:30 Wloads &7 Jguzr yo 58U 5l >
13.3 0.024719 40 62 890 16:00 olis 15 S5 Jlogas o Lt Les OS] o 2 SIS el
1.0 R PRWIPRIRY
A5:)l)'> ULA"M‘) 9 Sl 00 )Sb 8 Jj» 5o u59) 17 39y ‘_ng oalo
084 el 00308 o, 16 o 50 Oy sla ools Bas b 5, cpl jo ,eaSIS
5 Cewl 00l S39 Jgaz ;0 39522 59, 0ads (5505l sleesls
o6 Wl 0358,5 0y 17 S5 50 595 ol 50 598U &)l lens]y
n P95 15 39y 09D 6):§°)""'\-5l sl ools 7J5.\}
! 044 Table 7 Measurement data for 15 June
T AT/ AT (Iic“) Tap(°C) WMD) t(h)
16.79  0.005405 4 30 26 740 8
0.2 I gy » n 17.37 0.062025 49 63 28 790 8:30
23.091 0.060494 49 70 29 810 9:00
20.38 0.056047  48.2 78.2 30 860 9:30
2456  0.054545 48 79 31 880 10
0.0 . i . i . i 2531 0.052928 47 79 32 888  10:30
0.030 0.035 0.040 25.04  0.053073 475 805 33 895 11:00
26.05 0.052428 475 81 34 906 11:30
ATN(Cm?/W) 2820 0.051502 463 813 35 899 12:00

; s 30.26 0.051004  45.7 81.7 36 896 12:30

Fig. 16 Thermal collector efficiency for 17 June ) 2808 0049451 45 " a7 910 13:00

55 17 595 30 55515 )l Lol 16 S 3019 0048352 44 808 368 910 13:30

26.38 0.048889 44 80.5 36.5 900 14:00

27.48  0.047391 436 798 36.2 920 14:30

Sl ool 5310 S 00 56t 24 g, ol S S o3lasl glassls 25.81 0.047778 43 79 36 900 15:00

’ s Jpsz 2 05 24 5, 503 2020 0046154 42 775 355 910 1530
sl 00 sy 18 IS 10 59, ol 5o ,e3SUS 551, ylenl 3146 0.047727 42 77 35 880 16
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1.0
Table 9 Measurement data for 22 June
Tt AT/ IWmM*)  Tin(°C)  Tams (°C) t(h)
215 0.013 680 37 28 8:00
0.8 22.1 0.025 720 47 29 8:30
26.0 0.023 790 49 31 9:00
22.7 0.021 820 49 32 9:30
21.6 0.020 835 51 34 10:00
0.6+ 20.2 0.021 855 53 35 10:30
19.2 0.020 878 53.6 36 11:00
n 18.0 0.020 900 53.6 36 11:30
th 044 18.6 0.021 830 54 37 12:00
. 17.1 0.018 890 54 38 12:30
15.9 0.049 280 53.5 40 13:00
15.1 0.014 980 53.5 40 13:30
| 19.9 0.017 790 53 39.5 14:00
0.2 o gt ] -
0 = ) ) 20.2 0.020 660 52 39 14:30
20.2 0.028 450 52 39 15:00
20.2 0.043 302 51 38 15:30
0.0 : : : 20.2 0.042 312 51 38 16:00
0.018 0.020 0.022
ATN(CCM?/W) 1.0
Fig.18 Thermal collector efficiency for 24 June
0395 24 595 59,5558 5l plenil, 18 S 084
LSl least, sl BT 11 Jgur
Table 11 Error analysis of collector efficiency 06
v (e} An Mmin Tlmax TMean @)l_, .
1419 377 753 1710 2464 24,64  2015.6.15 & 04
18.449  2015.6.17 :
19.92  2.15.6.22
17.10  2015.6.24
0.2+ 4-_§ n am
n n n
59515 53, 50 aedyes oS Kl plewdly 12 g0
0.0

Table 12 SWHS efficiency for 15 June

n Ow ATy Tw o8 AT Tin Tout t (h)
M) () () M) (c)y (C) (©

24 0 30 30 8

0.6 0.4 2 26 0.4 16 63 79 8.5
0.9 0.8 4 30 0.8 30 70 100 9
0.8 0.8 4 34 0.9 31 75 106 9.5
0.7 0.6 3 37 0.8 28 79 107 10
0.7 0.6 3 40 0.9 31 79 110 10.5
0.7 0.4 2 42 1 34.5 80.5 115 11
0.6 0.6 3 45 1 39 81 120 115
0.5 0.2 1 46 1 42.7 81.3 124 12
0.4 0.6 3 49 1.2 45.3 81.7 127 125
0.4 0.6 3 52 11 43 82 125 13
0.4 0.6 3 55 1.2 452 808 126 135
0.4 0.4 2 57 1 39.5 80.5 120 14
0.3 0.4 2 59 1.1 402 798 120 145
0.2 0.4 2 61 0.99 36 79 115 15
0.1 0.2 1 62 1 38.5 775 116 15.5
0.09 0.2 1 63 1.1 38 77 115 16

5395 1T 585 55 5ot yo5

Table 13 SWHS efficiency for 17 June

L‘)in T QLe..\il) 13 J,.\.‘?

n Quw ATy Tw Jc AT¢ Tin Tout t(h)
M) ¢ (¢ M) (¢ (O (O

33 033 43 80 37 8

086 038 2 35 0.44 58 105 47 8.5
083 051 27 377 061 81 130 49 9
076 049 26 403 065 85 134 49 9.5
0.7 047 25 428 067 89 140 51 10
065 045 24 452 0.7 92 145 53 10.5
0.6 043 23 475 071 944 148 53.6 11
059 043 23 498 073 964 150 53.6 115
056 04 21 519 07 93 147 54 12
055 038 2 539 07 93 147 54 125
053  0.36 1.9 558 068 895 143 53.5 13
048 0.32 1.7 575 067 885 142 535 135
047 0.28 15 59 0.66 87 140 53 14
0.3 0.19 1 60 0.63 83 135 52 145
022 013 07 60.7 059 78 130 52 15
0.14 0.08 04 611 052 69 120 51 15.5
008 004 0.2 613 045 59 110 51 16

0010 0015 0020 0025 0030 0035 0040 0.045 0050
AT/I(Cm?IW)

Fig.17 Thermal collector efficiency for 22 June
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Table 10 Measurement data for 24 June

i AT/I I[(Wm?) Tin (°C) Tams (°C) t(h)
0.64 0 31 31 620 8:00
11.4 0.009 38.2 31.9 740 8:30
14.9 0.020 48.1 325 780 9:00
16.2 0.023 515 33 790 9:30
175 0.022 52.9 35 830 10:00
18.7 0.021 54 36 860 10:30
19.6 0.022 56.2 37 867 11:00
19.6 0.022 57.2 38 890 11:30
19.2 0.019 56 39 900 12:00
17.9 0.019 56 39 905 12:30
17.7 0.018 56.8 40 910 13:00
17.2 0.018 56.4 40 905 13:30
15.9 0.017 55 39.5 900 14:00
15.8 0.020 56.8 39 890 14:30
14.9 0.021 56 38 850 15:00
14.9 0.022 55 376 800 15:30
16.4 0.021 53 37 750 16:00
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Table 16 Error analysis of SWHS efficiency

o \ An Tmax Tmin TMean C—.‘)L!
0.039 0.0015 0.0777 0.524 0.446 0.486 15.6
0.446 17.6

0.517 22.6

0.520 24.6

o LSL‘") LgUa} ,.Jlj 17J5~\>
Table 17 Error analysis of ambient temperatures
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Table 14 SWHS efficiency for 22 June

t (h) Tw ATy Ow Tn  Tax  AT; e
(C) (c) (M) (C) (C) () (M)
8 29 30 70 40
85 31 1 0.2 60 9 40 0.5 0.37
9 35 3 0.6 62 104 50 0.6 0.88
95 38 3 0.6 62 113 51 0.7 0.86
10 405 27 06 65 126 61 0.8 0.65
105 415 25 05 63 124 61 0.8 0.6
11 44 23 04 60 120 60 0.8 0.56
115 46 23 04 61 126 65 0.8 0.52
12 48 21 04 63 130 67 0.9 0.46
125 49 19 04 65 136 71 0.9 0.39
13 50 1.7 03 66 135 69 0.9 0.36
135 509 1.6 03 65 128 63 0.8 0.37
14 517 13 02 63 123 60 0.8 0.32
145 524 1 0.2 63 120 57 0.7 0.26
15 53 08 02 61 117 56 0.7 0.21
155 536 06 0.1 61 109 48 0.6 0.18
16 541 05 009 62 104 42 0.5 0.17

Olosdly 5 )5SIS (25,5 5 53955 9y sled 5 oSe,Rl e T sles
el ool S35 Jaaz 50 (539524 59, 4 i JS

Vis Tambis V17 Tamb17 Va2 Tamb22 Vaa Tamb2a t(h)
(°C) (%) (°C) (°C) -
400 26 90.3 24 616 28 36 31 8 59528 595 50 s ye e, Gleadly 15 Jgaer
iii’ 227§5 ;ég g: gg-g gi gg-;g g;g 81:0 Table 15 SWHS efficiency for 24 June
5.4 30 423 27 148 32 84l 341  9:30 L) (g” ACT (MqJ”)” (E‘; (Té“)' (ch)f (M% 7
18 31 123 30 3.42 34 4 35 10 5 31 1 33 5
0.11 32 6.25 31 0.72 35 1 36 10:30 85 337 27 07 382 807 425 04 09
045 33 225 3 002 36 0 37 11:00 9 375 3 06 481 107 586 05 09
28 34 025 34 002 36 0 37 1130 95 408 3 06 515 116 645 06 09
7.1 % 025 34 132 ¥ 1 38 12:00 10 436 28 05 529 126 731 07 08
135 36 203 38 46 38 4 39 12:30 105 M3 27 05 54 135 81 07 07
218 37 625 36 172 40 9 40 13:00 w180 25 05 562 142 858 08 06
199 368 123 37 172 40 4 39 13:30 115 512 23 04 572 145 878 08 05
174 365 203 38 133 395 4 39 14:00 12 534 22 04 56 143 87 08 05
149 362 303 39 9.92 39 9 40  14:30 125 =4 2 04 56 138 82 08 05
135 3 303 39 9.9 39 16 41 15:00 13 571 17 03 568 138 812 07 04
101 355 423 40 4.6 38 9 40 18130 135 586 15 03 564 135 786 07 04
7.1 35 423 40 462 38 4 39 16:00 14 599 13 03 55 127 72 07 04
1238 28.60 1376 9.34 v 145 608 1 02 568 127 702 06 0.3
333 335 359 370 Tuen 15 615 07 01 56 124 68 06 0.2
37 40 40 41 Tmax 155 619 04 01 55 120 65 06 0.1
26 24 28 31 Th 16 621 02 004 53 115 62 06 0.07
11 16 12 10 AT
oy 2l sles slbs IUT18 Jgur
Table 18 Error analysis of tank water temperature
Vas Twea(°C) Voo Tuw22 (°C) Viz Tw17(°C) Vis Tuwis (°C) t(h)
392.4 31 294.1 33 261.2 29 484 24 8
292.8 337 2295 35 200.5 31 400 26 8:30
177.2 375 155.0 377 103.2 35 256 30 9:00
100.2 4058 97.0 403 51.3 38 144 34 9:30
51.9 436 54.0 428 217 405 81 37 10
203 463 245 452 13.4 415 36 40 10:30
37 48.9 7.0 475 1.4 44 16 42 11:00
0.15 51.2 0.1 498 07 46 1 45 11:30
6.7 53.4 31 51.9 8.1 48 0 46 12:00
21.07 55.4 14.1 53.9 14.8 49 9 49 12:30
306 57.1 31.9 55.8 234 50 36 52 13:00
60.7 58.6 54.0 57.5 32.9 50.9 81 55 13:30
82.6 59.9 783 59 428 51.7 121 57 14:00
99.8 60.8 97.0 60 524 524 169 59 14:30
114.3 615 111.3 60.7 615 53 225 61 15:00
122.9 61.9 119.9 61.1 712 53.6 256 62 15:30
127.5 62.1 124.3 61.3 79.9 54.1 289 63 16:00
17139 14953 1040.3 2604 v
50.8 50.2 45.2 46 Tyean
62.1 61.3 54.1 63 Tmax
31 33 29 24 Tin
311 283 251 39 AT
414 38.7 323 51.0 o
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Table 19 Error analysis of inlet oil temperature

Vas Tin2a(°C) V22 Tin22(°C) Vaz Tinz(°C) Vis Tings(°C) t(h)
458 31 196 37 943.1 30 2035.8 30 8
201.6 38.2 16 47 0.5 60 146.9 63 8:30
185 48.1 4 49 1.7 62 26.2 70 9:00
0.81 51.5 4 49 1.7 62 0.01 75 9:30
0.25 52.9 0 51 18.4 65 15.05 79 10
2.56 54 4 53 52 63 15.05 79 10:30
144 56.2 6.76 53.6 0.5 60 28.9 80.5 11:00
23 57.2 6.76 53.6 0.1 61 34.8 81 11:30
13 56 9 54 52 63 38.2 81.3 12:00
13 56 9 54 18.4 65 433 81.7 12:30
19.4 56.8 6.25 53.5 28 66 47.3 82 13:00
16 56.4 6.25 53.5 18.4 65 32.3 80.8 13:30
6.8 55 4 53 52 63 289 80.5 14:00
19.4 56.8 1 52 52 63 21.9 79.8 14:30
13 56 1 52 0.1 61 15.1 79 15:00
6.8 55 0 51 0.1 61 5.7 775 15:30
0.4 53 0 51 1.7 62 3.5344 77 16:00
48.6 16.1 61.9 1494 v
52.4 51 60.7 75.1 Twean
57.2 54 66 82 Tmax
31 37 30 30 Tmin
26.2 17 36 52 AT
6.9 4 7.9 12.2 o

SISl 295 (e, sles LT 20 g
Table 20 Error analysis of outlet oil temperature

Tou&ZA Tou&ZZ Tou&17 Tou&lS

Voq 0) V2o 0) Vi7 0) Vis Q) t(h)

6724 40 2704 80 2162 70 4858 40 8
729 95 729 105 420 96 942 79 8:30
144 110 4 130 25 104 94 100 9:00
36 116 4 134 12 113 13 106 9:30

16 126 64 140 90 126 7 107 10
169 135 169 145 56 124 0.09 110 10:30
400 142 256 148 12 120 28 115 11:00
529 145 324 150 90 126 106 120 11:30
441 143 225 147 182 130 204 124 12:00
256 138 225 147 380 136 299 127 12:30
256 138 121 143 342 135 234 125 13:00
586 135 100 142 132 128 265 126 13:30
25 127 64 140 42 123 106 120 14:00
25 127 9 135 12 120 106 120 14:30
4 124 4 130 0.25 117 28 115 15:00
4 120 144 120 56 109 39 116 15:30
49 115 484 110 156 104 28 115 16:00

586 331 253 433 v
122.1176 132.1176 116.5294 109.7059 TwMean

145 150 136 127 Tnax

40 80 70 40 Thmin

105 70 66 87 AT

99 75 65 85 o
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Table 21 Error analysis of solar radiation forl5, 17, 22 and 24 June
lo4 [P% l17 l1s

Voq ( erz) V22 ( erz) Viz ( erz) Vis (erz) t(h)
46225 620 4225 680 18225 740 18496 740 8
9025 740 625 720 9025 780 7396 790 8:30
3025 780 2025 790 3025 820 4356 810 9
2025 790 5625 820 1225 840 256 860 9:30
25 830 8100 835 900 845 16 880 10
625 860 12100 855 625 850 144 888 10:30
1024 867 17689 878 225 860 361 895 11:00
3025 890 24025 900 625 900 900 906 11:30
4225 900 7225 830 1600 915 529 899 12:00
4900 905 21025 890 2500 925 400 896 12:30
5625 910 55225 980 2500 925 1156 910 13:00
4900 905 55225 980 2025 920 1156 910 13:30
4225 900 2025 790 2025 920 576 900 14:00
3025 890 7225 660 1600 915 1936 920 14:30
225 850 87025 450 1444 913 576 900 15:00
1225 800 196249 302 1225 910 1156 910 15:30
7225 750 187489 312 225 890 16 880 16:00
5916.1 40772.1 2883.5 2319.2 v
834.5294 745.4118 874.5882 876.1176 IMean
910 980 925 920 Imax
620 302 740 740 Imin
290 678 185 180 Al
76.9163 201.9212 53.69796 48.15783 o
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